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Dear Friends of the Babies

I

t is always an exciting time when we await
the birth of a baby whose mum has been
involved with our Crisis Pregnancy Centre. Saturday a fortnight ago, I received a
call from my social worker, Maria, to say that she was
at the hospital where one of our Mums had just given
birth to a wee girl. But there was not the usual excitement and joy in Maria‘s voice. This beautiful little
baby girl had unexpected health problems and sadly
little Gabriel has gone home to Jesus. We had a funeral Mass for her in our little Chapel at FLI in Auckland. She will remain in our hearts forever, a very
special little rose. Please pray for her family that they
may be comforted in their sorrow.
Maria and Pauline in Auckland, Clare in Wellington,
and Sandra and Carmel in Christchurch do an amazing
work of love with every single mother, father and family who come into our Centres for Life looking for
hope, peace and the strength they need to give life to
their babies, and to love and protect their little ones.
Recently, I wrote to our Friends for Life asking for
financial help to raise funds to purchase a new ultrasound for the Auckland Centre. It is with a deep sense
of gratitude that I can report to you that we will be
able to take delivery of a new ultrasound later this
year. Not only that, we have been able to have the old
ultrasound fixed with an imported part from the United
States! This is a temporary measure and will see us
through until the new machine arrives. We are then
able to pass the obsolete but repaired machine to Dr
Cathy Black, who will be able to use it in Christchurch
for a short time until it really does give up for good!
We hope that Dr Cathy will at the very least be able to
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train up on that machine.
On behalf of the babies and my team at FLI in Auckland and Christchurch and Clare
who works from home in Wellington, I thank you for making this possible. I pray that
God will bestow many graces on you and your families for all your kindnesses and generosity of heart to Family Life International and our mission. You are each very important to us and we pray for you in our humble chapels.
I am also very pleased to report that we are making great progress with the Therese
Programme. This very special programme is for the advocacy and protection of sick
babies who have been diagnosed in-utero as having a so-called fatal and lethal anomaly,
or in our terms—Down Syndrome, heart defects and a myriad of other ailments. The
pressure on parents to abort these children is huge and we are helping these parents to
decide life for their children and offering whatever support, care and advocacy they
could possibly need in this great time of stress for them. As parents of three children
with special needs, two of whom have Down Syndrome, we appreciate tremendously
their wonderful gift of life and the unique and wonderful contribution they each make to
our family and society. We thank God every day that somehow they each managed to
escape the tragedy of abortion and God in His goodness entrusted each into our care.
On the political front, Labour MP, Hon. Steve Chadwick, recently proposed making
abortion legal up to twenty-four weeks. She must prepare herself for the biggest challenge in her life if she goes ahead with a Private Members Bill. No pro-lifer in this
country will stand by and allow this to happen. We are fully aware that we already have
abortion on demand in New Zealand and that babies are already being destroyed at much
later stages than reported. I have anecdotal evidence of staff in Auckland abortion facilities mouthing off that it just depends on how skirmish the attendants get whether or not
they can handle late term abortions. The late term abortions referred to are not the
‗legal‘ ones.
It is my deepest dream that we will achieve an abortion-free New Zealand. Together with all the efforts
of every pro-life group in New Zealand and beyond,
we each place our piece in the great jigsaw of life for
the greater Glory of God.
Will you join with me and pray for a conversion of
heart for all those involved in the grisly business of
destroying the most vulnerable little people in our
beloved country?
Yours in the service of Life

Baby Joachim wearing knitting
from the John Paul II Centre for
Life in Auckland.

Colleen Bayer
Director Family Life International NZ
Family Life International

www.fli.org.nz
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Respect for Unborn Human Life:

The Church’s Constant Teaching

T

The Catechism of the Catholic Church
states: ―Since the first century the Church
has affirmed the moral evil of every procured abortion. This teaching has not
changed and remains unchangeable. Direct
abortion, that is to say, abortion willed either as an end or a means, is gravely contrary to the moral law‖ (§2271).
In response to those who say this teaching has changed or is of recent origin, here
are the facts:

tirely from the man – the existence of the
human ovum (egg), like so much of basic
biology, was unknown.
However, such mistaken biological theories never changed the Church‘s common
conviction that abortion is gravely wrong at
every stage. At the very least, early abortion was seen as attacking a being with a
human destiny, being prepared by God to

From earliest times, Christians sharply
Each and every human life has
distinguished themselves from surrounding
inherent dignity, and thus must be
pagan cultures by rejecting abortion and
treated with respect
infanticide. The earliest widely used docudue to a human person.
ments of Christian teaching and practice
after the New Testament in the first and
second centuries, the Didache (Teaching of
the Twelve Apostles) and Letter of
receive an immortal soul (cf. Jeremiah 1:5:
Barnabas, condemned both practices, as
―Before I formed you in the womb, I knew
did early regional and particular Church
you‖).
councils.
In the 5th century AD this rejection of
To be sure, knowledge of human embryabortion
at every stage was affirmed by the
ology was very limited until recent times.
Many Christian thinkers accepted the bio- great bishop-theologian St Augustine. He
logical theories of their time, based on the knew of theories about the human soul not
writings of Aristotle (4th century BC) and being present until some weeks into pregnancy. Because he used the Greek Septuaother philosophers. Aristotle assumed a
gint translation of the Old Testament, he
process was needed over time to turn the
matter from a woman‘s womb into a being also thought the ancient Israelites had imposed a more severe penalty for accidenthat could receive a specifically human
form or soul. The active formative power tally causing a miscarriage if the fetus was
―fully formed‖ (Exodus 21:22-23),
for this process was thought to come en4
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language not found in any known Hebrew
version of this passage. But he also held
that human knowledge of biology was very
limited, and he wisely warned against misusing such theories to risk committing
homicide. He added that God has the
power to make up all human deficiencies
or lack of development in the Resurrection,
so we cannot assume that the earliest
aborted children will be excluded from
enjoying eternal life with God.
In the 13th century, St Thomas Aquinas
made extensive use of Aristotle‘s thought,
including his theory that the rational human
soul is not present in the first few weeks of
pregnancy. But he also rejected abortion as
gravely wrong at every stage, observing
that it is a sin ―against nature‖ to reject
God‘s gift of a new life.
During these centuries, theories derived
from Aristotle and others influenced the
grading of penalties for abortion in Church
law. Some canonical penalties were more
severe for a direct abortion after the stage
when the human soul was thought to be
present. However, abortion at all stages
continued to be seen as a grave and moral

evil.
From the 13th to 19th centuries, some
theologians speculated about rare and difficult cases where they thought an abortion
before ―formation‖ or ―ensoulment‖ might
be morally justified. But these theories
were discussed and then always rejected, as
the Church refined and reaffirmed its understanding of abortion as an intrinsically
evil act that can never be morally right.
In 1827, with the discovery of the human
ovum, the mistaken biology of Aristotle
was discredited. Scientists increasingly
understood that the union of sperm and egg
at conception produces a new living being
that is distinct from both mother and father.
Modern genetics demonstrated that this
individual is, at the outset, distinctively
human, with the inherent and active potential to mature into a human fetus, infant,
child and adult. From 1869 onward the
obsolete distinction between the
―ensouled‖ and the ―unensouled‖ fetus was
permanently removed from canon law on
abortion.
Secular laws against abortion were being
Continued on page 16

“To all the members of the Church, the people of life
and for life, I make this most urgent appeal that
together we may offer this world of ours new signs of
hope, and work to ensure that justice and
solidarity will increase and that a new culture of
human life will be affirmed, for the building of an
authentic civilization of truth and love.”
John Paul II—The Gospel of Life #6.

Family Life International

www.fli.org.nz
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A SHORT HISTORY OF

ABORTION IN NEW ZEALAND
1937 McMillan inquiry into abortion published. Claims that at least one pregnancy in
five ended in abortion.
1953 The first Family Planning Association clinic opened in Auckland.
1970 Abortion becomes a public issue, and several pro-life groups are founded.
1970 The Abortion Law Reform Association of NZ (ALRANZ) is founded (currently
run by Dame Margaret Sparrow).
1971 The NZ Government announced the first grant to NZFPA.
1971 A pro-abortion feminist group splits from ALRANZ and forms the National
Abortion Action Campaign.
1974 The Auckland Medical Aid Centre (AMAC) opens. This is the first private
abortion clinic in New Zealand.
1974 An abortionist from the Auckland Medical Aid Centre is accused of procuring 12
abortions. The first trial ends in a hung jury, then a second ends in an acquittal.
1975 Prime Minister Rowling establishes a Royal Commission into contraception,
sterilization and abortion.
1977 The Contraception, Sterilization and Abortion Act is passed. It establishes an
Abortion Supervisory Committee and a system of ―certifying consultants‖ to
approve requests for abortion.
1982 New Plymouth paediatrician Dr Melvyn Wall legally challenges the decision of
the two certifying consultants who approved an abortion for a 15 year old. The
High Court rejects the case.
1990 Sections of the Contraception, Sterilization and Abortion Act are repealed to
allow the dispensing of contraceptives to under 16 year olds. These changes are
overseen by the then Minister of Health, Helen Clark.
1996 Minister of Health Jenny Shipley announces a new package aimed at, among
other things, reducing the number of abortions.
2001 The Ministry of Health and the then Minister of Health, Annette King, approves
the use of mifepristone (RU-486) for abortions in New Zealand.
6
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2003 The NZ High Court rules that women having an early medical abortion can
legally leave an abortion clinic before the abortion process is completed.
2003 NZ experiences its highest number of abortions ever (18,511 abortions).
2004 Section 38 of the Care of Children Act challenged by National MP Judith Collins,
who proposes a change which would require parental notification for under 16‘s
who want abortions—62% of MPs vote against the proposed change.
2009 Justice Miller declares (in an official ruling): “there is reason to believe the
[Abortion] law is being applied more liberally than Parliament intended”, and
that there is reason to doubt the lawfulness of many abortions taking place in NZ.
2009 The NZ Family Planning Association announces that it is seeking a license to
start offering RU-486 abortions in its NZ clinics.
2010 Labour MP Steve Chadwick announces that she will be putting her name to a new
bill which will legalize abortion on demand up to 24 weeks in NZ.

It is normal to grieve a pregnancy loss,
including the loss of a child by abortion.
It can form a hole in one’s heart, a hole so
deep that sometimes it seems nothing can
fill the emptiness.

There is

PH: 0800 111 811
for confidential support and healing.

PROJECT RACHEL
Family Life International

PROJECT RACHEL
Project Rachel will host in Auckland on
Saturday September 4th, 2010 A Day of
Prayer and Healing Retreat. This provides a safe, loving and prayerful environment for all those who are suffering
from the effects of abortion and miscarriage. The theme of the day is taken
from the message of Divine Mercy.
―Jesus I trust in You.‖ The goal for the
Day of Prayer and Healing is that each
retreatant leave the day with the hope
that healing is possible for him/her.
A Mass of Remembrance and Healing
will be held on October 13th, 2010.
This Mass is for all parents and their
families who have suffered the loss of
their babies through abortion, miscarriage, stillbirth or soon after birth.
Further details are on page 23. 
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What is

R

tered. This synthetic hormone causes the
cervix to soften and dilate and the uterus to
contract, expelling the foetus. Usually this
occurs within four hours. Many women
expel at home, see the foetus and are
shocked to see how developed it is.
The proper use of the drug requires three
visits to a physician or clinic over a period
of about 15 days. This compares to the one
-step surgical procedure.

U-486 was invented by
Dr Etienne-Emily
Baulieu in France in 1980.
In New Zealand its use was approved by
He stated at the time that the the Minister of Health, Annette King, in
drug was not a simple procedure and was, August 2001. It is already being adminisan appalling psychological ordeal for
tered in Auckland and Christchurch.
women (because she has to live with her
abortion process for a week, or longer).
It was approved for use in France in September 1988, but withdrawn for a period
because of pro-life action. RU-486 was its
designation at the Roussell Uclaf company
which designed the drug. It is also marketed under the trade names Mifegyne and
Mifeprex.

RU-486 is used as an
abortifacient in the first two
months of pregnancy.

It is used as an abortifacient in the first
two months of pregnancy. It is not to be
used later than the ninth week after the start
of the last menstrual period. After the 63rd
day the drug becomes less effective and the
side effects more severe.

Some advocate that it is an important
option for women who want to avoid surgery or who desire an abortion at a very
early stage of pregnancy before surgical
abortion is medically feasible. Some comIt is considered to be 98% effective in
pare it to having a ―a natural miscarriage‖.
killing the unborn baby.
But it is not natural, and this covers up
what is truly happening. Pro-lifers are conThe synthetic agent, a poison, acts by
blocking the hormone progesterone which cerned that women in crisis pregnancy will
enables the baby to remain implanted in the feel pressured to opt for RU-486, without
mother‘s womb and to be nourished. The enough time to consider other options such
embryo‘s bond to the uterus breaks down, as keeping the baby or open adoption.
halting foetal development. 1-3 days later
Side effects of a medical abortion can
a second drug, prostaglandin, is adminisinclude extensive bleeding, cramping,
8
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fever, viral infection, vaginitis, endometritis (inflammation
of the uterine lining), continued pain, nausea and vomiting.
On average, women experience varying degrees of bleeding for 8-9 days. But 9% of women in US trials bled for
over 30 days.
Death can occur. There have been 12 reported deaths in
USA, for example Holly Patterson, California, who died
from septic shock in September 2003.
There have been over 1200 complications, many life
threatening, resulting from the use of this drug. The long
term effects on women‘s health are unknown. One effect of
the drugs combination is to suppress immune system response. Women are left with a lifetime of sorrow, regret,
grief, spiritual, physical and psychological damage.
Dame Margaret Sparrow is an Honorary Vice President
and life member of the Family Planning Association. She is
also a share holder and director of Istar Ltd, the sole importer of RU-486. She supports the application by Family
Planning to the Abortion Supervisory Committee for a licence to perform medical abortions at its Hamilton clinic.
Hamilton Family Planning has moved its premises to a
building about four times the size of their previous office.
Presumably this is because they expect the licence to be
granted and are preparing for that time. 
Source: stopfamilyplanning.org.nz.

Pregnant
&
Worried?
Confused?
Not sure what to do?
You are not alone.
Call us first.

PH: 0800 4 LIFE
(0800 367 5433)

Free confidential
pregnancy tests,
counselling and
practical help.

We Care.

Life is a Precious Gift!
Leave a gift that keeps on giving!
After you have provided for your family, you can do something
special for countless unborn children by giving them the

Gift of Life!
By simply asking your lawyer to add a codicil to your will, you
will be helping to ensure that the life-saving work of FLI
continues for many years to come!
Family Life International

www.fli.org.nz
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NZ Abortion Statistics
Below are selected statistics for the year 2009 for notified procured abortions.
 17,550 abortions (down from 17,940 in 2008, but up from 15,501 in 1999).
 63.3% had never had an abortion before.
 25.2% had had one abortion before.
 11.5% had had two or more abortions previously.
 The most abortions happened in the 20-24 year old age group (5,332) followed by
the 15-19 year old age group (3,873), 25-29 (3,539), 30-34 (2,311), 35-39 (1,692)
40-44 (674), 11-14 (79), 45+ (50).
 47.7% had never had a live birth before.
 20.4% had had one live birth previously.
 31.9% had had two or more live births previously.
 20.4% of all abortions occurred at 9 weeks of pregnancy.
Source: Statistics New Zealand (www.stats.govt.nz)

A

lthough much has been
done for the cause of life
here in New Zealand the
assault keeps coming from
the culture of death.

Most recently Labour MP, Steve
Chadwick (Rotorua) proposed an amend-

man rights issue and a women‘s health
issue.
Family Life International maintains
that abortion can never be allowed as a
legitimate means of dealing with unplanned pregnancies. There are two people directly involved in a pregnancy—the

Abortion Law Reform?
ment to our current law allowing abortion
up until 24 weeks and removing the
pseudo-safeguard of two certifying consultants to approve the procedure. At present Steve Chadwick (who once practised
as a midwife), is putting the idea out into
the public domain for comment. However,
she believes that the law as it stands needs
to be reviewed, and it is likely that in time
she will draft a private member‘s bill seeking abortion on demand until 24 weeks.
According to Chadwick, abortion is a hu10

mother and the baby—and many more
people are affected as well, including fathers and grandparents.
Making access to abortion easier, as
Chadwick proposes, will ultimately harm
more women and allow even more shedding of blood.
Here at Family Life International, we
will continue to do everything we can to
ensure that New Zealand becomes abortion
–free. 
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Milestones of

Life

Birth isn’t the beginning of your life. It’s just one chapter of a continuing story. In fact,
you will continue to develop, just like you did in the womb, until about the age of 23
when you will have finished growing. Here is a brief overview of life before birth.

Fertilization

At the moment of conception your genetic blueprint was set in
place—eye and hair colour, facial features, gender were all determined at that moment.

21 days

Your heart started beating.

21-28 days

A rudimentary nervous system was in place, your arms and then
legs began to grow. The beginnings of your lungs, liver, stomach,
pancreas and thyroid were evident.

40 days

Brain waves were recordable.

8 weeks

By this time all your external features and internal organs were
present. You measured about 3.5cm long.

9-12 weeks

Your fingernails begun to develop and your eyelids fused shut.

13-16 weeks

You begun to hear, and your pain sensors were operating well.

17-20 weeks

Your growing started to slow down a little, but your Mum could
probably feel you bouncing around!

21-40 weeks

You continued to grow and develop and put on fat ready for life
outside of the womb.

There is no one else just like you.
You are a special, unrepeatable miracle.
Family Life International

www.fli.org.nz
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“The Gospel of Life is at the heart of Jesus’ message. Lov
preached with dauntless fidelity as ‘good new

John Paul II - The Go
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February / March 2011

anga

uckland
Hamilton

mouth

Nelson

Wellington

Join Fr Linus Clovis
and the Sisters of Life
as they travel to
Cathedrals and Churches
throughout New Zealand
praying for an end to the
abortion holocaust
in this country.
The pilgrimage will include:
 Holy Mass;
 Prayer and Adoration;
 Talks on life issues;

Christchurch

 Single day pro-life retreats in

some centres.
Fuller details will be published
closer to the time.
For more information or to help
organise the pilgrimage in your area
contact FLI Auckland (09) 279 2413.

vingly received day after day by the Church, it is to be
ws’ to the people of every age and culture.”

ospel of Life #1
Family Life International

www.fli.org.nz
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REDUCTION of embryos
A teaching from Dignitas Personae
A normal practice in medicine these days is to offer a woman with a multiple
pregnancy the opportunity to “reduce” the number of embryos that she carries. This
of course is selective abortion and the issue was addressed in the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith’s recent document Dignitas Personae (on certain bioethical
questions). The text below is a direct quotation from the document regarding the
reduction of embryos .
21. Some techniques used in artificial
procreation, above all the transfer of
multiple embryos into the mother’s
womb, have caused a significant increase
in the frequency of multiple pregnancy. This situation gives rise in turn to
the practice of so-called embryo reduction, a procedure in which embryos or foetuses in the womb are directly exterminated.
The decision to eliminate human lives, given that it was a human life that was desired in
the first place, represents a contradiction that can often lead to suffering and feelings
of guilt lasting for years.
From the ethical point of view, embryo reduction is an intentional selective abortion. It
is in fact the deliberate and direct elimination of one or more innocent human beings in
the initial phase of their existence and as such it always constitutes a grave moral disorder.[41]
The ethical justifications proposed for embryo reduction are often based on analogies
with natural disasters or emergency situations in which, despite the best intentions of
all involved, it is not possible to save everyone. Such analogies cannot in any way be the
basis for an action which is directly abortive. At other times, moral principles are invoked, such as those of the lesser evil or double effect, which are likewise inapplicable
in this case. It is never permitted to do something which is intrinsically illicit, not even in
view of a good result: the end does not justify the means.
Footnotes:
41 cf. Second Vatican Council, Pastoral Constitution Gaudium et spes, n. 51; John Paul II, Encyclical Letter Evangelium vitae,
62: AAS 87 (1995), 472.
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What can YOU do?
 Continue to pray and support the work of Family Life International.
 Pray for abortionists to change their hearts—many have converted because of the
prayers of faithful pro-lifers.
 If you can mobilize a small group to pray the Rachel Rosary outside an abortion
facility, we can supply you with the address of the abortion place in each of the
main cities.
 Help us get the October pro-life prayer said in your parish throughout October.
Please contact us for details.
 Distribute crisis pregnancy brochures and posters in your area. Parishes, Christian
churches, libraries, work places are all great places to display the 0800 FOR
LIFE phone number.
 Distribute Project Rachel and post abortion
brochures in your areas as above.
 Promote Billings Natural Fertility Regulation.
 Support FLI‘s Therese programme protecting
handicapped babies in the womb from abortion.
 Book our speakers for your parish.
 Help us organise the Pilgrimage for Life in your area.
 Be joyful and full of hope in our Lord‘s promises!

Can You Help Us Spread the Word?
Family Life International can provide you
with a well-informed speaker for:

Youth Groups

Subject Ideas:
Abortion, Contraception, Euthanasia,
Bio-Ethics, Chastity, Theology of the
Body and much more...

Prayer Groups
Apostolate Meetings
Senior High School Classes
Parish Education
Family Life International

www.fli.org.nz

For more information contact:
Brendan Malone
brendan@fli.org.nz
Or phone
Auckland 09 279 2413
Christchurch 03 351 3225
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Continued from page 5

tion to abortion is the principle that each
and every human life has inherent dignity,
reformed at the same time and in the
and thus must be treated with the respect
same way, based on secular medical exdue to a human person. This is the founperts‘ realization that ―no other doctrine
dation for the Church‘s social doctrine,
appears to be consonant with reason or
including its teachings on war, the use of
physiology but that which admits the embryo to possess vitality from the very mo- capital punishment, euthanasia, health care,
poverty and immigration. Conversely, to
ment of conception‖ (American Medical
Association Report on Criminal Abortion, claim that some live human beings do not
deserve respect or should not be treated as
1871).
―persons‖ (based on changeable factors
Thus modern science has not changed the
such as age, condition, location, or lack of
Church‘s constant teaching against abormental or physical abilities) is to deny the
tion, but has underscored how important
very idea of inherent human rights. Such a
and reasonable it is, by confirming that the
claim undermines respect for the lives of
life of each individual of the human spemany vulnerable people before and after
cies begins with the earliest embryo.
birth. 
Given the scientific fact that a human life
Used with permission from the United States
begins at conception, the only moral norm
Conference of Catholic Bishops.
needed to understand the Church‘s opposi-

ALL FOR LIFE

IMPORTANT NOTICE

CONFERENCE 2010

Recently we fundraised for a new ultrasound machine. A huge thank you to
everyone who has contributed to this
project.

29-30 October
The Rutherford Hotel • Nelson
Featuring:

Dr David Reardon, PhD
(Elliot Institute USA)

Tina Jack
(Loving for Life Western Australia)
Presentations from pro-life workers.
We will discuss effective strategies to
promote a culture of life,
improve sexuality education,
Crisis Pregnancy Support and adoption
services and post abortion care.
For more information e-mail:
all4life@xtra.co.nz
16

It has come to our notice that several
people sent cheques to FLI for this purpose. We have never received those
donations. We have sent a formal letter
of complaint to NZ Post and are currently
waiting on the results of their enquiry. If
you have sent a cheque to FLI for this
purpose and the cheque has not been
banked could you please cancel that
cheque and start again as it is likely to
have been lost by NZ Post. 
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at the Family Life International Conference
in 2009.
Later that year the first training session
The Billings Ovulation Method is a natu- was held in Auckland and was attended by
ral way of achieving or postponing prega group of very passionate future teachers
nancy. A woman is taught how to identify of the Billings Ovulation Method of Natuthe ferral Fertility
tile days
Regulation
in her
(NFR).
cycle by
The second
observTeaching
ing the
session
cervical
will be
mucus
held on the
Attendees at the launching of WOOMBNZ at the FLI Conference, 2009.
sympweekend of
tom. The Billings Method was researched July 31st-August 1st 2010 and from this the
and scientifically verified by two Austrahope is to spread the word in the Church
lian doctors and having been trialled by the and wider community that tuition is availWorld Health Organization and others, is
able in the Billings Ovulation Method
now taught by trained teachers in 122
(BOM).
countries including China.
WOOMBNZ is accredited to teach this
WOOMBNZ (World Organization Ovu- method in New Zealand. To contact a
lation Method Billings NZ) was launched
teacher near you please phone:
Auckland: 09 279 2413 or 0800 111 811
Christchurch: 03 351 3227 or 0800 367 5433
Nelson: 03 548 1858. 
Can be used in all
situations.
Completely in
accord with Church
teaching.
Qualified Teachers.
99.8% effective.
THIS METHOD IS LOVE.

0800 367 5433
Participants at the first
Billings training session.

To find a teacher near you.
Family Life International

www.fli.org.nz
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“For it was you who created my being,
Knit me together in my mother’s womb.
I thank you for the wonder of my being,
For the wonders of all your creation.
Already you knew my soul,
my body held no secret from you
when I was being fashioned in secret
and moulded in the depths of the earth.”
Psalm 138:13-15

Mass of Thanksgiving
We invite all our
Friends for Life in the
greater Auckland area to
this special
Mass of Thanksgiving.
Mass will be offered for the
intentions of our friends for
life and you are welcome to
bring your prayer requests
to place on the altar.

When:

Sunday 12 September, 2010
2:00pm
Where:

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
19 Banff Ave • Epsom
Celebrant:

Fr John Airey, CSsR
(Chairman FLI)

Followed by Afternoon Tea
A home made afternoon tea will be served after Mass
by the staff of Family Life International.
We would like to say a big “thank you” to all of you whom make it possible for
us to serve life, faith and family.
Colleen will give an update on the work that
Family Life International is doing.
The Christening Gown raffle will be drawn.
An excellent range of religious articles and books will
be available to purchase.
18
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We are absolutely thrilled to report to you
that little Benedict has has now turned five
years old. He was born at the time when
Pope Benedict was elected and he had been
targeted for abortion due to a condition
diagnosed with severe holoprosencephaly.
He was born normal and healthy and we
are told now that he is highly intelligent.
He now lives back in South Africa with his
mum and sisters. The local parish priest,
Fr Gerald Gosling keeps us up to date with
his progress. All thanks to God! 

M

Reasons for Hope

onique phoned our pregnancy centre sounding very anxious about
the ability to provide for her baby. She was seven weeks pregnant
and her family and her husband’s family all thought that they were too
young and had no means to support this baby. Monique did not believe in
abortion but she was feeling very vulnerable and
helpless.
Her husband was looking for employment and she
had been looking after her mother the previous year,
nursing her through a terminal illness and had also
been on a sickness benefit herself. She had lost
contact with her friends and as her husband was of
a different culture, she was feeling a little isolated.
We were able to invite her to our Mother’s Support
Group which she has attended frequently with the
help from one of our volunteers, Jean, who has
transported her each week. As it happened, we had
just received a donated cot and mattress and I was able to give this to
Monique who was absolutely delighted and she couldn’t wait to take it
home and get her husband to put it up in the lounge. This was so the
‘family’ could all see it. She was given a beautiful quilt and a sheet set to
go with it. A baby pack also was given and the difference in Monique’s
whole demeanour changed. She was very appreciative of the help and ongoing support that we could give her.
It has not been an easy pregnancy all the time, but on July 5th, a beautiful
baby girl called Jane arrived to bless this young couple. 
Family Life International
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The Theology of the Body speaks to the deepest meaning of why we were created, the
purpose of love and sexuality, and the meaning of life. These topics are important for all
persons, especially for teens. Teens crave the Theology of the Body—even though they
may not know it at a cognitive level. They are yearning for answers to life‘s deepest
questions, as well as a positive portrayal of their sexuality. John Paul II‘s vision for the
meaning of our bodies and our sexual desires is a topic that will connect with teens in a
way that speaks to the deepest desires of their hearts.
Human beings were made for greatness. We were made to know God, know truth, and
live life in a way that brings us peace and happiness. These pursuits are often difficult to
reflect upon and come by in today‘s distracting and permissive culture. As a result, it is
perhaps harder to live as a teenager today than any other time before. The wounds our
teenagers experience are deep and manifold. Due to our culture‘s focus on immediate
gratification, many teens have lost their way, and in the process have lost hope of attaining the greatness they desire. The Theology of the Body will help restore their hope
because it reveals for our teenagers a road map to real love and authentic happiness.
Theology of the Body for Teens will help them to unlearn the misguided teachings of
the modern culture and provide them with the very key to life—the key to happiness and
peace. It will help them discover the ultimate purpose for which God created them—
communion with him. 
Source: wwwtobforteens.com

A New Course For Term Three!
2 August - 20 September
and one weekend retreat
Mondays 7:00pm-9:00pm Term 3 2010
Holy Family Parish Hall
94 Taikata Rd Te Atatu Peninsula
Open to Youth Year 9 and above

Information evening for parents
7:30pm July 26 Holy Family Parish Hall
Course approved by Most Rev. Bishop Patrick Dunn
For more info about the programme visit: www.tobforteens.com
Or e-mail Danielle at fli.youth@gmail.com
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L
Prayer
to end
abortion

Lord God, I thank you today for the gift of my life.
And for the lives of my brothers and sisters.
I know there is nothing that destroys more life than
abortion,
Yet I rejoice that you have conquered death by the
Resurrection of Your Son.
I am ready to do my part in ending abortion.
Today I commit myself
Never to be silent,
Never to be passive,
Never to be forgetful of the unborn.
I commit myself to be active in the pro-life movement,
And never to stop defending life
Until all my brothers and sisters are protected
And New Zealand once again becomes a nation with
liberty and justice,
Not just for some, but for all,
Through Christ our Lord,

Amen!

October is pro-life month.
Family Life International is pledging to pray this prayer
each day in October.

Please join us!
Prayer cards are available. Please phone 09 279 2413

Therese

GOD’S PLAN FOR LOVE & LIFE

LIFE FEST TWENTYTEN

Programme

YOUTH EVENT
Talks

Worship

Fun

St Anne’s Hall
Emmett St • Newtown • Wellington

Tuesday 28 September
10:00am - 4:00pm
$10.00
Contact Clare: 04 236 0275
tbaymccleans@clear.net.nz
Family Life International

Family Life International is currently
compiling a list of
Catholic Health Professionals
to whom we can send our Therese
Programme packs. If you know of any
doctors, nurses, social workers and
other health professionals who would
benefit from this information please
contact FLI Auckland 09 279 2413.

www.fli.org.nz
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Mail
A selection of letters from the
Family Life International Mail box.
Dear Colleen
What a wonderful evening [Cardinal
Arinze Dinner]. You must feel very
proud of your hard work. The presenters,
presentations, the food—all done to the
highest standard.
I am praying very hard for your dream
of a Bio-ethics Centre in Auckland for
Health Workers and Doctors, etc. Epsom/Remuera Road—in the heartland of
the Artificial Fertility Centres—would be
a good property site.
May God bless you in all your undertakings which are so intimate to the core
of God‘s work and His Mother.
V & J Mills
Auckland
Dear Colleen
What Christ-like work you people are
doing. Thank you all for your example.
May God and Our Lady care for each
of you every day along with those who
are dear to you.
Sincerely
F P Garty
Taranaki

Box
Dear Colleen
If you are a knitter you will know that
there is always some wool left over from
a garment and it gets put in the draw and
there it stays. Well, I have just had a big
tidy up and found I had more leftovers
than I knew.
These booties won‘t go far but every
little helps. They are kind of ‗mix and
match‘ and you may smile at some!
Please tell the mums were so proud of
them and thankful that they made the
very best choice to continue with their
pregnancy. As they have honoured Our
Lord, so he will honour them. May they
come to know Jesus as their Saviour,
Lord and friend and experience his love,
joy and peace forever.
God‘s richest blessings to yourself and
your husband plus all these other wonderful people who stand alongside you as
you care for these young mums.
Sorry to hear your scanner is done. We
plan to send you a contribution in about
two weeks time for it. It certainly is the
answer to all the questions the women
ask.
God bless you and yours
Alison Peake
Te Awamutu

FLI NZ’s Official Blog
www.thefridayfocus.wordpress.com
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Event Diary
Auckland
July 19

How to Talk About Abortion Without Losing Friends and Making Enemies
7:30pm • St Joseph’s Centre • 1 Fred Thomas Drive • Takapuna

July 23

IVF and Personhood - Part 2
8:30pm - 9:45pm (Adoration at 7:30pm)
Sacred Heart Parish Hall • 16 Vermont Street • Ponsonby

July 26

Public Meeting on Abortion (Hosted by St Mark’s Justice and Peace Group)
7:30pm • St Mark’s Parish Centre • 334 Pakuranga Road • Pakuranga

July 26

Parents Meeting for Theology of the Body for Teens
Holy Family Parish Hall • 94 Taikata Road • Te Atatu Peninsula
Contact Danielle at fli.youth@gmail.com

August 2

Theology of the Body for Teens (First Session)
Holy Family Parish Hall • 94 Taikata Road • Te Atatu Peninisuala
Contact Danielle at fli.youth@gmail.com

July 31st August 1

Billings Training Weekend
Contact Pauline 09 279 2413

September 4 A Day of Prayer and Healing Retreat (Project Rachel)
9:00am - 5:00pm • Contact Pauline 09 279 2413
September 12 Mass of Thanksgiving and Afternoon Tea
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Parish • Contact 09 279 2413
October 13

Mass of Remembrance and Healing (Project Rachel)
7:30pm • Ss Francis and Therese • Montrose Street • Pt Chevalier
Contact Pauline 09 279 2413

Wellington
August 7

Prayer Vigil for Life (Mass, Adoration, Rosary Procession, Benediction)
10:00am - Noon • St Anne’s Catholic Church • Newtown
Contact Clare 04 236 0275 or tbaymccleans@clear.net.nz

September 28 Life Fest 2010
10:00am—4:00pm • St Anne’s Hall • Emmett St • Newtown
Contact Clare 04 236 0275 or tbaymccleans@clear.net.nz

Christchurch
August 1

Introduction to John Paul II’s Theology of the Body
Catholic Tertiary Chaplaincy • University of Canterbury
Phone 03 348 8882

August 17

Prayer Vigil for Life (Mass, Adoration and Pilgrimage)
1:00pm • St Mary’s in the City • Manchester Street • Christchurch
Contact 03 351 3227
Family Life International
www.fli.org.nz

23

catholicgifts.co.nz

RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES

F amily Life

Books  Statues  Crucifixes  Rosaries  Pro-life Materials
Baptism, First Communion and Confirmation Gifts and much more...

Visit our shops, order on-line or request a catalogue

Ph: 0800 FLI SHOP (0800 354 7467)
Puhoi Distribution Centre: Puhoi Rd  P O Box 404109  Puhoi 0951  Ph: 09 422 3407 for hours
Papatoetoe: Family Life International  98 Wallace Rd  Papatoetoe  Ph: 09 279 2413 for hours

