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Dear Friends of the Babies

W

hen sitting down to write this article I had been thinking about what
it means to be truly pro-life and the
ways in which we can uphold the
dignity of each human being from the moment of
conception through to natural death.
The following is the introduction from a book entitled “52 Simple Things You Can Do To Be Pro-Life”
written by Anne Pierson and Carol Risser. When
reading this introduction, I realised that it was saying
what I wanted to say to you all! I hope that you will
find encouragement and a desire for action from
reading it as I did.
A Pinch of Salt
How important it is that we realize the pro-life
movement is far broader in scope than saving unborn babies and helping women who are experiencing a crisis pregnancy! Certainly, both are very important aspects of our work and ministry. Yet they
are pieces of a much larger whole.
Over the years, we have seen firsthand the length,
width, height and depth of the pro-life movement.
The term “pro-life” encompasses ministry to single
parents struggling to raise children alone, and to the
handicapped for whom life is a lonely battle. These
people, all created and loved by God, are as much in
need of the pro-life movement as mothers and babies.
Because of this vast scope of human need, the prolife movement can involve us all. Everyone—
especially we who are the body of Christ—can be
doing something that is pro-life. Children, grand-
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parents, mothers and fathers; our churches, businesses, youth groups, classrooms, Bible
studies and prayer groups—all can play a simple but vital role in this move of God that is
sweeping our country.
Perhaps you have wondered, what can I do in the pro-life movement that will make a
difference? What can I do that will have an impact and make a change? The ideas presented below are simple—but each one is like a cleansing, preserving touch of salt.
Jesus doesn’t ask that you be a whole box of salt—only a pinch of it (Matthew 5:13).
Will you be salt?
We can reach out in our own way, according to the particular call God has put on our
lives—and in reaching out, we can draw others closer to God. Men, women, and children all around us cry out for loving, caring hands. And in ways that are simple and
natural, we can bring the kingdom of God to them.
No task or gift is too small to help win God’s battle on behalf of mankind. We know
that with each gift of service you offer, you will find blessing.”
Here are some ideas:
















Organise or participate in Prayer Vigils;
Pass on your unique gifts to pregnant women;
Be a foster parent for CYFS;
Talk to your friends about your feelings on life issues;
Become the pro-life contact person for your parish;
Invite someone from FLI to speak;
Give financially—be a “Friend of Life”;
Subscribe to FLI’s publications;
Pray at an abortion clinic;
Participate in or organise a Pro-Life Sunday at your Church on October 9th this year;
Organise or participate in a Life Chain;
Compile a list of materials and resources for your Church;
Remember Senior Citizens;
Support a parent whose pre-born child is diagnosed with a foetal anomaly;
Support Project Rachel—a group for women who have had an abortion (see page 26
for more information).

If we all do little things to “respect, protect, love and serve life, every human
life!” (Evangelium Vitae, n. 5) then with God’s grace we will be able to successfully
build a Culture of Life in this country we all love. I pray that you will join the team at
Family Life International in solidarity and true Christian charity.
Yours in the service of Life

Colleen Bayer
Director Family Life International NZ
Family Life International

www.fli.org.nz

3

On Saturday 27th December last year, Pope Benedict XVI led the whole Church
in a Prayer Vigil for all Nascent Life. Our Holy Father had asked all the faithful
to participate on this date in their own lands. Here in New Zealand, Family
Life International joined the Hillsborough parish for all-night Adoration, held a
Vigil in Christchurch and joined in solidarity at home with suggested prayers
from the United States Catholic Bishops. The following is an abridged version
of the address that Benedict XVI gave during this unprecedented Vigil.

Dear Brothers and Sisters

Virgin Mary, God who makes himself little, who becomes a child; it speaks to us of
With this evening celebration the Lord
the coming of a God who is close, who
gives us the grace and joy of opening the
chose to experience human life from the
new Liturgical Year, starting with its first
very beginning in order to save it totally, in
season: Advent, the period that commemo- its fullness. And so the mystery of the
rates the coming of God among us. Every Lord’s Incarnation and the beginning of
beginning brings a special grace, because it
is blessed by the Lord.
Dear brothers and sisters, our gathering
Let us be aware of the value of
this evening for the beginning of the journey through Advent is enriched by another
every person’s incomparable
important reason: together with the whole
dignity and of our great
Church we wish to celebrate a solemn
responsibility to all.
prayer vigil for unborn life. I would like to
express my gratitude to all those who have
accepted this invitation and to those who
are specifically dedicated to welcoming
and safeguarding human life in its various human life are closely and harmoniously
connected and in tune with each other in
situations of frailty, especially when it is
the one saving plan of God, the Lord of the
newly conceived and in its early stages.
life of each and everyone.
Precisely, the beginning of the Liturgical
The incarnation reveals to us, with inYear helps us live anew the expectation of
tense
light and in a surprising way, that
God who took flesh in the womb of the
every human life has a very lofty and
4
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incomparable dignity.
In comparison with all the other living
beings that populate the earth man has an
unmistakable originality. He is presented
as the one unique being, endowed with
intelligence and free will, as well as consisting of material reality. He lives simultaneously and inseparably in both the spiritual and the corporal dimension. This is
also suggested in the text of the First Letter
to the Thessalonians that has just been proclaimed: “May
the God of
peace himself”,
St Paul writes,
“sanctify you
wholly; and
may your spirit
and soul and
body be kept
sound and
blameless for
the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ” (5:23).
We are therefore spirit, soul and body.
We are part of this world, tied to the possibilities and limitations of our material condition, while at the same time we are open
to an infinite horizon, able to converse with
God and to welcome him within us. We
are active in earthly realities and though
them we are able to perceive God’s presence and to reach out to him, Truth, Goodness and absolute Beauty. We savour fragments of life and happiness and yearn for
complete fulfilment.
God loves us deeply, totally and without
making distinctions. He calls us to friendship with him, he makes us part of a reality
beyond every imagination and every
thought and word: his divine life itself.
With feeling and gratitude, let us be aware
Family Life International

of the value of every human person’s incomparable dignity and of our great responsibility to all. “Christ, the final
Adam”, the Second Vatican Council states,
“by the revelation of the mystery of the
Father and his love, fully reveals man to
man himself and makes his supreme calling clear... By his Incarnation, the Son of
God has in a certain way united himself
with each man.” (Gaudium et Spes, n.
22).
Believing in
Jesus Christ
also means
seeing man in a
new way, with
trust and hope.
Moreover, experience itself
and right
reason testify
that the human
being is capable of understanding and of wanting, conscious of himself and free, unrepeatable and irreplaceable, the summit of all earthly realities, and
who demands to be recognized as a value
in himself and deserves always to be accepted with respect and love. He is entitled
not to be treated as an object to be possessed or a thing to be manipulated at will,
and not to be exploited as a means for the
benefit of others and their interests. The
human person is a good in himself and his
integral development must always be
sought. Love for all, moreover, if it is sincere, tends spontaneously to become preferential attention to the weakest and poorest. This explains the Church’s concern for
the unborn, the frailest, those most threatened by the selfishness of adults and the
Continued on the next page...
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there is no reason not to consider him a
person from conception. Unfortunately,
even after birth, the lives of children continue to be exposed to neglect, hunger, poverty, disease, abuse, violence and exploitation. The many violations of their rights
sorrowfully wound the conscience of every
person of good will.
In the face of the sad view of injustices
committed against human life, before and
after birth, I make my own Pope John Paul
II’s passionate appeal to the responsibility
of each and every individual: “respect,
protect, love and serve life, every human
life! Only in this direction will you find
justice, development, true freedom, peace
and happiness!” (Encyclical Evangelium
Vierge Orante
Vitae, n. 5). I urge politicians, leaders of
clouding of consciences. The Church con- the economy and of social communications
tinually reasserts what the Second Vatican to do everything in their power to promote
Council declared against abortion and
a culture ever respectful of human life, to
against every violation of unborn life:
obtain favourable conditions and support
“from the moment of its conception life
networks for the acceptance and developmust be guarded with the greatest
ment of life.
care” (ibid., n. 51). Cultural trends exist
Let us entrust our prayers and our comthat seek to anaesthetize consciences with mitment to unborn life to the Virgin Mary,
spurious arguments.
who welcomed the Son of God made man
With regard to the embryo in the
with her faith, with her maternal womb,
mother’s womb, science itself highlights its with her attentive care, with her nurturing
autonomy, its capacity for interaction with support, vibrant with love. Let us do so in
the mother, the coordination of biological
the Liturgy—which is the place where we
processes, the continuity of development,
live the truth and where truth lives with
the growing complexity of the organism. It us—adoring the divine Eucharist in which
is not an accumulation of biological mate- we contemplate Christ’s Body, that Body
rial but rather of a new living being, dywhich took flesh from Mary through the
namic and marvellously ordered, a new
action of the Holy Spirit, and was born of
individual of the human species. This is
her in Bethlehem for our salvation. Ave,
what Jesus was in Mary’s womb; this is
verum Corpus, natum de Maria Virgine! 
what we all were in our mother’s womb.
We may say with Tertullian, an ancient
Pope Benedict XVI
Christian writer: “the one who will be a
November 27th, 2010
man is one already” (Apologeticum IX, 8),
6
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L

ord Jesus,
You who faithfully visit and fulfil with your Presence
the Church and the history of men;
You who in the miraculous Sacrament of your Body and Blood
render us participants in Divine Life
and allow us a foretaste of the joy of eternal Life;
We adore and bless you.
Prostrated before You, source and lover of Life,
truly present and alive among us, we beg you.
Reawaken in us respect for every unborn life,
make us capable of seeing in the fruit of the maternal womb
the miraculous work of the Creator,
open our hearts to generously welcoming every child
that comes into life.
Bless all families,
sanctify the union of spouses, render fruitful their love.
Accompany the choices of legislative assemblies
with the light of your Spirit,
so that peoples and nations may recognise and respect
the sacred nature of life, of every human life.
Guide the work of scientists and doctors,
so that all progress contributes to the integral well-being of the person,
and no-one endures suppression or injustice.
Gift creative charity to administrators and economists,
so they may realise and promote sufficient conditions
so that young families can serenely embrace
the birth of new children.
Console the married couples who suffer
because they are unable to have children
and in Your goodness provide for them.
Teach us all to care for orphaned or abandoned children,
so they may experience the warmth of your Charity,
the consolation of your Divine Heart.
Together with Mary, Your Mother, the great believer,
in whose womb you took on our human nature,
we wait to receive from You, our Only True Good and Saviour,
the strength to love and serve life,
in anticipation of living forever in You,
in communion with the Blessed Trinity.
Benedict XVI
November 27, 2010

Family Life International
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Sisters of Life

O

nce again Family Life International was deeply privileged to
be able to sponsor a visit of the
Sisters of Life to New Zealand.
Sisters Antoniana and Catherine Peter
attended and spoke at Hearts Aflame Catholic Summer School held in Christchurch
this year.
After the school, some members of the
Board of Trustees of FLI met the Sisters in
Napier. This visit was hosted by the
Knights of the Southern Cross who were
absolutely amazing. The Sisters stayed
with the Doohan family from Napier, who
showed them true kiwi hospitality. They
also spent two special days with three very
devoted young ladies, one of whom Karen,
will visit the Sisters in New York in March.
Sister Catherine Peter (the first New Zealand vocation to the Sisters of Life) spoke at
St Patrick’s Church in Napier and then at St
Mary’s Taradale. After each talk there was
an opportunity to meet with the Sisters on a
personal level. The Knights of the Southern
Cross supported a cuppa and goodies to eat.
The atmosphere and welcome at both parishes was very inspiring. We finished up
having the most wonderful luncheon at the
local RSA with around forty people. Thank
you so very much to all the Knights team
for hosting this visit.
The Sisters of Life was founded by the
late Cardinal John O’Connor and their work
mirrors the apostolic work of Family Life
International in every way. When she first
heard of the order, Colleen Bayer visited
8

Mother Agnes Mary (the Superior General)
and was deeply inspired by their love of
God and neighbour. Since the very first
meeting with Mother Agnes Mary, FLI has
brought the Sisters of Life to New Zealand
on five different occasions, including sponsoring three visits to Hearts Aflame Catholic Summer School, where the Sisters could
meet young Catholic women who are serious about their faith and who are searching
for God-driven direction in their lives.
It is our deepest prayer, hope and expectation that in God’s time the Sisters of Life
will be able to establish a convent here in
New Zealand. Please join us in praying for
this intention. We will do everything possible to help achieve this goal. With the first
Kiwi vocation, Sister Catherine Peter well
underway and more to follow, please God
we will realize the dream!
So far the vocations of the Sisters come
from USA, Canada and New Zealand. Colleen was thrilled and deeply touched when
Sister Catherine Peter told the gathering in
Napier that it was from the FLI website that
she first learnt about the order and then
personally was able to meet the Sisters at
Hearts Aflame Catholic Summer School. So
we give a big thank you to all FLI Friends
for Life for making this possible. 

For more information about the
Sisters of Life, please visit their website:

www.sistersforlife.org
Family LIFE

Karen will visit the Sisters in March.

The young people enjoy dinner on the beach.

“...I repeat what I said to
those families who carry out
their challenging mission
amid so many difficulties:
a great prayer for life is
urgently needed, a prayer
which will rise up throughout the world.
Through special initiatives
and in daily prayer, may an
impassioned plea rise to
God, the Creator and lover
of life, from every Christian
community, from every
group and association, from
every family and from the
heart of every believer.”
Evangelium Vitae - John Paul II

Sisters Antoniana (centre left) and Catherine Peter (centre right) joined some FLI board
Members, Knights of the Southern Cross and prospective vocations in Napier.
Family Life International
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TO CHILDREN AND TO THE COMMON GOOD

F

or Catholics marriage is a
sacrament, revealing Christ’s
indestructible love. The
Catholic tradition has always
recognized that marriage is also a natural
relationship. People of any faith or none
can marry, and their marriages matter to
God, to each other, to their children, and to
the community. Concern for marriage is
thus part of our Catholic commitment to
social justice for children and of our commitment to the common good.
A group of respected marriage and family
scholars met to document the social science
evidence that marriage matters. While
there are, of course, single parents who do
a splendid job of child-rearing under very
difficult circumstances, the scholars
reached these conclusions among others:
 Marriage reduces the risk of poverty for
children and communities.
 Fatherless households increase crime.
 Marriage protects children’s physical
and mental health.
 Both men and women who marry live
longer, healthier, and happier lives.
 Cohabiting is not the same as marriage.
 Parents who don’t marry or don’t stay
married put children’s education at risk.
 When marriages fail, ties between parents and children typically weaken, too.
10

Marriage Matters
for the Good of Society
Reconnecting marriage with its great historic cross-cultural task of encouraging
men and women to beget and raise the next
generation has never been a more urgent
priority.
Is it possible to do a better job building a
stronger marriage culture among Catholics? Yes.
The family is the prime evangelizer, one
of the most powerful incubators of religious faith and identity. Christianity grew
from a tiny group in Jerusalem to the faith
of the Roman Empire in just 300 years.
Playing no small part in this rise was Christian sexual ethics which, unlike secular
Roman ethics, forbade infanticide, contraception, and non-marital sexuality, and
discouraged family disruption and desertion.
If the Church community succeeded in
finding the energy and means to transmit a
Catholic vision of marriage and family
only to church-going Catholics and their
children, so that they became ten percent
more likely to marry, stay married, and
have children who grow up with a similar
commitment to building families, both the
Church and the public square would be
transformed within thirty years. Given the
radical changes in the social ecology of the
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family, we may never “go back” to the
situation that prevailed as recently as the
1950s. The good news is that to move forward we do not have to return to those
days.
We may not be able to change the
minds of those now committed
to postmodern sexual ideas.
We can and must inspire, re
-educate, serve, and protect
those Catholics who want
to recommit to a Catholic
vision of marriage and family. The next generation is
watching. They need to see us
confidently defend marriage in the
pews and in the public square.
In this context, the three most urgent
tasks for the Church are to:

ents seeking to transmit their marriage vision to their own children, in the face of an
increasingly confused and hostile public
square.

B) develop ministries and programmes to
help distressed couples avoid divorce and
rebuild loving marriages;

Maggie Gallagher is founder of the Institute for Marriage and Public Policy. This
article has been abridged. The full article
can be obtained from FLI.

The task in renewing marriage is no less
than to renew, for this generation
and the next, faith in love.
Contemporary views of marriage advocate disposable
human relations, disconnected from any larger
purpose. But human beings
desperately want to believe
that our deepest drives and
longings have a purpose, that
they are directing us toward love,
goodness, renewal. In marriage, men and
women come together in faith to make the
future happen. These are not private and
A) affirm the value of children in the mind personal matters, but the shared urgent
of the Catholic community;
business of the entire community. 

C) help, support, and teach Catholic par-

Billings Ovulation Method is easy, inexpensive, stress-free, non-invasive and
effective. When a woman learns the Billings Ovulation Method she learns to
recognise and understand her signs of fertility and infertility. This method of
Natural Fertility enriches the life of married couples by strengthening their
loving relationship and communication.
Can be used in all
situations.
Completely in
accord with Church
teaching.
Qualified Teachers.
99.8% effective.
Family Life International

www.fli.org.nz

To find a teacher near you.

Auckland 09 279 2413
Nelson 03 548 1851
Christchurch 03 351 3227
www.woomb.org.nz
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Crusade for the
Prayer
Mary, Mother of God, at your request, Jesus worked His first miracle.
He changed water into wine for the wedding guests at Cana in Galilee.
Over the centuries you have not ceased to obtain countless signs and wonders
for the poor, exiled children of Eve.
We therefore ask you to intercede with your Divine Son for the miraculous graces
which the modern world so desperately needs:
 For the conversion and reconversion of whole nations to Jesus Christ and
His teaching on marriage and the family.
 For the heroic preservation among Christians of their faith in the indissolubility of
marriage, marital fidelity and the loving acceptance of children, as the bedrock of the
Christian family.
 For the courage of martyrs in all of us followers of Christ, that we may witness to His
power to overcome the powers of darkness that are bent on destroying the human
family and the moral law.
Mary, Mother of the Holy Family, and Mother of our families, pray for us.
Amen.
Fr John A Hardon, SJ

Proverbs 22:6

Life is a Precious Gift!
Leave a gift that keeps on giving!
After you have provided for your family, you can do something
special for countless unborn children by giving them the

Gift of Life!
By simply asking your lawyer to add a codicil to your will, you
will be helping to ensure that the life-saving work of FLI
continues for many years to come!
12
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Fun Day

Affirming the value of children
born and yet to be born!

Here at Family Life International we believe all children are a gift from God. That each
person is unique and unrepeatable. That each person conceived has a special purpose to
fulfil in this world. So this Children’s Day (March 6th), we want to celebrate our children
and our families! We want to celebrate the fact that we are all adopted children of God!
The afternoon is to be held at the Franciscan Friary in Hillsborough, Auckland from
1:00pm to 4:00pm. We will have old-fashioned family games, a procession of banners,
music and prayer. There will be groups from around the diocese showcasing their ministries. Bishop Pat (FLI’s patron) will attend later in the afternoon and will bless all the
children present—born and yet to be born.
This fun afternoon will be an opportunity for Family Life International to reach the
wider Catholic community. We will be able to inform people of the work we do in a positive manner and educate on the life issues that affect each and every person in some
way in this country. This is one more way of building a Culture of Life in New Zealand.
Please pray for the success of this day and if you are in Auckland, we would love to see
you there. All are welcome!
Family Life International
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Celebrating

s
r
a
e
30 Yof Familiaris Consortio

On November 22 of this
year it will be 30 years
since John Paul II gave
the world his apostolic
exhortation “Familiaris
Consortio” (The Role of
the Christian Family in
the Modern World).
This incredible letter is
so encouraging for all
the faithful and to
celebrate the 30th
Anniversary, we at
Family Life
International want to
reacquaint you with
some of the text. So for
every issue of Family
Life that we produce
this year, we will run
excerpts from the letter
celebrating life, faith
and family. We hope
all families will find
encouragement from
the text.
14

The Precious Value of Marriage and the Family
3. Illuminated by the faith that gives her an understanding of
all the truth concerning the great value of marriage and the family and their deepest meaning, the Church once again feels the
pressing need to proclaim the Gospel, that is the “good news,”
to all people without exception, in particular to all those who
are called to marriage and are preparing for it, to all married
couples and parents in the world.
The Church is deeply convinced that only by the acceptance
of the Gospel are the hopes that man legitimately places in marriage and in the family capable of being fulfilled.
Willed by God in the very act of creation, marriage and the
family are interiorly ordained to fulfilment in Christ and have
need of His graces in order to be healed from the wounds of sin
and restored to their “beginning,” that is, to full understanding
and the full realization of God’s plan.
At a moment of history in which the family is the object of
numerous forces that seek to destroy it or in some way to deform it, and aware that the well-being of society and her own
good are intimately tied to the good of the family, the Church
perceives in a more urgent and compelling way her mission of
proclaiming to all people the plan of God for marriage and the
family, ensuring their full vitality and human and Christian development, and thus contributing to the renewal of society and
of the People of God.

The Situation of the Family in the World Today
6. The situation in which the family finds itself presents positive and negative aspects: the first are a sign of the salvation of
Christ operating in the world; the second, a sign of the refusal
that man gives to the love of God.
On the one hand, in fact, there is a more lively awareness of
personal freedom and greater attention to the quality of
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interpersonal relationships in marriage, to promoting the dignity of women, to responsible procreation, to the education of children. There is also an awareness of the need for
the development of interfamily relationships, for reciprocal spiritual and material assistance, the rediscovery of the ecclesial mission proper to the family and its responsibility
for the building of a more just society. On the other hand, however, signs are not lacking of a disturbing degradation of some fundamental values: a mistaken theoretical and
practical concept of the independence of the spouses in relation to each other; serious
misconceptions regarding the relationship of authority between parents and children; the
concrete difficulties that the family itself experiences in the transmission of values; the
growing number of divorces; the scourge of abortion; the ever more frequent recourse to
sterilization; the appearance of a truly contraceptive mentality.
At the root of these negative phenomena there frequently lies a corruption of the idea
and the experience of freedom, conceived not as a capacity for realizing the truth of
God’s plan for marriage and the family, but as an autonomous power of self-affirmation,
often against others, for one’s own selfish well-being.
Worthy of our attention also is the fact that, in the countries of the so-called Third
World, families often lack both the means necessary for survival, such as food, work,
housing and medicine, and the most elementary freedoms. In the richer countries, on the
contrary, excessive prosperity and the consumer mentality, paradoxically joined to a
certain anguish and uncertainty about the future, deprive married couples of the generosity and courage needed for raising up new human life: thus life is often perceived not as
a blessing, but as a danger from which to defend oneself.
The historical situation in which the family lives therefore appears as an interplay of
light and darkness. This shows that history is not simply a fixed progression towards
what is better, but rather an event of freedom, and even a struggle between freedoms that
are in mutual conflict, that is, according to the well-known expression of St Augustine, a
conflict between two loves: the love of God to the point of disregarding self, and the
love of self to the point of disregarding God.
It follows that only an education for love rooted in faith can lead to the capacity of
interpreting “the signs of the times,” which are the historical expression of this twofold
love.

Children, the Precious Gift of Marriage
14. According to the plan of God, marriage is the foundation of the wider community
of the family, since the very institution of marriage and conjugal love are ordained to the
procreation and education of children, in whom they find their crowning.
In its most profound reality, love is essentially a gift; and conjugal love, while leading
the spouses to the reciprocal “knowledge” which makes them “one flesh,” does not end
with the couple, because it makes them capable of the greatest possible gift, the gift by
which they become co-operators with God for giving life to a new human person. Thus
the couple, while giving themselves to one another, give not just themselves but also the
reality of children, who are a living reflection of their love, a permanent sign of conjugal
unity and a living and inseparable synthesis of their being a father and a mother.
Continued on page 21
Family Life International
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crossing the

Rubicon

O

ur world is changing. Each day
some once inconceivable thing
is conceived; some formerly
impossible thing becomes possible. This new year of grace will no doubt
yield its own crop of things that were once
inconceivable or previously thought impossible.
Forty years ago who could have imagined
that the infant in the womb would be denied the right to life or that its flesh would
be used for making cosmetics, or cannibalised for body parts, or served as a delicacy
or used for animal food? Yet this is our
modern world.
Thirty years ago who could have dreamt
that children would be not much better than
another life form cultivated in a glass dish,
or some commodity germinated in a rented
surrogate womb or a balm for salving the
egos of dysfunctional personalities or
pawns in the agenda of powerfully placed
ideologues? Yet this is our modern world.
Twenty years ago who could have predicted that prostitution would be an approved and “legitimate”, if not respectable
profession? Who could have foreseen that
minority pressure groups would become so
powerful as to be able to set the agenda for
international bodies, such as the UN and
even to coerce the government of sovereign
nations to conform to them? Yet this is our
modern world.
Ten years ago who could have thought
that it would be possible for two people of
the same gender to “marry”, let alone have
the right to legally adopt children or that
16

incest would be decriminalised and advocated for as the newest human right? Yet
this is our modern world.
This year, all this and more, will be part
and parcel of our conversation, our discussions, our life, our world. We are on the
banks of the Rubicon.
This year, as a people, we will have to
decide whether we will hold on to and live
our Christian heritage or abandon our authentic culture to embrace a brave new
world without God. What is certain is that
we cannot serve two masters. (Mt 6:24).
What underlining philosophy has brought
us to this juncture? I believe it is a philosophy springing fully developed from the
primordial temptation that has beguiled the
modern world, namely, the pursuit of
pleasure on our own terms in tandem with
a craving for unrestrained liberty, that is,
the temptation to live life apart from God
and to live it even in defiance of His laws.
When God created Adam, He placed him
in Paradise, literally, a pleasure park (Gn
2:8). That is, God made us to enjoy life
and the good things of life even though, by
forbidding us knowledge of certain pleasures to the point of making death the penalty for illicit pleasure, He placed restrictions on what we could lawfully do. It is
recorded that “the woman saw that the tree
was pleasing to the eyes” (Gn 3:6), and
that she took and ate some of its fruit. Despite the Fall, human desire and capacity
for pleasure remains since God always intended us to enjoy life and the good things
of life, both those of the soul and those of
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the body.
The pleasures of the soul are those which
are the exclusive possession of the soul,
such as the satisfaction that comes from
learning and contemplation. The pleasures
of the body, however, are those which are
enjoyed by soul and body in partnership.
Hence, these are called bodily pleasures,
and they come from the enjoyment of food,
conjugal love and the like. There are, however, no pleasures belonging solely to the
body.
Again, some pleasures are genuine, others only apparent. The exclusively intellectual pleasures consisting in knowledge
and contemplation, while arduous, are long
lasting and continue with us into eternity.
The pleasures of the body, however, depend upon sensation and so are temporary
and, at best, only remembered. Further,
regarding bodily pleasures, some are both
natural and necessary, so that in their absence life is impossible, examples of these
being the pleasures of food which sustains
physical life, and the pleasures associated
with necessary clothing. Others are natural
but not necessary, such as the pleasures of
natural and lawful intercourse, which, although required for the continuance of the
human race, is not mandatory for an individual’s well-being.
Other pleasures, however, such as drunkenness, lust, and surfeiting to excess, are
neither natural nor necessary, and instead
of contributing to the preservation of an
individual’s life or to the continuance of
the human race, are, on the contrary, detrimental to both. Anyone therefore who
wishes to live a life acceptable to God must
opt only for those pleasures which are both
natural and necessary; must give a secondary place to those which are natural but
not necessary, and enjoy them only at the
proper time, in the correct way and in due
measure; while the others must be altoFamily Life International

gether rejected.
Even if not everyone during the Christian
centuries embraced it, this philosophy and
understanding of the natural and proper
place of pleasure formed the institutional
foundation of Christian society and was
expressed in its laws, art and culture.
The modern world enamoured with its own
knowledge and understanding of reality
has, like Mother Eve, become forgetful of
God and thinks only of pursuing pleasure

“The modern world has… become
forgetful of God and thinks only of
pursuing pleasure and that as the
only and supreme good.”

and that as the only and supreme good.
This thinking has been codified as the inalienable right to “life, liberty and pursuit of
happiness.”
Given the woundedness of human nature
it was not long before the right to the pursuit of happiness was equated with the
right to pleasure and to pleasure at all
costs, even to the cost of one’s own life by
contracting the AIDS virus or at the price
of the life of another by abortion. This socalled right to uninhibited pleasure was
actualised in the 1960s with the invention
of the contraceptive pill, which separated
the procreative and unitive aspects of the
marital act. In our frenetic pursuit of pleasure without responsibility or consequences,
ewe have effectively divided what God has
joined together. Once it has been accepted
that sexual pleasure can be separated from
reproduction, that making love can be disconnected from giving life, it logically and
Continued on next page...
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pleasure but the seeking the Lord in whose
court one day is better than a thousand
elsewhere. (Ps 84:10). In the parable of
the sower, Our Lord explained that the seed
that fell among thorns represent those who
hear the word of God, welcome it with joy
but allow the worries and pleasures of life
to choke it (Mt 13:7, 22).
So, with so many murders, with abortion
on demand, with child abuse, rape, corruption on the increase, we stand on the banks
of the Rubicon, its waters lapping our feet.
Yet, grim as the picture is, there is hope.
The death sentence pronounced against
Nineveh was revoked because God saw
their efforts to repent. Sodom could not be
destroyed as long as the just man, Lot remained there and Zoar was spared Sodom’s
fate on his account (Gn 19:18-21). Our
nation stands on the bank of the Rubicon.
Do we cross over to the land of Sodom or
return to the God of our fathers by repentting in sackcloth and ashes like the
inexorably follows that there can be sex
Ninevites? Shall we choose to be “lovers
without children and children without sex
of pleasure rather than lovers of God” (2
and, in the end, that we can live without
Tim 3:4)? “Before a man are life and
God.
earth, whichever he chooses will be given
Despite the declaration of every person’s to him” (Sir 15:17). Likewise for us.
inalienable right to life, our modern world
If we choose to stand for God, then we
is beset with genocides, wars and the judimust begin with a true conversion of heart
cial murder of the unborn by abortion and
and ask the Lord to send into His harvest
the weak, elderly and disabled by euthanalabourers who will preach the full Gospel
sia.
message, in season and out of season, welThe declaration of a right to liberty opens come and unwelcome (2 Tim 4:2). We
a floodgate of irresistible abominations for, must also ask for ears to hear and the courif sex is only for pleasure, then on what
age to embrace the truth that we hear. We
grounds can the “marriage” of two persons need the grace to discern where genuine
of the same gender be proscribed, or sex
pleasure lies. It does not lie in sin. For
with animals be condemned, or the taboo
example, the foulness of fornication, and
of incest be sustained or masturbation be
other sexual sins, is not perceived at the
verboten?
time of its commission, but only afterwards
The declaration of the right to the pursuit its emptiness, offensiveness, impure nature
of happiness is the most insidious because and the need for punishment or expiation is
it is founded on a partial truth. God did
felt. Spiritually, this is expressed by anger
create us to be happy, but happiness is not or a depression that kills all pleasure. So it
18
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is with all sin. Before being committed, it
attracts with a promise of pleasure, but afterwards the pleasure ceases and fades
away, (to become a vague memory) and
pain and shame follow, sometimes accompanied by the dread of disease or fear of
pregnancy. But for righteousness it is the
reverse because righteousness begins with
toil and a struggle for self-mastery, but
ends with pleasure and repose. In sum, the
pleasure of sin is no pleasure, because of
the expectation of disgrace and punishment, and the toil of righteousness is not
felt as toil, because of the hope of reward.
Let virtue once again be its own reward.
So then in choosing to stand for God, we
must recognise that sex is for the begetting
of children and the founding of a family;
that authentic family life is one man and
one woman united before God in a life
long, mutually exclusive marriage that is
open to life. Men must stop using women
as objects of pleasure and recognise them
as persons and the sacred workshop
wherein the Lord creates new life. We also
need to recognise that true happiness is
never to be found solely in bodily pleasures
but rather in seeking first the kingdom of
heaven as delineated in the Beatitudes:
How happy are the poor in spirit, the meek,
the pure in heart, those persecuted for doing what is right, theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. (Mt 5:3-11). We need to cultivate
a love of spiritual pleasures of mind and
soul, of thinking and contemplation, which
means we need to address the kind of entertainment fed us over the airwaves, and even
the kind of music used in our churches.
Can there be contemplation in a dance hall?
Our leaders, both political and spiritual,
need to recognise that our people are sunk
in a moral morass and in need of spiritual
awakening and growth and that the lying
serpent has entered God’s Own, with an
enticement to cross the Rubicon. Let us
Family Life International

We must also ask for ears to hear
and the courage to embrace the
truth that we hear.

pray that they will resist him, stand firm in
the face of threats and that, by calling on
the Name of the Lord, ensure that God’s
laws are supreme in our land, so that New
Zealand might be a light to the world. 
The idiom “Crossing the Rubicon” means
to pass a point of no return, and refers to
Julius Caesar’s crossing of the river in
49BC, which was considered an act of war.
Fr Linus Clovis is the Spiritual Director
of Family Life International NZ.
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Pilgrimage for
Life, Faith and Family

Planned for February and March
of this year, the Pilgrimage was
to have been led by the Sisters
of Life and Fr Linus Clovis.
We had hoped to visit Cathedrals and Churches throughout
New Zealand praying for an end
to the abortion holocaust in this
country.
The Pilgrimage was to include:
Holy Mass;
Prayer and Adoration;
Talks on Life Issues;
Single day retreats in some
centres.
Unfortunately due to the Sisters
of Life being unavailable for an
extended visit, we have had to
postpone this Pilgrimage.
We hope to hold the Pilgrimage
for Life next year. 

“The Gospel of Life is at the heart of Jesus’ message.
Lovingly received day after day by the Church, it is to be preached
with dauntless fidelity as ‘good news’
to the people of every age and culture.”
John Paul II - The Gospel of Life #1
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Thank you...
...to the Barrow Family of Dannevirke for this original
Christmas Card. This amazing family has been blessed
with twelve beautiful children and are a wonderful witness to life.
Colleen had the opportunity to meet this family in December and says “Sometimes in life we receive very special moments of grace, of deep excitement, gratitude
and love. Meeting this family was one of those occasions that have transformed my life forever.”
Your generosity to life and love has not gone unnoticed. You are truly an inspiration!
A big THANK YOU also goes to the McNaughton family of
Papamoa who decided to throw a First Birthday party on December 10th for their son Patrick Jim.
This was no ordinary birthday party. The family asked that
instead of presents for Patrick, could the guests please help
Patrick help other babies on his birthday by giving a donation
to Family Life International.
Family Life International sincerely thanks the McNaughton family for their selfless
giving (and the guests at Patrick’s birthday too!) You always find a reason to support
FLI and we are very thankful. You are a very courageous family and an inspiration for
your dedication to the cause of life!

Continued from page 13
When they become parents, spouses receive from God
the gift of a new responsibility. Their parental love is
called to become for the children the visible sign of the
very love of God, “from whom every family in heaven and
on earth is named.”
It must not be forgotten however that, even when procreation is not possible, conjugal life does not for this reason lose its value. Physical sterility in fact can be for
spouses the occasion for other important services to the life
of the human person, for example, adoption, various forms
of educational work, and assistance to other families and to
poor or handicapped children. 
Family Life International
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J

ohn Paul II the Great has influenced Family
Life International from our humble beginnings
in 1992. So much so, that we name our centres the JOHN PAUL II CENTRE FOR LIFE.

His clear and unwavering teaching on the dignity of
the human person from conception through to natural
death is profound. He has taught us much.
In John Paul II we saw the face of Jesus. He showed
us how suffering could be made into something beautiful for God. He was a living example of God’s forgiveness and mercy when he personally forgave Mehmet
Ali Agca—his would-be assassinator.
Here at Family Life International we have experienced
his powerful intercession from heaven. Prayers for
which we will be eternally grateful.
We continue to ask his intercession, that we will be
successful in building a Culture of Life in New Zealand.

OF JOHN PAUL II
MAY 1, 2011 - FEAST OF DIVINE MERCY
“...We are facing an enormous and dramatic clash
between good and evil, death and life, the ‘culture
of death’ and the ‘culture of life’. We find ourselves not only ‘faced with’ but necessarily ‘in the
midst of’ this conflict: we are all involved and we
all share in it, with the inescapable responsibility
of choosing to be unconditionally pro-life.”
Evangelium Vitae (n. 28)

BE NOT AFRAID!
John Paul II the Great - Pray For Us!
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The

Catholic Family

in the Modern World

T

he capstone of a truly Christian family is that it forms a
community. A good synonym would be
“togetherness”. But we had better know
what kind of togetherness a family should
have. It is a togetherness that is not of
merely human making or of human ingenuity. It is a community born of God.
Centuries of Christian wisdom have
shown that certain features are typically
unifying, and their opposite are divisive.
This means that the family:
 Lives together;
 Talks together;

the help of His grace. Selfishness, as the
saints tell us, is cunning. It pushes and
insinuates itself into everything, while making us believe it is not there at all. This is
the root cause of the breakdown of family
life in so many materially developed countries in our day. Only the God who became
a Child and lived on earth as a member of a
Family could have inspired the selfless love
that brought the Christian family into being. This same Jesus, we are confident,
will reform the Christian family where it
has weakened and even bring it, where
need be, back to life. 
This article was taken from the book
entitled “The Catholic Family in the
Modern World” by Fr John Hardon, SJ
(1991).

 Prays together;
 Works together;
 Discusses together;
 Worships together;
 Reads together;
 Eats together;
 Recreates together;
 Suffers and rejoices together.
We have no illusions about the price that
a family has to pay to fulfil these conditions
for being a community of love. So many
forces are at work in the world to separate
and divide the family in the name of individual liberty. The exaltation of individuality is camouflaged as personality.
Only a deep faith in Jesus Christ and
trustful hope in His power can make the
humanly impossible divinely possible with
Family Life International

www.fli.org.nz

23

The 5th World Prayer Congress for Life was held in
Rome from 5th—10th October 2010 and included
delegates from 44 countries. The Congress was
organised by eight mainly European pro-life organisations. Family Life International NZ was represented at the Congress by Colleen Bayer (National Director).
Inspiring talks by renowned speakers, who have a heartfelt desire to promote the protection and dignity of human life, helped participants learn from an abundance of up-todate information, practical experience and wisdom. Holy Mass was celebrated daily in
reparation for the sins against life, especially abortion. Eucharistic Adoration and prayer
was also highlighted in this congress.
Of special note is the presentation of the Cardinal von Galen Award to Msgr Philip Reilly
(Helpers of God’s Precious Infants) by H. E. Archbishop Burke (Prefect of the Apostolic
Signatura, Vatican). The award was given in recognition of his courageous stand for life.

5th World Prayer
Congress for Life
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Monsignor Philip Reilly, founder of
God’s Precious Infants has closed
countless abortion places in the
States through holding prayer vigils
for life. Monsignor Reilly has been
to New Zealand on a number of
occasions and is the inspiration behind Family Life International’s
prayer vigils. In this photo (from
left): Wanda Poltawska (Australia),
Colleen Bayer (NZ), Msgr Reilly
(USA) and a Latvian priest.
Below: Representatives from 44 countries meet at the Augustinianum at the Vatican.

Family Life International
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PROJECT RACHEL
(AUCKLAND)
and

Entering Canaan
A Confidential Healing Ministry
People who have suffered the loss of a child through abortion, miscarriage or stillbirth
can carry pain with them for a long time, often without realising where it is coming
from. If you are suffering from a loss of a child don’t be afraid! Project Rachel is an
outreach of healing and hope.

Retreat Days of Hope and Healing and Gatherings for 2011
Saturday 26th March (Central)  Saturday 21st May (Central)
Saturday 20th August (South)  Saturday 12th November (North)
Saturday 3rd December—Advent Gathering

Mass of Remembrance
October 12th 2011
7:30pm
St Francis & Therese Parish
Pt Chevalier Auckland
For more information or to register
for Retreat Days
please contact
Pauline 0800 111 811
text 027 299 9815
e-mail: projectrachel@fli.org.nz
Project Rachel is a Ministry of
Family Life International for the
Auckland Catholic Diocese.
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It is normal to grieve a pregnancy loss,
including the loss of a child by abortion.
It can form a hole in one’s heart, a hole so
deep that sometimes it seems nothing can
fill the emptiness.

There is

PH: 0800 111 811
for confidential support and healing.

PROJECT RACHEL
Family LIFE

Pregnant
&
Worried?
Below is one of Family Life International’s Pregnant and
Worried Signs situated outside St Mary’s Catholic Church
in Wellsford. We are endeavouring to place these signs
in as many Parishes and Christian Churches throughout
New Zealand as possible.
Family Life International can provide the pregnancy
counselling resources for assisting pregnant mothers and
families in need. FLI will provide the support to back-up
these signs anywhere in NZ. We can provide the signs
and frames ready to install and in the Auckland area we
can arrange the installations. Please help FLI to get these
signs in as many places of good exposure as possible.
We do care, there is a much better way than abortion.
Thank you for your help.

Confused?
Not sure what to do?
You are not alone.
Call us first.

PH: 0800 4 LIFE
(0800 367 5433)

Free confidential
pregnancy tests,
counselling and
practical help.

We Care.

To arrange to have one of these signs delivered to your
parish or Church or to find out more about this
programme please contact Colleen Bayer
col.fli@xtra.co.nz
Family Life International
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Thanks Mum
for giving me life!!!
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catholicgifts.co.nz

RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES

F amily Life

Books  Statues  Crucifixes  Rosaries  Pro-life Materials
Baptism, First Communion and Confirmation Gifts and much more...

Visit our shops, order on-line or request a catalogue

Ph: 0800 FLI SHOP (0800 354 7467)
Northern Distribution Centre: 211 Matakana Rd  Warkworth  Ph: 0800 354 7467 for hours
Postal Address: P O Box 404109  Puhoi 0951
Papatoetoe: Family Life International  98 Wallace Rd  Papatoetoe  Ph: 09 279 2413 for hours

