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value of human life if the  

Son of God has taken it up and 

made it the instrument of the 
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Colleen Bayer 

National Director 

W hat a wonderful joy and blessing to 

witness the birth of a new baby … to 

touch the soft skin and feel the utter depend-

ence of the little one on his mum and those 

who will care for him.  I recently had the  

privilege of being at the birth of a very special 

baby.  This little boy has been adopted by a 

wonderful new mum and dad. They will give 

him all the love, care, protection and opportu-

nities in life that will bring him to a secure and 

happy adulthood. Thanks be to God. 

There is a huge anti-adoption culture in NZ. 

For various reasons the authorities have  

decided it is best for all babies to be placed 

with their natural parents and/or close family. 

In an ideal world, that child will be loved,  

protected and educated. However, we have all 

heard of the horrendous cases where children 

have been abused, even to the point of death 

and our hearts go out to those affected. 

I believe that NZ has gone too far in the  

anti-adoption move. The attitudes of many 

young pregnant girls of “if I can’t have the 

baby nobody else will, I would rather have an  

abortion” is a sad indictment and reflection of 

the liberal and selfish society we live in. Other 

girls choose to keep their child, only to rely on 

the DPB rather than learn valuable work skills.  

Of course there are exceptions where some 

young women rise to their situation and make 

a workable plan for themselves and their  

baby’s future. 

Overall though, I strongly support open  

adoption of newborn infants where the child’s 

needs are placed above all else and where the 

birth family can be a part of the adopted 

child’s life. It is the best of both worlds and if 

handled correctly these little ones will grow up  

a few words... 
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to be loving, secure members of society.  
They will have broken the cycle of child 
neglect and harm that has often been a 
part of their own life. 

Family Life International NZ takes the 
‘Love Approach’ promoted by Heartbeat 
International. We offer compassion and 
understanding to all vulnerable girls and 
women who find themselves with a crisis 
pregnancy. It is our desire to see the baby 
brought to birth and to help the mother 
make a workable plan to ensure baby has 
the best start in life. We want to see the 
parent(s) get every support possible,  
whatever their particular needs are. This  
is most important; we must always be 
there for as long as it is necessary in each  
situation. 

I believe we need to renew the way we 
think about adoption. Loving and respect-
ing the birth parents whilst ensuring the 
child has a mummy and daddy. We need 
adoptive parents who will stay together 
through thick and thin, to provide not only 
the essentials but lots of love and security, 
based on strong Christian values and faith.  
We should re-open the adoption debate 
and lobby to ensure that good Christian 
families can adopt a child into their family 
while retaining a relationship with the 
birth mother and close family members.  

Our young people today have too much 
money, social media and influential  
advertising directed at them. They are 
hardly young teens and yet many of them 
feel that their value lies in their perception 
of their personal looks and how they feel 
from moment to moment. Somehow we 
have failed to instil Christian values that 
ingrain true self-worth and self-respect 
into our young people. They have no real 
road map to follow and no real parental 
love and guidance. We see these girls at 
the crisis pregnancy centre on a regular 
basis. 

There are, of course, many wonderful  
families whose young people have fallen 
off the rails as well. Our hearts go out to 
these parents and please know that we 
pray daily for them, understanding that the 
outside pressures on their young people 
are just so great. 

Getting back to adoption. It can work and 
it does work. Let’s start focusing on the 
huge success stories of adoption for all 
parties. Let’s open hearts and doors again 
to once more think of adoption as a very 
good option for young girls facing a crisis  
pregnancy. 

Yours in the service of Life, 

Colleen Bayer 
Director, Family Life International NZ 
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Heartbeat  
 conference 

Photos (left to right) 

TOP: Brendan Roberts, Sr Paula Vandegaer,  

Peggy Heartstrom 

MIDDLE: Michelle Kaufman, Colleen Bayer,  

Sr Paula Vandegaer, Peggy Heartstrom 

BOTTOM: Shirley Dobson, Colleen Bayer, Dr James Dobson 

H eartbeat International, an organisa-

tion dedicated to advancing the 

Pregnancy Help movement worldwide, 

held it’s 41st annual conference in Los 

Angeles on March 27th—29th. 

Colleen Bayer, Michelle Kaufman and 

Brendan Roberts were privileged to be 

sponsored as international delegates to this 

huge meeting! There were about 20 differ-

ent countries represented and over 600 

attendees all from various denominations.  

Key note speakers included Kirk  

Cameron, the star of ‘Growing Pains’  and 

the movie ‘Fireproof’; and Dr James Dob-

son, founder of Focus on the Family and 

his new initiative Dr James Dobson’s 

Family Talk. Dr Dobson honoured those 

who put the Gospel at the heart of their 

pregnancy centres. Then he shared what 

he believed the solution to the ‘problem’ 

of unwanted pregnancies was—adoption.  

A theme which thread its way throughout. 

51% of Americans are now pro-life, with 

more young people than ever being  

involved. This is evident at pro-life rallies 

and in the fact that over half the members 

of Live Action (300,000 members) are  

13-17 year olds. This growth gives us 

great hope. 

Another major sign of hope was that 

Planned Parenthood, the leading US  

abortion provider have gone from 2,000  

abortion clinics across the US to only 700.   

The conference was incredibly important 

in helping us decide how to move forward 

at Family Life International NZ. We have 

come away armed with incredible  

resources, contacts and access to the latest 

trends in effectively reaching out to those 

experiencing a crisis pregnancy. 

With God’s Grace we hope to be even 

more effective in our work to eradicate 

abortion from New Zealand. 
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Project Rachel is a confidential  

healing ministry for parents, grandparents 

and all who have been touched by the 

death of a baby through an abortion,  

miscarriage or stillbirth experience.  

We have regular retreat days and our  

hope is that all who attend will leave  

with the hope that healing is possible  

for each one on his/her grief journey.  

The day provides a safe environment,  

a time to be still, to share– there will be  

the Sacrament of Reconciliation and a  

Memorial Mass.    

 

The next Project Rachel retreat day  

will be in July. For more information 

phone us or see Upcoming Events on  

our website. 
 

Here are some of the comments from  

those who have taken part in previous  

retreats. 
 

    Thank you Pauline for organising and 
giving us women a chance to bond and 
share our life pain regardless of our age 
or nationality. 
 

    Thank you most importantly for  
allowing us the channel to talk about 
our precious losses freely and openly. 
We thank you, and our babies  
thank you. 

Below is an excerpt from a letter given to 

us by Charlotte who attended a retreat day. 

She has written it to help others in a  

similar situation choose life for their  

unborn baby. You can read the full letter 

by going to our website www.fli.org.nz. 

    …When I saw a counsellor before my 

termination she said I would feel so 
much better afterwards. She was so 
wrong. I now feel heartbroken and so 
angry at myself and if I could turn the 
clock back I would NEVER have gone 
through with the abortion. I just want 
anyone who is now in the position I 
was in to know that there is a possibil-
ity that you too may feel this way and  
if you can learn from my mistake you 

will save yourself heartbreak in the 
future and save an awesome life at the 
same time... 

” 

” 

” 

“ 

“ 

“ 
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UTHANASIA E 
Will New Zealand embrace the Culture of Death? 

T he Euthanasia debate is heating up in 

New Zealand. Maryan Street has a 

private members bill awaiting to be drawn 

from the ballot. Plus the Sunday Star-

Time reader poll of more than 1,000  

people sadly found that almost 75% 

would help a terminally-ill loved one 

commit suicide.  

The “End of Life Choices” bill would 

have three levels of protection: tested by 

two physicians to prove they are of sound 

mind and understand the consequences of 

their request; freedom for a doctor to opt 

out of such a request or legal protection if 

they comply; and legal protection for a 

loved one who agrees to assist. 

Many fail to recognise that euthanasia is 

not the discontinuing of extra-ordinary 

means to keep someone alive when death 

appears to be inevitable. Therefore turn-

ing off the life support machine or declin-

ing antibiotics is not euthanasia. 

The practice of euthanasia is already  

happening in our country. At Family Life 

International NZ we have heard of many 

cases where families have had to strongly 

advocate for their loved ones in hospital. 

A common method is to withdraw food 

and fluids. Every person has the right to 

be given nutrition and hydration—even if 

it is just a few drops of water on the lips 

at the very end. This is ordinary means 

and should never be removed. Also when 

a doctor administers an overdose of mor-

phine with the intention of killing the  

patient—that is euthanasia. 

Life is a gift from God. The Church tells 

us that we must value life from concep-

tion to natural death. How do we  

approach others when talking about this 

subject, especially when they are not  

religious? 

First we can say that we are already  

horrified that New Zealand currently has 

so  many suicides. The answer to those 

who are lonely and suffering is not to end 

their life prematurely. We must provide 

efficient care and love for these people.   

6 Family LIFE 
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UTHANASIA 

It is breaking the commandment  
“Thou shall not kill”. 

All life is infinitely precious in the 
eyes of God. It’s not up to us 
when that life should end. 

The elderly and vulnerable may 
feel pressured into ending their 
life so as not to be a burden on 
their families. 

It opens up a floodgate of possi-
bilities—the slippery slope. The 
victims may not just be the termi-
nally ill, but like the Netherlands 
include the elderly, disabled and 
even those who are depressed. 

About 95% of terminally ill cases 
can be treated with effective pain 
relief. 

Research shows that continual 
requests for euthanasia does not 
relate to physical pain but emo-
tional pain through loneliness, 
depression and hopelessness. 

The elderly or sick may find it 
difficult to trust relatives, doctors 
or nurses. 

Will lead to more abuse of the 
elderly and decrease in availabil-
ity of good, effective palliative 
care. 

Euthanasia can become a means 
of health care cost containment.  

It is against the hypocratic oath 
where doctors must “not give a 
lethal drug to anyone if asked nor 
advise such a plan”. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

reasons to say   
no to Euthanasia 10 

But a more pertinent explanation is that  

voluntary euthanasia is the start of a  

slippery slope that leads to involuntary  

euthanasia and the killing of people who are 

thought undesirable. In 2008 the House of 

Lords set up a subcommittee to explore the 

situation of euthanasia which is legal in the 

Netherlands.  80% of those on the commit-

tee were in fact pro-euthanasia.  The  

committee discovered that 25% of the cases 

of euthanasia were involuntary.  They  

advised against legalising euthanasia. 

True love is self-sacrificial. It is not asking 

someone else to help to take one’s life.  

Let us pray that this bill will not be drawn 

from the ballot. Let us also inform ourselves 

on this issue and speak out against this form 

of evil seeking to spread throughout our 

beloved New Zealand. 

The following titles are available for purchase. 

Phone Brendan 09 629 0820.  

Declaration on Euthanasia $3.00   

On the Christian Meaning of Suffering $12.50 

A Will to Live: Clear Answers on End of Life 

Issues $16.50         

Family Life International NZ www.fli.org.nz  

“True ‘compassion’ leads 
to sharing another’s pain; 
it does not kill the person 
whose suffering we  
cannot bear.” 

Pope John Paul II 
#66 Gospel of Life 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/euthanasia/against/against_1.shtml#h4
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/euthanasia/overview/volinvol.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/euthanasia/overview/volinvol.shtml
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Father and maker of 

all, you adorn all  

creation with  

splendour and  

beauty, and fashion 

human lives in your 

image and likeness.  

 

Awaken in every 

heart reverence for 

the work of your 

hands, and renew 

among your people a 

readiness to nurture 

and sustain your  

precious gift of life.  

 

Grant this through 

our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns 

with you in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever  

and ever.  

 

Amen. 

C
u

t 
a

n
d

 k
e

e
p

 

Prayer for  

respect of life 

In Wellington, we have just completed the 12-part 

Theology of the Body for Teens course with a group 

of 24 young people from the Porirua Basin. That this 

teaching sheds light on an aspect of the gospel great-

ly needed today is evident by some of the partici-

pants’ responses:     

     I have learned a lot. It has helped me to      

 move forward.      

     This programme changed my ‘whole’ life 

 from bad to good.        

     It’s a good life lesson that every teen should 

 learn because nowadays our life is governed 

 by a deficit of love, joy and hope.  

     I really enjoyed this course and wish I could 

 do it all over again. 

Their responses reconfirm there is a hunger for God 

and the truth in our young people. We are doing four 

follow-up sessions with this group in May. 

” 
“ 

” 
“ 

” 

“ 

” 
“ 

 Family LIFE 
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FLI NZ is providing advocacy  
and support for families after an 

adverse prenatal diagnosis. 

Contact us 

0800 367 5433 

Pro-life stations  
of the cross 

E very first Saturday of the month FLI 

braves the elements to lead a group of 

pro-lifers up Mt Roskill whilst praying the 

Pro-life Stations of the Cross.   

These stations are based on a booklet  

published by our spiritual director,  

Fr Linus Clovis. Included are prayers for 

the reparation for sins against life such as 

the killing of the unborn, the sick, disabled 

and the elderly. It also includes prayers for 

the children and the mothers who are  

victims of this culture. 

We know this is primarily a spiritual battle 

so we welcome any of our supporters who 

cannot attend to pray with us from home. 

You can download a copy of the Pro-life 

Stations of the Cross from our website or 

contact us to request one. 

 

R E L I G I O U S   S U P P L I E S 
F  amily Life  

Support Family Life International NZ!  

Would you consider selling our products on our behalf in your parish? 

We will provide the priced goods at our expense.  
All you need to do is display the items after your Parish Masses,  

collect the money and return what hasn’t  sold. 

All proceeds from the sales go to Family Life Crisis Pregnancy Centre. 
 

 For full details please contact:  
Brendan Kaufman 09 629 0820 

fli.shop@xtra.co.nz 
www.catholicgifts.co.nz 
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Hopes and Dreams 
Open a John Paul II Centre for Life in the Hawkes Bay. 

Auckland 
Pro-life Stations of the Cross 

Every first Saturday of the month. 

We start with 9.00am Mass at St John Vianney Church, Hillsborough followed by a  

short drive to the foot of Mt Roskill. We prayerfully walk to the summit and down again.  

Loving Every Child: Defying Eugenics Seminar 

4 August  9.30am - 4.10pm 

Columba Centre, Ponsonby 

Lifefest Youth Conference with Fr Stan Fortuna and Bishop Pat Dunn 

22 September  12.00pm - 9.30pm 

St Joseph’s School Hall, Takapuna 

Sonography Training by Dr Shari Richards 

1 - 5 October 

John Paul II Centre for Life, 569 Richardson Road, Mt Roskill South 

Crisis Pregnancy Centre Training 

6 October 

Columba Centre, Ponsonby 

For more information or to register for any Auckland events contact 

brendanr.fli@xtra.co.nz or phone 09 629 4361. 

 

Wellington 
Rosary for Life 

Every Friday at 11.00am at the Centre, 6 Parumoana Street, Porirua 

Vigils for the Unborn 

Saturday 16 June and 18 August 

Commencing with the 10.00 am Mass at St Anne’s Church in Newtown.  

Come and help a great prayer for life rise up from Wellington.  

For more information or to register for any Wellington events contact clare.fli@xtra.co.nz 

or phone 04 237 8343. 

 

Dunedin 
There will be a Theology of the Body workshop, dates to be advised. 

Upcoming  
events 
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Introducing some of our team 

Maria Hammond 
My husband Kevin and I have 4 
adult children and 9 grandchildren. 
I'm looking forward to seeing even 
more mums get involved with our 
Wellington centre. 

Colleen Bayer (National Director) 
I started FLI NZ 20 years ago  
and am constantly amazed at  
the tremendous support and  
practical help we receive from our 
supporters and co-workers in this 
important work. Thank you! 

Pauline Louden    
Hi! I’m married to Brian. We have 5 
children and a grandchild. I have been 
part of the FLI family for 7+ years. It’s 
a privilege to journey with the families 
through our Centre. I enjoy Nordic 
walking with Joan. 

Clare McClean 
I'm married to Ian and have 3 children 
and 7 grandchildren. I began with FLI 
about 15 years ago. It's exciting now to 
be a part of establishing the John 
Paul II Centre for Life in Wellington.  

Jean Simpson 
I find my role so fulfilling helping  
the mums find peace with their  
life situations.  

Staff 

Key Volunteers 

Joan Bowden 
When I’m not helping out at FLI  
in all sorts of ways my favourite 
pastime is Nordic walking. 

Paula Davenport 
I joined the FLI team last year (part 
time). My husband and I have 2 
children and we all enjoy getting 
out on our bikes.  

Brendan Roberts 
Hi, I love our Catholic faith even to 
the point of studying theology. I 
have been passionate about the 
unborn since I was a teenager, so 
am delighted to be working for FLI. 

Michelle Kaufman 
I have been privileged to work for 
and be involved with FLI since its 
inception in 1992. I have been 
married to Brendan for 11 years 
and have been blessed with 7 chil-
dren. I enjoy reading a great book! 

Kathryn Cavanagh 
I’ve been with FLI for almost 15 years 
now and I really enjoy meeting and 
talking with FLI supporters.  I have 3 
adult children and one little bichon 
dog called ’Molly’. 

Brendan Kaufman 
I have enjoyed bringing you great 
products through Family Life Reli-
gious Supplies for 5 years. Married 
to Michelle we have 7 children 
together. I enjoy a good laugh! 

ALSO  
Anne Rodrigues, Sandra Scheib 
Isabelle Scheib, Carol Gribble 

 
A HUGE thank you to all our volunteers  
mentioned and unmentioned. 



So how can you help? 

Yes! I want to support FLI NZ’s work 

I enclose a cheque payable to Family Life International NZ and marked ‘Not Negotiable’  or  debit my credit card 

Name: 

Address: 

Phone: 

Visa 

Mastercard 

Expiry date:  

Cardholders name:  

Signature:  

Internet banking 

BNZ Acct Name: Family Life Int. Trust 

 Acct: No: 02-0248-0211768-00 

 Code:  200 Reference: Your name 

Please return this form to: Family Life International NZ, P O Box 27967, Mt Roskill, Auckland 1440 

PRAY! Attend our events and bring others along too. 

BE ACTIVE IN CARING for and supporting mums facing crisis pregnancies, the elderly, sick, 
terminally ill and the disabled. 

PURCHASE GIFTS AND PRO-LIFE RESOURCES from our shop Family Life Religious Supplies. 

OFFER TO SELL ON OUR BEHALF at your parish—you’ll be providing great items to your parish 
community whilst raising vital funds for our Crisis Pregnancy Centre. 

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL MP regarding your opposition to laws (and proposed laws) that are 
against life e.g.  

 the abortion, sterilisation and contraception act, 
 the pre-natal screening programme; and 
 the proposed “End of Life Choices” bill. 

DONATE YOUR TIME AND RESOURCES 

PAYROLL GIVING: This allows you to donate small amounts regularly from your pay and claim 
your tax rebate automatically instead of waiting until the end of the financial year. Even $10 every 
pay cycle makes a significant difference. 

BEQUEST: By simply asking your lawyer to add a codicil to your will, you will be helping to ensure 
that the life-saving work of FLI NZ continues into the next generation. 

Please accept my gift of: $10.00 $30.00 $100.00 $250.00 Other  $ 

Or for an instant donation of $30  

phone 0900 367 5433 

(This will be billed to your telephone account) 

Thank you for your generosity! 


