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“But he that shall scandalize
one of these little ones that believe in me,
it were better for him that a millstone should be hanged about his
neck, and that he should be drowned in the depth of the sea.”
Matthew 18:6
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from the editor

Speaking up
for our children
Dear Friends for Life
The last few weeks has seen quite a resurgence
in the subject of sex education, what is now
referred to as sexuality education, in an attempt to cover up the insidious nature of this
abuse of our children.

need to do this with the mind of the Church,
who teaches the truth.

I never saw myself involved in a revolution.
But I think we need to start a peaceful, but
truthful one today! For the sake of our chilWe’re covering this topic quite liberally within dren and grandchildren!
these pages, and as some of the information, is Gabriel Kuby on page 40 calls this a battle: “It
for adults only (so you can know just what it is is a battle for the dignity of man, for the famiwe’re up against), you may want to put this
ly, for our children, for the future. Ultimately,
magazine somewhere children cannot read it! it is a battle for the Kingdom of God.”
As a mother of seven beautiful children, I am
alarmed at the rate at which things are moving.
Just today on the radio it was raised that sex
education should be compulsory for every
child. It appears that for the world, taking
away the rights of parents to love, protect and
teach their children is a #1 priority. Despite
evidence to the contrary, Family Planning and
their cohorts still insist on fixing the problem
of teen pregnancy, STI’s and deviant behaviour by giving our children more and more
graphic sex ed. When will they realise that we
need to raise the bar?

What better things are there to fight for in life?
So please, take the time to read the information
about the NZ Family Planning Association, the
various resources out there, and drop on by to
fli.org.nz/exposefamilyplanning, which will
be updated regularly with information that
reveals their true agenda.
Will you join us in speaking up for children?
Yours in the service of life

Parents, it is our responsibility to protect our
children, to ensure that their education in love
is one that aligns itself to the natural law.

Michelle Kaufman (Mrs)
Communications Director
Family Life International NZ

We need to teach our children that marriage is
important. We need to teach them self control
and real respect for the dignity of others. We

P.S. We have a very special Christmas gift
waiting just for you. Please turn to page 49 for
details.

Family Life International NZ

www.fli.org.nz
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New

John Paul II
Centre
for Life
opens in
Dunedin
by Frank Fischer

The Family Life International team is excited
to announce the opening of a new John Paul II Centre for
Life in Dunedin.
The Centre, which was established at the request of Dunedin Voice for Life, and with the blessing of Bishop Colin
Campbell and the Catholic Priests of the diocese, was
officially opened and blessed on Sunday 10th November.
Bishop Campbell, who has agreed to be the Centre’s Patron, officiated.
The John Paul II Centre for Life is located in bright and
warm offices in Filleul St, right in the centre of town, and
only a few blocks from the Octagon. It has two meeting
rooms, a smaller, tastefully furnished room suitable for
one to one meetings, and a larger one suitable for giving
presentations to a medium sized group. There is a small,
but growing library of pro-life books and resource materials.
Long time FLI volunteer, Frank Fischer, co-ordinates the
Centre. Frank and his wife Maria have six children. The
children range from 2 up to 14 years old. Maria, another
long time volunteer, also helps out at the Centre.
Frank will be helping to train and equip volunteers, as
well as helping mums and families in need obtain the resources and support they need to welcome the children
from ‘surprise’ pregnancies.
Trained as a biomedical scientist, Fank will also assist
FLI in making sense of the published research that is relevant to life issues, and with compiling resources for FLI.
There is a great core group of volunteers with a good variety of skills, including a teacher, a nurse, and breastfeeding support counsellor who is a mum with young children,
a mother with grown children, and who has fostered children, and some university students. Six Dunedin representatives were able to attend the recent Rise Up Together
in the Service of Life conference in Auckland. They have
learnt a lot from the conference and are fired up and ready
to work for the cause of life!
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The opening and blessing was attended by a capacity crowd of enthusiastic supporters. Approximately 50 adults and 15 children were present, twice the number that the Centre has seats
for.
After introducing Frank and the volunteers to those present, Dame Colleen Bayer, the Founder
and National Director of Family Life International NZ, talked about the work of saving babies
from abortion and the role that the John Paul II Centres for Life have in this life saving work.
During her address, Dame Colleen mentioned a few of the recent babies saved, and the assistance required. Several of these mothers were visiting New Zealand for work or study at the
time of becoming pregnant. Colleen told how Family Life International NZ paid their medical
costs of delivery through the Auckland and Wellington John Paul II Centres for Life. This
amounted to thousands of dollars, a necessary expense as there is no other source of assistance
available for these mums.
Dame Colleen also mentioned that each mum was different in their needs. Some mums that
approached the Centres only needed to talk to someone, but many required on-going and practical assistance.
Family Life International NZ

www.fli.org.nz
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What’s been
happening
in Dunedin?
It's been a busy and
exciting year for Dunedin,
moving into our new Centre
in mid August. Here’s what
we’ve been up to:
 Established and furnished
the Centre
 Found volunteers including
people to be pregnancy
support people
 Volunteer training days
 Spoke at the Voice for Life
conference
 Networked with local
agencies, Pregnancy
Help, Pregnancy Counselling, Catholic Social
Services
 Blog articles
 Publications
 6 Dunedin representatives
attended the recent Rise
Up Together in the Service
of Life conference in
Auckland
 Established a research
paper database
 Official Opening with our
Patron, Bishop Colin
Campbell.

Come and visit us at:
36 Filleul Street | Dunedin
03 473 7201
frankjfischer@gmail.com
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Before he commenced the blessing, Bishop Colin Campbell expressed his enthusiasm for the Centre, and for prolife work in general.
He reminded the crowd of the struggle to oppose the licence to perform abortions at Dunedin Hospital in the late
1980’s, and the more recent struggle over the abortions at
Southland Hospital. He paid tribute to the work that Voice
for Life, Pregnancy Counselling and Pregnancy Help have
done over the years.
Bishop Campbell expressed his concern that the Catholic
Church has been criticised for opposing abortion, but not
doing anything practical for mums and families in need,
but now there was a Centre in Dunedin which provides for
any possible assistance. He then blessed the Centre.
There are now three of Family Life International NZ’s
John Paul II Centres for Life throughout the country. The
Dunedin Centre adds to the two existing Centres, in Auckland and Wellington.
Family Life International NZ’s John Paul II Centres for
Life provide a physical place where mothers and families
facing a crisis pregnancy can come for practical help, support and friendship; so that they may choose life for their
babies. This offer of support is also extended to the sick,
disabled, lonely and those who may find themselves targets of euthanasia-type practices. The Centres are also a
hub for prayer, education and research on life and family
issues. 

Family LIFE

Pregnant?
Need
Help?

We Care!
Our services throughout New
Zealand include FREE and
confidential:
 Pregnancy tests
 Pregnancy counselling
 Practical help and support
 Advocacy and support for families
after an adverse antenatal diagnosis

Option Line: 0800 367 5433
pregnantandworried.org.nz

Family Life International NZ

www.fli.org.nz

7

RISE UP

TOGETHER

ServiceLife
IN THE

o
“
Everyone has
the obligation
to be
at the service
of life.

“

Blessed John Paul II
Evangelium Vitae #79

OF

by Michelle Kaufman

ver 250 people from all over New Zealand
attended the Rise Up Together in the Service
of Life conference in Auckland over the weekend of September 27th to 29th.

It proved to be an excellent opportunity for people to listen
and learn from a great selection of expert speakers on topics
such as abortion, marriage, euthanasia, and faith.
A number of groups actively working to promote a culture
of life in their communities were given the opportunity to
showcase their work to attendees. Groups that accepted the
offer included Fertility Care NZ, Pregnancy Counselling
Services, and Euthanasia Free NZ.
Janet Morana from Priests for Life spoke about post abortion healing and the Silent No More Awareness Campaign
as well as why we must recall the bad product that is abortion.
William B May gave attendees an excellent, well thought
out way forward to promoting marriage as uniting a man
and woman with each other and any children born from
their union. This is a positive way forward that focuses on
the beauty that marriage is, and will help promote marriage
as an institution that young people will want to enter into
before having children. The most important point that May
wanted attendees to walk away with was to stop referring to
redefined marriage as “same-sex ‘marriage’”. He explained
that the real issue was not with homosexuals being able to
participate in marriage, it is in the law which is “redefining
marriage in a way with consequences that have a hidden
agenda”.

8
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Fr Clovis, Family Life International NZ’s Spiritual Director,
spoke to a packed room about the Rejection of Humanae
Vitae and the Call of Fatima.

CDs and DVDs
of the Conference talks
can be purchased
directly from
Myriam Media
10 Park Ave
Northcote 0626
Auckland
09 418 3428
myriamtapes@xtra.co.nz

The Window to the Womb was opened by Shari Richard who
is an expert obstetrical sonographer. She showed the attendees the beauty and reality of life before birth through her
ultrasound images of pre-born children. One incredible fact
that Shari shared, is that many women who are going in for
early induced abortions in the United States (and therefore
likely in other countries) are possibly having abortions when
they will naturally miscarry. Throughout the following week,
Shari trained medical professionals how to use ultrasound as a
tool in informing an abortion vulnerable woman of all her options.

There were also a wide range of speakers from New Zealand including Fr Antoine Thomas
who led the children present in Adoration of Our Lord; Dr David Richmond spoke on euthanasia being the ultimate wolf in sheep’s clothing; and Mike Sullivan spoke about the work of
Saving Downs advocating for unborn children who have been diagnosed in-utero as having
Down syndrome and other conditions.
Attracting a lot of attention, the youth took their faith to the streets on Saturday afternoon in a
procession down to Takapuna Beach. Singing with joyful excitement of the love of God, the
young people were taking to heart Pope Francis’ call to take their faith to the street corners and
to make noise!
The feedback on the quality of the speakers was excellent. Over time videos, talk transcripts
and podcasts of the addresses will be available to download from our website.
Conferences are always a great opportunity for people to gather together, to learn, and to be
encouraged. Participants realise that they are not alone in their endeavours to speak up for life,
for faith and for family. This Conference was no different. Together, let us rise up and serve
life! 

Family Life International NZ
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RISE UP

TOGETHER

ServiceLife
IN THE

OF

TEN
Important
Facts
about the

New Zealand
Family
Planning

T

he NZ Family Planning Association, who
these days refer to themselves as “Family
Planning”, pride themselves on promoting
“positive sexual health”.

Here at Family Life International NZ, we question how
promoting promiscuity, contraceptives that harm, and
abortion can be considered “positive”. We believe it’s
time to expose Family Planning for their real agenda.
It’s an agenda that pushes their ideology dismissing as
irrelevant parental rights, faith, family traditions and cultural customs.
It’s an agenda that rakes in millions of dollars every year
from the tax payer.
It’s an agenda which robs our children of their innocence
and promotes a perverse view of human sexuality.

Association

It’s an agenda which only serves to feed the cycle of promiscuous sex, contraceptive use, sexually transmitted
infections (STIs) and abortion.

by Michelle Kaufman

The following are a few facts that every New Zealander
should know about this Association.
Family Planning is funded by the New
Zealand Government
For the year ended June 30th, 2013 the New Zealand Government (otherwise known as the humble taxpayer) through the Ministry of Health, paid Family Planning $12.1 million1 to carry out their propaganda
work. That was 77% of their annual income! Family
Planning are a charity and they have their feet firmly
planted in New Zealand politics ensuring that their agenda gets through. Our Government is very grateful for
them and are more than happy to implement their strategies.

1

Family Planning are one of the top
abortion referrers in NZ
And they have no qualms about referring teenage
girls (without their parents knowledge) off for an abortion. They need to have this back-up for women and girls

2
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who find themselves pregnant after listening to Family Planning’s advice that
The only way to be absolutely sure you won’t/don’t get pregnant is
not to have sex. But if you do decide to, then you need to make
sure you’re as safe as possible. That means you are protected
against becoming pregnant when you don’t want to have babies
or becoming infected with a Sexually Transmissible Infection (STI). 2
Family Planning offer abortion at their Tauranga clinic
A license has been granted by the Abortion Supervisory Committee to Family Planning
Tauranga to provide an early (up to 12 weeks) abortion “service” 3. Using the drug mifepristone (otherwise known as RU-486 or the ‘abortion pill’) the demise of the unborn child can
be brought about. This clinic is the first in New Zealand to offer abortions, although it is not
their first attempt. It is likely that some time in the future Family Planning will apply for licenses for other clinics.

3

Family Planning want to decriminalise abortion
Not happy with New Zealand’s current law which in
practice is abortion-on-demand, Family Planning
have joined forces with the Abortion Law Reform Association of New Zealand (ALRANZ) and Women’s Health Action, among others, to call for decriminalisation of abortion. They call abortion an essential women’s health service,
and the requirement to see two certifying consultants before
the abortion is approved is seen to nullify the woman’s autonomy. Under the name of “choice” and “health services”
Family Planning want to make abortion even more easier to
access in New Zealand.4

4

Family Planning push contraceptives and abortifacients
On the surface it might look to most people to be a great service to the community for
Family Planning to be actively promoting and handing out contraceptives to young people. Surely, many believe, this will keep youth from falling pregnant and contracting Sexually
Transmitted Infections (STIs)? But there is much that the general public are not told about contraception, for example:

5




In 2012, 47% of all abortions were performed because contraception failed. 5
Of that 47%, 4140 abortions occurred because of condom failure; 1551 were because the
combined oral contraceptive failed; other methods listed included the progesterone-only
contraceptive pill, emergency contraception, Depo Provera, IUDs and long-acting contraceptive implants.6
Family Life International NZ
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Some contraceptives are actually abortifacient (meaning
they cause early chemical abortions by making the womb
hostile to implantation of a newly conceived embryo). 6 Ones
to watch out for are the combined oral contraceptive, IUDs
and Long Acting Reversible Contraceptive implants (like
Jadelle).



There is a link between breast cancer and oral contraceptive pill use7 The link also exists between abortion and breast
cancer.8
Family Planning have 30 clinics throughout
New Zealand and 32 school-linked clinics
While Family Planning “serve” people of all ages,
their real target audience is New Zealand’s youth. Under 22′s
have free visits and there are 32 secondary school-linked clinics which occur either in or near secondary schools. Family
Planning clinics offer, among a few others, contraception, including emergency contraception;
STI checks; the HPV vaccine; vasectomy; pregnancy tests and abortion referrals (and procedures in Tauranga). These are the “services” that they are offering young people under the age
of 22 and they are offering it in some of our high schools.

6

Family Planning promote graphic sex education
It is a fallacy that more comprehensive sex education at younger ages brings about better “sexual health” and less teenage pregnancies. Since sex education was introduced
into New Zealand schools, the teenage pregnancy rate has soared, as has the incidence of
STIs. Sex education also encourages young people to engage in premarital and deviant
sex. When the student’s have to face the consequences of Family Planning’s graphic sex education, they know who to turn to for “help”.

7

Family Planning promote homosexuality, promiscuity and sexual
‘experimentation’
Anything goes as far as sexual experimentation, homosexuality and promiscuity is concerned. As long as no one is forced into anything and you are “responsible” (meaning using
condoms and other contraceptives) then all is fine. Young people are not encouraged to wait
until marriage to engage in sexual behaviour – every relationship should be sexual “if you are
ready” in their book. There is no encouragement for youth who are experiencing same-sex attraction to wait and quietly work through these feelings – no, according to Family Planning if
you experience a same-sex attraction you must embrace it, tell the world and explore your orientation (meaning engage in sexual acts).

8
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Family Planning is affiliated to
the International Planned
Parenthood Federation (IPPF)
That means that Family Planning have to subscribe to all the things that IPPF stand for and
that includes free access to abortion for women
throughout the world with no restrictions what
so ever. The IPPF has a plan entitled “Vision
2020” in which they are urging governments
throughout the world to prioritise what they
call “sexual and reproductive health
rights” (SRHS) as central in achieving sustainable development. In 2010 Family Planning
were re accredited by IPPF, meaning that all
standards and responsibilities of membership
were met.

9

Family Planning works in the
Islands with their organisation
Family Planning International
Working with partner organisations like
Planned Parenthood and YWCA, Family Planning International spreads their reproductive
and sexual “health” agenda throughout the
Islands. They plan to influence policy makers
in our Pacific neighbour countries, forcing
Western ideas about contraception and popula-

10

tion control onto the people despite their religious and cultural beliefs in the area of sexuality. Right now they are working in the Solomon Islands indoctrinating both men and
women with their biased “sexual and reproductive health and rights education”.
Family Planning International is also working
in Kiribati (which according to their website is
the most exciting programme they have ever
done). Here, they are holding advocacy workshops for local Church leaders encouraging
them to promote contraception amongst their
congregations. This is precisely what Margaret Sanger, the founder of Planned Parenthood
did in her day when she had the Black Church
Ministers preach contraception to their congregations.
Family Planning is NOT a health organisation.
It is in the sex business and it lures people into
sexual lifestyles with all the trauma and diseases that lifestyle brings. It’s time to protect our
children’s innocence and expose Family Planning’s real agenda. 
Footnotes for this article can be found on page 17.

www.fli.org.nz/exposefamilyplanning

Family Life International NZ
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What you need to know about
Family Planning
Planning’’ s Conference 2013

T

he New Zealand Family Planning
Association recently held their
Conference on “positive sexual
health” at the Museum of New
Zealand, Te Papa. For three days Family Life
International NZ kept a peaceful, prayerful
vigil, alerting passers-by to the conference
agenda.

nancy and for social reasons;
 Finding ways to encourage the use of medical abortion (the abortion pill), with the
final aim of having GPs, Pharmacists and
midwives being able to administer this
lethal drug;
 Pushing abortion, contraception and sexual
promiscuity on all peoples, dismissing as
irrelevant parental rights, faith, family
traditions and cultural customs.

Sponsored by organisations such as ISTAR (a
NZ registered charity that imports
mifepristone (the abortion pill) and manual
vacuum aspiration abortion equipment); Durex There were numerous speakers including:
and Bayer HealthCare, the conference was a
Cecile Richards, the President of the Planned
Parenthood Federation of America (PPFA);
strategy meeting about:
Suzanne Ehlers, president and CEO of Popu Making sure children as young as 5-yearslation Action International; and Dr Mitchell
old receive “sexuality” education at school;
Creinin, Professor and Chair, Department of
 Changing abortion law in New Zealand so Obstetrics and Gynaeology, University of Calthat it is easier to access throughout preg- ifornia Davis School of Medicine.
Some of the addresses were:

 Building a sexual and reproductive
health movement;
 The case for investing in family
planning in Kiribati: Results of a cost
benefit analysis;
 Medical abortion;
 Let’s start at the beginning! Sexuality Education for Year 1-4 students;
 Gender diversity and sexuality
16
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education;
 Sexual and reproductive health and
rights on the Kiribati agenda;
 Early Medical Abortion (EMA) provision at a Family Planning clinic;
 Safety and timeliness of communitybased abortion in New Zealand;
 New Zealand women’s experiences of
Jadelle implant;
 Access to contraception before pregnancy for young Māori women under
the age of 20.

Keeping a prayerful vigil outside the
Family Planning Conference.

At Family Life International NZ, we believe that it is time Family Planning and all organisations that hold the same core beliefs are stopped. The kind of ideology that Family Planning
and their friends hold is one that takes away our children’s innocence and will destroy the
family. 
We’re working towards exposing Family Planning. Find out more at our website:
fli.org.nz/exposefamilyplanning

Ten Important Facts about the NZ Family Planning Association
Continued from page 15
Footnotes:
1. New Zealand Family Planning Association (Inc). 2013. Annual Financial Statements for the Year Ended
30 June 2013. 4.
2. NZ Family Planning Association. 2009. Sexual Safety. [online]. Available: http://
www.theword.org.nz/site/elaboration/sexualsafety [6 November 2013].
3. Abortion Supervisory Committee. 2013. Minutes for meeting held in Tauranga on Friday 22 February
2013.
4. NZ Family Planning Association. 2013. Abortion status needs to change. [online]. Available: http://
www.familyplanning.org.nz/news/entryid/170 [16 November 2013].
5. Statistics New Zealand. 2013. Induced Abortions by Contraception Used. December Year 2012.
6. Statistics New Zealand. 2013. Induced Abortions by Contraception Used. December Year 2012.
7. Cancer Research UK. 2013. The contraceptive pill and cancer risk. [online]. Available: http://
www.cancerresearchuk.org/cancer-help/about-cancer/cancer-questions/the-contraceptive-pill-andcancer-risk [16 November 2013].
8. Coalition on Abortion/Breast Cancer. 2013. abortionbreastcancer.com. [online]. Available: http://
www.abortionbreastcancer.com/index/ [16 November 2013].
Family Life International NZ
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A spotlight on
Sexuality Education

A Spotlight on ‘sexuality’ education

by Michelle Kaufman

T

Please note: This article is NOT suitable for children to read!

“

The curriculum
emphasises the
holistic nature of
sexuality
education (which
has physical,
social, mental and
emotional, and
spiritual aspects)
and defines ‘sex
education’ as
relating only to
the physical
dimension of
sexuality
education.

“

Sexuality Education Revised Guide for
Principals, Boards of
Trustees, and Teachers,
2002
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he New Zealand Family Planning Association is
trying to save face after public backlash over the
Association’s plan to release a sexuality resource
for children aged 5 to 8 at the end of November.

The resource has drawn attention to the fact that “sexuality” is
already included right through each year level of the health
curriculum. Even in Catholic schools “sexuality” education is
compulsory, although parents do have the right to be informed
and are given the option of removing their children from these
classes.
The Ministry of Education’s 2002 document “Sexuality Education – Revised Guide for Principals, Boards of Trustees, and
Teachers” states that “sexuality education” actually
“emphasises the holistic nature of sexuality education (which
has physical, social, mental and emotional, and spiritual aspects) and defines 'sex education' as relating only to the physical dimension of sexuality education.”
In an effort to calm the waters, Family Planning’s Health Promotion Director, Frances Bird has stated that “sexuality education is not sex education”. According to 3 News, Bird said
“We’re not talking about sex – the act of sex – at all.”
Family Planning’s website explains to parents and caregivers
that “because sexuality education is much more than ‘the birds
and the bees’ it should start young.”
It is the Association’s belief that through “normalizing conversations about bodies, good and bad feelings, families and relationships and learning communication skills from a young
age,” children will be confident to ask questions and “build on
their understanding” as they grow.
The content of the Year One (age 5) resource produced by
Family Planning was revealed by the NZ Herald:
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Working together as a class to create a
safe classroom environment;



Discussing the meaning of respect and
showing respect for others;



Describing themselves and their relationships with others, including similarities
and differences;



Describing themselves in relation to their
gender;



Exploring and sharing ideas about friends
and classmates;



Using ‘I’ statements to express ideas and
feelings;



Identifying body parts, including sexual
parts; and



Discussing changes to the body and ways
to care for the body.

On the same web page under three to four
years parents are told that “At this age children
may enjoy masturbating. This is a good time to
start teaching them about public and private
behaviour.”
Clearly, Family Planning are attempting to
undermine parental authority in the most surreptitious way—by getting them on board with
their own ideas and beliefs.
Family Planning are also quick to reassure
parents that the sexuality resource they have
produced “does not include teaching about sex
- masturbation, sexual intercourse or other
sexual acts; conception, reproduction, pregnancy; contraception, condoms or sexually
transmissible infections.”
But that is not the point.

Sexuality education’s role at an early age is to
However, Family Planning have since released desensitise children so that as the child grows,
ideas, behaviours and situations that have once
a document outlining the content of the resource, which has yet to be named. This latest been seen as irregular, immoral and odd, become normal.
document omits any mention of identifying
body parts, including sexual parts, which had Self-control, decency, real respect for another
been included in the NZ Herald’s list.
person’s dignity, friendship and modesty are
all undermined.
On their website, Family Planning stress that
“the content in the resource does not undermine the role of parents as the primary sexuality educators of their children.”
Family Planning are very keen to include parents, and have produced a number of resources
for this purpose. On their web page “Talk
Tips” under birth to two years old, parents are
told that “If a baby is reprimanded for or discouraged from touching their genitals they will
start to feel there is something wrong with this
part of them.” The inference being that a good
parent will allow their child to continue this
exploration.
Family Life International NZ
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Learning styles are introduced that encourage the child to question authority, making themselves the sole decision-maker. This has harmful consequences especially for adolescence.
Frances Bird has given two explanations as to why this resource for young children is needed.
The first was that “young people are being exposed to more media and materials.”
This was followed by the reasoning that “if you start to build the foundation knowledge for
them, by the time they do learn about it [sex], they’re less likely to have early sex, they have
fewer partners, they have less sex as well.”
We believe that both of these reasons are flawed. The more sexuality education has permeated
New Zealand schools, the more the sexual and general bad/deviant behaviour of young people
has increased.
All those who work towards removing our children’s innocence, no matter how pleasantly
they couch their rhetoric need to have their true agenda exposed. Parents, teachers, priests,
ministers and all people of good will must work together to keep organisations like Family
Planning out of our schools, out of our youth programmes, out of our families. We must work
hard to ensure that our children’s innocence is protected for as long as possible. 

What can parents do?
It is absolutely critical that parents are fully aware of what is happening in their children’s
schools - secondary, primary and pre-schools. There are resources being used that many parents
would be surprised to learn the content of. Here are a few ideas to get you started:



The first person to speak with is your child’s teacher. Speak respectfully and with genuine
questions to find out what is included in the classroom programme.



If you discover that there are elements of the classroom programme that you are not satisfied with, and having discussed it with the classroom teacher, take your issue to the Principal.



Your final point of call at the school is the Board of Trustees.



Parents must bring this new resource to the attention of their classroom teachers, principals
and Board of Trustees. Tell them that you do not wish to have such a resource available in
the school.



It is possible to withdraw your children from sexuality education classes. A letter should be
sent home informing you that these lessons will be taking place and the intended content. You have a right to withdraw your child/ren. You also have a right to teach your children about these matters in your own home, with your own values at the time you see fit.

While these suggestions may not completely protect your children (there is no telling what
might be brought up in the playground, or in the classroom by the teacher outside of the health
lessons), they are opportunities for you to be pro-active.
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What can teachers and principals do?
Teachers, as you are well aware, every day parents put their trust in you to teach and protect our
children. You have a massive influence on our children’s lives. And so many of you do such a
fantastic job. Many of you feel ill-equipped to teach the children in your care sexuality education. Some of you may feel very uncomfortable about teaching this and you look to the various
resources available for guidance on what to teach. Parents understand that.
Please consider how sexuality resources may impact the children in your care. Please consider
how easily the innocence of children is lost in these days where so much is foisted upon
them. Consider how quickly our society is asking children to grow up.
Children come from families. Sometimes those families have many, many issues. But families
that face difficulties and neglect should not be the excuse for including sexuality education in
our classrooms. Most parents have the ability to teach their children about sexuality. Our
young children especially, do not need to be robbed of their innocence.
Please take the time to review your sexuality education programme. Is it necessary to include
all that you do within the classes? Is there any way that you can involve parents?
Most importantly, please consult with the parents and caregivers in your school. Find out how
you can help them teach their children. And please, do not purchase this, or any other Family
Planning-type resource for your schools.

We recommend:

The Truth and Meaning of Human
Sexuality—Guidelines for Education
within the Family
Pontifical Council for the Family

Theology of the Body for Teens
Jason Evert, Crystalina Evert and Brian
Bulter

Theology of the Body for Middle
School
Jason Evert, Crystalina Evert and Brian
Bulter

Alive to the World
Be at Ease with the Birds ‘n Bees
Family Life International NZ
Please contact Family Life International NZ for more information 09 629 4361
Family Life International NZ

www.fli.org.nz
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Truth
and
Mea nin g
of
Huma n Sexuality

Wisdom from

Four Working
Principles and
Their Particular
Norms
Pontifical Council
for the Family

This excerpt from the
Pontifical Council for the
Family’s document “The
Truth and Meaning of
Human Sexuality:
Guidelines for Education
within the Family” is a
timely reminder of the
principles that should be
kept when discussing these
delicate matters.
It is recommended that
everyone study the full text
of this document.

the

121. In the light of these recommendations, education for
love can take concrete form in four working principles.
122. 1. Human sexuality is a sacred mystery and must
be presented according to the doctrinal and moral
teaching of the Church, always bearing in mind the
effects of original sin.
Informed by Christian reverence and realism, this doctrinal principle must guide every moment of education for
love. In an age when the mystery has been taken from
human sexuality, parents must take care to avoid trivializing human sexuality, in their teaching and in the help offered by others. In particular, profound respect must be
maintained for the difference between man and woman
which reflects the love and fruitfulness of God himself.
123. At the same time, when teaching Catholic doctrine
and morality about sexuality, the lasting effects of original
sin must be taken into account, that is to say, human
weakness and the need for the grace of God to overcome
temptations and avoid sin. In this regard, the conscience of
every individual must be formed clearly, precisely and in
accord with spiritual values. But Catholic morality is never limited to teaching about avoiding sin. It also deals with
growth in the Christian virtues and developing the capacity for self-giving in the vocation of one's own life.
124. 2. Only information proportionate to each phase
of their individual development should be presented to
children and young people.
This principle of timing has already been presented in the
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study of the various phases of the development of children and young people. Parents and all
who help them should be sensitive: (a) to the different phases of development, in particular, the
"years of innocence" and puberty, (b) to the way each child or young person experiences the
various stages of life, (c) to particular problems associated with these stages.
125. In the light of this principle, the relevance of timing in relation to specific problems can
also be indicated.
(a) In later adolescence, young people can first be introduced to the knowledge of the signs of
fertility and then to the natural regulation of fertility, but only in the context of education for
love, fidelity in marriage, God's plan for procreation and respect for human life.
(b) Homosexuality should not be discussed before adolescence unless a specific serious problem
has arisen in a particular situation. This subject must be presented only in terms of chastity,
health and "the truth about human sexuality in its relationship to the family as taught by the
Church".
(c) Sexual perversions that are relatively rare should not be dealt with except through individual
counselling, as the parents' response to genuine problems.
126. 3. No material of an erotic nature should be presented to children or young people of
any age, individually or in a group.
This principle of decency must safeguard the virtue of Christian chastity.
Therefore, in passing on sexual information in the context of education for love, the instruction
must always be "positive and prudent" and "clear and delicate". These four words used by the
Catholic Church exclude every form of unacceptable content in sexual education.
Moreover, even if they are not erotic, graphic and realistic representations of childbirth, for example in a film, should be made known gradually, so as not to create fear and negative attitudes
towards procreation in girls and young women.
127. 4. No one should ever be invited, let alone obliged, to act in any way that could objectively offend against modesty or which could subjectively offend against his or her own
delicacy or sense of privacy.
This principle of respect for the child excludes all improper forms of involving children and young people.
In this regard, among other things, this can include the
following methods that abuse sex education: (a) every
"dramatized" representation, mime or "role playing"
which depict genital or erotic matters, (b) making drawings, charts or models etc. of this nature, (c) seeking
personal information about sexual questions or asking
that family information be divulged, (d) oral or written
exams about genital or erotic questions. 
Family Life International NZ

www.fli.org.nz
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How do
we reclaim
a marriage
culture?
By Michelle Kaufman

In August, the legislation which passed in parliament on
April 17th to redefine marriage came into law.
Many have backed away from the issue now, not sure what
to do. It is now legal for same-sex couples to ‘marry’ in the
eyes of the law. It seems that the marriage discussion has
gone to sleep.
But it hasn’t.
In September, Family Life International NZ were privileged
to have Bill May, President of Catholics of the Common
Good address our conference on the topic Getting the Marriage Conversation Right. His talks were very insightful and
he has paved a way forward so that we can reclaim a marriage culture.
What is marriage?
Marriage unites a man and a woman with each other and any
children born from their union.
That May says, is what marriage is and what marriage does.
No other institution can do that. And it’s not dependent on a
belief in God either.
Every person needs to learn that definition of marriage, understand it, know it by heart.

“

Marriage unites
a man and
a woman with
each other
and any children
born from their
union.

“

William B May
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This is because people, May says, have come to view marriage in an adult-centric way—meaning that marriage is
understood to be for the fulfilment of two people.
But marriage is a community of persons and the adultcentric view does not speak the truth about what marriage is.
We need to think about our children.
The question, Bill May says we need to ask is “Do we need
a civil institution that unites kids with their mums and
dads?”
Most people would say yes to that.
But when the New Zealand government redefined marriage
“intentionally or unintentionally… they eliminated this institution.”
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At the conference, May spoke extensively about the need to
move away from referring to redefined marriage as “same-sex
marriage” or “gay marriage”. This he says “implies there’s two
kinds of marriage that exist side by side”. But this is not true.
“In the law there’s only one definition of marriage.”
When we talk of “same-sex marriage” May explained, it
“implies that we are merely opposing gays getting married
which really isn’t the motivation here. It’s to protect marriage.”
Homosexuals who want to participate in marriage say “we don’t
want to change it, we only want to participate in it”, but that is
William B May
impossible without redefining marriage. And this, May says, is
the hidden agenda which “is not about expanding participation,
but is obliterating the human rights of children in connection with marriage.”
For “every alternative family has one thing in common—a child that’s deprived of a married
mother and father.”

getting the
marriage
conversation
right

Part of our strategy to rebuild a marriage culture
begins with us. We must “understand what
marriage is ourselves in a way that we can explain it to our kids in non-religious language
that helps them confirm what the Church is
teaching is true and then they can repeat to their
by William B May
friends without fear of persecution or attack.”
This book teaches you how to promote and
May says.
defend traditional marriage in non-religious
terms. It’s a great “how to” guide to answer
Our children need to aspire to true marriage.
those tough questions you’ve struggled with.
They will do that when they understand that
It includes a substantial section of FAQs at
marriage is not for the fulfilment of two adults,
the heart of the conflict and shows how to
but rather as a communion of persons.
begin to rebuild a marriage culture. 71pp.
Then, when we understand enough to talk about
marriage without being pulled into traps we can
be a powerful force that will rebuild a marriage
culture in New Zealand.
It can happen. It will happen. One day New
Zealand will once again uphold marriage as the
only institution that unites a man and a woman
with each other and any children born from that
union. 
Family Life International NZ

This book is a must-read!
$12.50*
Available from Family Life Catholic Gifts
09 629 0820 | fli.shop@xtra.co.nz
catholicgifts.co.nz
*Price includes postage & packaging and is
therefore different to that online or in store.

www.fli.org.nz
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The

Stark
reality
of

abortion
in New
Zealand

E

arlier this year, Statistics New Zealand released New Zealand’s abortion statistics for
2012. The information revealed the welcome
news that the number of abortions in New Zealand have declined for the fifth year in a row to 14,745.
The number of abortions performed in New Zealand at its
peak was 18,511 in 2003. That number has been cut by
3766. And even though the abortion numbers have been
dropping since 2007, last year’s figures were the most
significant with a decline of 1118.
The information release also explained that the median age
of women having abortions is 25; the group with the highest abortion rate are 20-24 year olds (29 abortions per
1000 women); the general abortion rate was 16.1 abortions
per 1000 women aged 15-44; 62% of abortions performed
were a woman’s first; and 55% of all abortions were done
before 10 weeks.
Since the release, further statistical information has been
revealed. The following provides further information
about the stark reality of abortion in New Zealand.
A significant number of women are having
multiple abortions
While we were told that 62% of women had not had a previous abortion, that left 38% who had. Information released only tells us part of the story – that 24.7% (3648) of
women had already had one abortion in the past and that
13.1% (1937) had two or more abortions previously. New
information reveals that 678 women had had 3 or more
previous abortions. When broken down that number looks
like this:
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3 previous abortions: 457 women
4 previous abortions: 155 women
5 previous abortions: 38 women
6 previous abortions: 16 women
7 or more previous abortions: 12 women

Family LIFE

92 induced abortions took place after 20 weeks
Of those 92 abortions, nine occurred in the 24th week
and eight occurred after 25 weeks. These very late
term abortions were likely to be done because of foetal
abnormality (e.g. Down syndrome, Spina Bifida, heart
defects or any other condition which is life-limiting or
seen as a burden by medical professionals). Some of
these diagnosis’ will have been incorrect as have been
proved by a number of stories from people who have
refused an abortion, and have discovered at birth that
their baby will be fine. Foetal abnormality is not a lawful
reason to obtain an abortion after 20 weeks.

Slight increase in percentage of medical
abortions
There has been a real move to promote early medical
abortions. In 2011, 1000 women had a medical abortion,
in 2012 that number dropped to 943. The overall percentage of medical abortions has actually increased
though by a very small amount – 6.3% of all abortions
in 2011 and 6.4% of all abortions in 2012.
Significant number of reported complications
Reported complications totalled 90 which included 24
who had retained placenta or “products” and 29 women
who haemorrhaged. It is likely that there are unreported
complications. It has been revealed that between 2009
and 2011, 877 women were admitted to hospital after
their abortions, which resulted in 1047 bed days. It would
be safe to assume that the actual complications were far
greater than those that have been reported.

Family Life International NZ

www.fli.org.nz

“

We fed
the public a
line of deceit,
dishonesty,
a fabrication of
statistics and
figures.
We succeeded
because the
time was right and
the news media
co-operated.

“

Southland Hospital gained their abortion
license
The license is to perform medical abortions up to 12
weeks and this began in September of 2012. Between
September and December 2012, Southland Hospital performed 106 surgical and medical abortions. By the end
of July 2013, just 11 months after the license was gained,
that number had increased to 271.

Dr. Bernard Nathanson
on campaigning to have
abortion legalised in the US
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Almost 1000 non-residents obtained abortions
979 women who obtained abortions were non-residents of New Zealand.
47% of women who had abortions reported using contraception
This figure tends to stay relatively stable year on year. The most “failed” contraceptive is condoms with 4140 women reported having been using them; this is followed by the combined oral
contraceptive pill (1551). It is interesting to note that the Emergency Contraception figures
have remained similar from 2011 (209) to 2012 (207), despite the overall drop in abortion numbers. Also important to note is the increase in women who are presenting for abortion who have
a long-acting implant (such as Jadelle). In 2011 only 12 women presented for an abortion with
an implant, while in 2012 that number had almost doubled to 21 women.
While the overall figure tells us a pleasing story of declining abortions, the data behind those
numbers show that abortion is used in many cases as a backup for failed contraception (or as
contraception), and that it is harming women. Isn’t it time that New Zealand steps up and protects our women and vulnerable preborn children from abortion? 

The push for abortion reform
There is a very real push to decriminalise abortion from
groups such as Young Labour, the Abortion Law Reform Association (ALRANZ) and Family Planning.
Most of these groups appear to be in favour of the law
which has been adopted in Victoria, Australia. Abortion there is legal for any reason up to 24 weeks and is
possible after 24 weeks under certain conditions. Approved Pharmacists and nurses are able to administer
abortion drugs. Doctors and nurses who have a conscientious objection to abortion must inform a patient of
this objection and give them the name of a practitioner
who does not have a conscientious objection—thereby
violating the right of one to object.
New Zealand abortion law is enshrined in the Crimes Act and the Contraception, Sterilisation
and Abortion Act. A woman or girl cannot be charged as a party for procuring an abortion. This is a fact that the pro-aborts are conveniently omitting as they go about telling everyone that abortion is still in the Crimes Act.
People should not be fooled by the rhetoric of stigma, access, shame, barriers and abortion being a health issue. These are only a smokescreen for the real agenda which is abortion on demand, throughout all nine months of pregnancy for any reason. 
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“Abortion doesn’t empower
women, it exploits them.
It’s bad medicine,
bad morality,
and even bad feminism.”
These are the words of Janet Morana, Executive Director
of Priests for Life and Co-founder of the Silent No More
Awareness Campaign in her new book Recall Abortion.
Written for those who may not know much about the abortion industry, Janet uses medical evidence, studies and personal testimonies to show that abortion is a bad product,
and like other bad products should be recalled.

RECALL
ABORTION
Ending the abortion
industry’s exploitation of
women

Filled with personal testimonies, the reader is faced with
how abortion has harmed women psychologically and
physically—for some, even being the cause of not only
their unborn child’s death, but their own.
Legal, abortion may be, but is it safe? Janet is one of the
few people who witnessed Kermit Gosnell’s House of Horrors first hand once it closed. The story, not only of how
he killed babies after birth, and how he killed women, but
the filth of the clinic shocked the world.
Janet argues that no, abortion is not safe, even in those supposedly sanitary clinics that follow all the rules.
Easily read, this book is a must-read for all pro-lifer’s and
especially for every person who believes that abortion
might be permissible in certain circumstances.
With pro-aborts working to build a case for decriminalizing
abortion, Janet gives us the ammunition to fight to have
abortion recalled!
While in New Zealand, Janet personally signed a limited
number of her book Recall Abortion. Order your copy
today! Hardcover. 211pp.

Family Life International NZ

www.fli.org.nz

Order your
autographed copy of
Recall Abortion today!
$33.00*
Contact Family Life
Catholic Gifts
09 629 0820
fli.shop@xtra.co.nz
*Price includes postage &
packaging and is therefore
different to that online or in store.
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The pro-life movement were given a great gift
from God in 2009.

I ONCE WAS

LOST
BUT NOW

I AM

PRO

LIFE

After, many years of prayer from a dedicated group of pro-life
men and women in Austin, Texas, a feisty young woman’s
eyes were opened to the great evil that she watched over every
day as Director of her Planned Parenthood clinic.
That woman is Abby Johnson, a former Planned Parenthood
Director turned pro-life activist.
The day Abby’s eyes were opened is recorded in the first chapter of her book UnPlanned, which is a very honest account of
how Abby came to be the Director of that Planned Parenthood
clinic in Austin, Texas. It also tells of her inspiring story of
release from the lies and deceit that she had been a part of.
Abby has a compelling story to tell, having had two abortions
herself. One of those was a medical abortion that caused her to
suffer greatly. Abby also has the inside information that exposes Planned Parenthood for its true agenda.
Today, Abby works tirelessly to spread the pro-life message to
everyone she possibly can. She has been involved in many
abortion law-changing efforts in the US.
One of her most important ministries though is And Then
There Were None. This ministry reaches out to abortion clinic
workers, offering them a hand of friendship and support so that
they too can leave the abortion industry. Much like women
who have had abortions, clinic workers must also find a path to
healing. And Then There Were None holds retreats to help
facilitate this process.
You can read the first chapter of Abby’s book UnPlanned and
find out more information about Abby’s visit to New Zealand
as it is finalised at fli.org.nz/abbyjohnsonvisitingnewzealand

Abby Johnson
is visiting Auckland only
April 24th to 27th 2014
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It’s extraordinary because people from all Christian denominations are joined together with one goal – to end abortion.
It is extraordinary because clinics are closing and women and
men are seeing abortion for what it is.
It’s extraordinary because more than 7,500 babies lives have
been spared from abortion through the campaigns held since
2007.
It’s extraordinary because hundreds of women and men are
now seeking the help they need to find healing after abortion.
It’s extraordinary because almost 40 clinics have shut down
after a 40 Days for Life campaign, held outside.
It’s extraordinary because ordinary people are sacrificing their
time and their comfort to speak up for those who cannot speak
for themselves.
It’s extraordinary because God is not ordinary, he is all powerful and all merciful. By His grace we will see an end to abortion. And 40 Days for Life is one of the ways he is showing us
that if we are faithful, if we are willing to sacrifice, if we truly
trust in Him, then we can end abortion throughout the world.
The next 40 Days for Life Campaign will be held during Lent
2014. Family Life International NZ have decided that we will
take on this great challenge in all three centres where we are
based—Auckland, Wellington and Dunedin. Will you join us?

Family Life International NZ

www.fli.org.nz

“

I am in this
movement today
because of
ordinary people
who took on an
extraordinary task.
My former abortion
clinic is closed
because of their
sacrifice.
Babies are alive
because of them.
Women are no
longer
being hurt by
abortion in their
community.
You can do this.
You can
save a life.

“

A

n extraordinary thing is happening all around the
world. It is extraordinary because for 40 days,
people gather outside their local aborturies and
they pray and fast for an end to abortion.

Abby Johnson
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If you are interested
in being a part of 40 Days for
Life, then we’d like to hear from
you. Time spent praying outside
an abortuary can be for as little
or as long as you are able to sacrifice. We also invite those who
are house-bound or outside the
areas, to join us in prayer.
To register your interest please
contact the Auckland John
Paul II Centre for Life
Ph: 09 629 4361
or email life@fli.org.nz

Praying outsid
e AMAC

“What I have told people for years, what I’ve believed
and taught and defended, is a lie. What if I’d known
the truth, and what if I’d told all those women?”
Abby Johnson, UnPlanned

unPLANNED
unPLANNED
The dramatic true story of a former Planned Parenthood leader’s
eye-opening journey across the life line.
by Abby Johnson
Join Abby as she reveals her full story in UnPlanned: a heartstopping personal drama of life–and-death encounters, a courtroom battle, and spiritual transformation. Abby’s unique vantage
point from both sides of the abortion clinic property line shines
light and compassion into the political controversy that surrounds
this issue. For anyone who cares about the life-versus-rights debate and helping women who
face crisis pregnancies, UnPlanned is a must–read. Paperback. 288pp.

Purchase your copy today! $34.50*
Ph: 09 629 0820 | fli.shop@xtra.co.nz

catholicgifts.co.nz

F amily Life

CATHOLIC GIFTS

*Price includes postage & packaging and is therefore different to that online or in store.
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Prayer

for those who have

lost a

Child to Abortion
Fr Frank Pavone

Lord of all Life, You have entrusted us to the care of one another,
And called us to be one Body in Christ.
You call us to rejoice with those who rejoice, and to weep with those who weep.
Hear our prayer today
For our brothers and sisters who have lost children to abortion.
Help us to understand the pain that is in their hearts,
And to be a living sign to them of your welcome, your mercy, and your healing.
Help them to undergo with courage the process of grief and the journey of healing.
Never allow them to feel alone;
Always refresh them with the presence of Your Spirit
And of their brothers and sisters in Christ.
Console them with the sure hope that you love and care for their children.
Give them new strength, that even while they grieve what they have lost,
They may look forward to all the good that you still have in store for them.
Lord of healing and hope,
Give us all the forgiveness of our sins,
And the joy of your salvation.
We ask this in the name
of Jesus the Lord.

Amen.
Family Life International NZ

www.fli.org.nz
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Baby Central at the
Auckland John Paul II Centre for Life

W

by Dame Colleen Bayer
hat a pleasure it is to take a few moments to share with you all the whirlwind of activity from the Auckland John Paul II Centre for Life!

Every month we have had new babies arrive. What an awesome experience it is to journey through a crisis pregnancy with a mum and sometimes her family, and then to get the call to say she has gone into labour, and that you’re
needed at the hospital!
Miriam is one such Mum. Her baby son was born three weeks early and we were not quite
prepared. Miriam, supported by her parents, had chosen adoption for her baby. FLI were
to foster the little man at our Centre until the prospective new adoptive parents could come
and visit and get to know their baby boy. Pauline and her helpers had to pull out all the
stops to get everything in place and ready for this new arrival and at the same time, be
completely available to stay with Miriam and love her and guide her through this joyous
but very difficult time! Once baby was discharged and came ‘home’ to our Centre, the
young mother and her family could come and visit with baby as much as they wanted.
The big day came when the adoptive parents could meet their baby and go together to stay
at our home in Warkworth until all the legal matters had been attended to, which in the this
case took three months. It has been a real blessing to share this very special time with this
family and I think we will always be very good friends.
Pauline looks after Miriam very well and the open adoption is working well. Both Pauline
and I were deeply blessed to attend the baptism of this precious little boy and we know he
has the most wonderful parents to love him and cherish him. They will also respect and
honour their commitment to stay involved with Miriam as
much as is possible for them all.
Another of our young friends who Pauline has been helping
right through her pregnancy, gave birth to a very beautiful
baby girl. With financial support from our Centre due to
her personal situation on a students visa, and with the
daily help of another friend of FLI, Eileen, this young
mother has been able to keep her little girl to date.
However she is seriously considering the best options for the long term. Please pray for her and baby.
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Yet another mum who decided life for her baby gave birth to a
Family LIFE

sweet little boy up North. She had fallen pregnant while using the contraceptive implant,
Jadelle. Because of this there was a very real
chance that this baby would be born with a
disability, but the Lord in His goodness saw
to it that this brave mother would have a
healthy little baby.
Both Tracey and Shona have given birth
to healthy little girls and Patricia has had
a little boy.
We are now joyfully awaiting the
arrival of two babies around Christmas time and a third in January.
Pauline and myself thank you so very
much for all the generous supplies of baby clothes,
equipment, nappies and gifts that you bring to the Centre. The
hand knitting is hugely appreciated and we cannot thank you enough. Please
know that each one of you remain always in our hearts and especially in our prayers
This year has also been particularly busy with in house training and mini seminars. We have
hosted a Project Rachel healing day and just recently held our Annual Mass to remember babies
who have died unborn or at birth. This was a very moving Mass and many hearts and souls
were deeply touched.
Following our very successful Conference, we also held an in depth training week with ultrasound specialist Dr Shari Richard from the United States. This specialised training was aimed
at professionals who could give some time to the Centre and show abortion vulnerable mums
the reality of the baby in their womb. Attendees received a certificate and there is ongoing
training available to the those who choose to follow through. FLI was commended for the expert teaching and so thanks to each of you who made this possible.
We continue to receive calls on a day to day basis from mums looking for an abortion or who
are pregnant and afraid and maybe just need to be encouraged along the way. Every single
person we meet has their own story and we need to meet each of their needs in a very personal
way so as to bring them to the acceptance and love of their baby in utero.
It is nothing for Pauline or myself to hop into the car and travel long distances to meet a mum
face to face. This way we can reach out to her in her great hour of need by offering her the love
approach.
Thank you so very much for giving us the opportunity to be able to do this work. We are each
a vital part of the team in whatever role we are called to participate.
Please know how deeply we respect each and every one of our Friends for Life. 
Family Life International NZ
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NZ advocacy
group
Saving Downs
joins others in
urging US
Supreme Court
to address
prenatal
discrimination

Saving Downs is one of three Down syndrome advocacy
groups that have filed a legal brief with the U.S. Supreme Court
urging them to address inequalities that discriminate against
those prenatally diagnosed with Down syndrome.
The Jérôme Lejeune Foundation USA and the International
Down Syndrome Coalition (IDSC) are the other two advocacy
groups involved.
The brief urges that the principle of support to the parents be
aligned with the Prenatally and Postnatally Diagnosed Conditions Awareness Act and the American Disabilities Act.
One of the points made by the Bioethics Defense Fund, who are
the lead counsel for the three groups, was that “the dignity of a
child does not change with a diagnosis of Down syndrome, cystic fibrosis, spina bifida, or any other health condition, as recognized by numerous UN resolutions.”
This is not the first time Saving Downs have been involved in
advocating for unborn children who have Down syndrome and
other conditions overseas. In July a major UK Parliamentary report recommended that “the government must
review the Abortion act and end the discrimination against unborn disabled children.”
Mike Sullivan, spokesperson for Saving
Downs had been part of the
call for a change in the
UK law.
Family Life International works
with Saving
Downs where we
can to expose the
eugenic ideology behind prenatal testing.
The American case is now before
the 9th US Circuit Court of Appeals. It will be interesting to see if
our unborn brothers and sisters who
have disabilities diagnosed in utero
will be protected.
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Cut this poster out and place on your Parish noticeboard (with permission) and help spread the Gospel of Life!

Keep
up to date
with life, faith
and family issues
fli.org.nz
 Sign up for monthly email newsletters.
 Updated information about topical life, faith and family issues right at
your fingertips!
 Links to important life, faith and family resources.

acultureoflife.wordpress.com
 Sign up to get regular blog posts, written by pro-life leaders
directly in your email inbox.

Get your info from an established leading NZ pro-life organisation!
Family Life International NZ

John Paul II Centres for Life
Auckland  Wellington  Dunedin
P O Box 27967  Mt Roskill  Auckland 1044
09 629 4361  life@fli.org.nz  fli.org.nz

A Prayer
for

families
Pope Francis

J

esus, Mary and Joseph to you, Holy Family of Nazareth,
today we turn our gaze with admiration and confidence;
in you we contemplate the beauty of communion in true love;
to you we commend our families,
so that in them marvels of grace be renewed.
Holy Family of Nazareth, alluring school of the Gospel:
teach us to imitate your virtues with a wise spiritual discipline,
grant us a clear vision that recognizes the work of Providence
in the daily realities of life.
Holy Family of Nazareth, faithful custodian of the mystery of salvation:
help us to regain an appreciation for silence,
make our families cenacles of prayer
and transform them into little domestic Churches, renew the desire for sanctity,
sustain the noble toil of work, of education, of listening,
of mutual understanding and of forgiveness.
Holy Family of Nazareth,
reawaken in our society the consciousness of the sacred
and inviolable character of the family, an inestimable and irreplaceable good.
May every family be a place where goodness and peace are welcomed
for children and for the elderly, for those who are sick and alone,
for those who are poor and needy.
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, we pray to you with confidence,
we entrust ourselves to you with joy.

Amen
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Please pray for Alison Davis
Some will remember Alison from her visit to New
Zealand to speak at our conference in 2009. Alison is
becoming increasingly frail and would appreciate
your prayers. She is pictured here with her caregiver,
Colin.
Alison, who has Spina bifida, hydrocephalus, emphysema, arthritis, lordosis and kyphoscoliosis and osteoporosis, has been a strong voice for people with disabilities in light of the continuing threat of euthanasia.
She is the UK co-ordinator of No Less Human, which
promotes a positive view of disability.
“My life has been full of pain and suffering, true.
But it has also been one long adventure, with
great highs and great lows. I think my eventual
death will also be an adventure - but for now I'm
content to wait for that particular adventure to
come naturally, in its own time.”
Alison

Canonisation of John Paul II
The Family Life International NZ team
were thrilled to learn that Blessed John
Paul II will be canonised a Saint on

April 27th 2014
Divine Mercy Sunday
Through his intercession,
we have been showered
with many blessings
from heaven.
John Paul II,
Pray for Us!

Family Life International NZ
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The

Global
Sexual
Revolution:
Destruction of
Freedom in the
Name of Freedom

Recently the Catholic World Report featured a very
insightful interview with German sociologist Gabriele Kuby. A convert to Catholicism, Gabriele speaks of the global sexual revolution and the impact it has had on society.
Kuby recently published a book entitled “The Global Sexual Revolution: Destruction of Freedom in the Name of
Freedom.” While, not yet available in English, The Catholic World Report article Europe’s Cassandra, gives English speakers a glimpse at the contents. She explains that
the main idea in the book is “that the deregulation of sexual norms leads to the destruction of culture. Why? Because, as established in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948, the family is the basic unit of society—
and it needs some basic moral conditions in which to
thrive.”
The following quotes are from the interview:
On The Global Sexual Revolution
“But children—brought up today in a hyper-sexualized
society in which they themselves are sexualized by the
entertainment industry, the media, and mandatory school
programs—are increasingly unable to become mature
adults that are up to the demands of marriage, and the obligations of responsible fatherhood and motherhood.”
On Freedom
“But what happens if you do not control and master the
sexual drive? You become a slave of that powerful drive—
a sex addict who is constantly on the prowl for sexual satisfaction.”

Excerpts from a
Catholic World Report
interview with
sociologist
Gabriele Kuby

40

“But freedom can only be realized if it is related to truth—
the truth of man, the truth of the relationship, the truth of
the situation. Jesus says “the truth will set you free” (John
8:32). Freedom depends on people who take responsibility
for the consequences of their actions on themselves and on
others.”
On Rights and Human Dignity
“We have not created ourselves nor can we create life. If
we lose awareness that we have received our life from
God, and that He has made us in His image and endowed

Family LIFE

us with an immortal soul, then we lose our dignity. And Man then succumbs to the temptation
of “improving” man through genetic manipulation, and by discarding human beings at the beginning and end of life ad libitum.”
On the Significance of the 1968 Cultural Revolution
“The goals of 1968 are now being realized through institutions like the United Nations and the
European Union, and through left-wing—and even some “conservative”—governments, in
unison with the powerful support of the mainstream media.”
“This global sexual revolution is now being carried out by power elites. These include international organizations like the United Nations and the European Union, with their web of inscrutable sub-organizations; global corporations like Amazon, Google, and Microsoft; the big foundations like Rockefeller and Guggenheim; extremely rich individuals like Bill and Melinda
Gates, Ted Turner, Georges Soros, and Warren Buffett; and non-governmental organizations
like the International Planned Parenthood Federation and the International Lesbian and Gay
Association.
All of these actors operate at the highest levels of power with huge financial resources. And
they all share one interest: to reduce population growth on this planet. Abortion, contraception,
the LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender) agenda, the destruction of the family—
all serve this one aim.”
On “Gender Mainstreaming”
“The term “gender” implies that a person’s sexual identity need not necessarily be identical to
that person’s biological sex. It breaks down the binary male-female sexual nature of human
beings.
This dissolution of the binary sexual nature of man and woman serves two primary purposes:
First, it aims to destroy the so-called “gender hierarchy” between man and woman. In other
words, there are—according to gender theory—not two but
many gender identities,
which can include lesbian, gay, bi-sexual and transsexual
men and
women. Second, it aims to dissolve heterosexuality as the
norm. This gender-based conception of man and woman
aims to enter the mainstream of society—and, indeed, this
is already happening at an incredible speed!”
On Pornography
“People who drug themselves regularly with pornography lose sight of love, the family, the ability to become a father and mother. They become addicted
and many end up on a slippery slope into the criminal use of sex. The alarming fact is that pornography has become “normal” for young people.”
Family Life International NZ
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“

The term
“gender” implies
that a person’s
sexual identity
need not
necessarily be
identical to that
person’s
biological sex.
It breaks down
the binary
male-female
sexual nature of
human beings.

On the Yogyakarta Principles
“I devoted a whole chapter to this document because it clearly
illustrates the totalitarian drive of the LGBT agenda. For example, Principle 29 calls for the establishment of
“independent and effective institutions and procedures to
monitor the formulation and enforcement of laws and policies
to ensure the elimination of discrimination on the basis of
sexual orientation or gender identity.” This means that a super-structure above the level of the nation-state should be established to reorganize and control the whole of society towards the privileges of the LGBT movement.”
On the Corruption of Language
“We must remember that the function of language is to communicate truth. So it is, in fact, very dangerous to corrupt language in the service of political mass manipulation. Throughout history, every totalitarian system has corrupted language
in their efforts to manipulate people. Recall that the main Russian newspaper was called Pravda or “truth.” Sadly, in today’s media age, the opportunities to do this are much more
sophisticated.”

“

Gabriele Kuby

On Virtue, Beauty and Truth
“The very reason why the LGBT movement is becoming
more totalitarian is that it recognizes that man has a conscience, that man yearns for love, and that he seeks truth,
beauty, and goodness. Therefore, everything which tends to
wake up man’s conscience must be eliminated.”
On the Right Response of Christians to the Global
Sexual Revolution
“Whether we like it or not, each of us must tidy up our own
sexual life and order it according to the call for true, faithful,
life-giving love. If we don’t, we will not see clearly—and we
will have no motivation or power to participate in the ongoing
battle. It is a battle for the dignity of man, for the family, for
our children, for the future. Ultimately, it is a battle for the
Kingdom of God.
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…we need a strong, courageous movement in every country
of people who are still able to recognize that 2 + 2 = 4; that is:
that the eradication of sexual norms destroys the person, the
family, and the culture.” 
Family LIFE

End of Life Choice Bill removed from ballot,
but euthanasia has not gone away
In a dramatic move, New Zealand’s Labour MP, Maryan Street withdrew her End of Life
Choice Bill from the parliamentary ballot box, late September, due to not wanting to debate the
issue in an election year.
Street has explained however, that she will return the draft legislation which would legalise
euthanasia and assisted suicide, into the ballot after the 2014 general elections.
Many leading groups expressed opposition to the legislation, including the New Zealand Medical Association and Hospice New Zealand.
One of the many contentious clauses in the draft legislation gave immunity from civil and
criminal liability for any person, whether profession or lay, who failed to carry out the law
properly through act or omission “in good faith”.
A very real culture of “choosing” when to die is beginning to take hold in New Zealand, which
is a dangerous place to be when euthanasia legislation may be debated.
Family Life International NZ’s publication And Now Euthanasia is in the process of being
updated and will be available to download from fli.org.nz early next year. It is a comprehensive look at the dangers of euthanasia and assisted suicide, and looks at the End of Life Choice
Bill in detail. 
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Keeping busy
in

Wellington
by Clare McClean
It has been a very busy year for the John Paul II Centre for Life in Porirua, promoting life, faith and family in the Wellington region. The following points highlight some of the main events of this year.
Back in April, Wellington hosted a visit from John-Henry Westen, editor-in-chief of
LifeSiteNews.com. He addressed two college classes; spoke at a youth gathering; and
gave a public address highlighting the impact on religious freedom when the definition
of marriage is changed in law.
During the April school break five of the teens who had missed some of Theology of
the Body for Teens dropped by to complete the course. One of these beautiful young
people is now seriously ill. Spending time with her and her sister during these catch-up
sessions I realised what treasures they both are. Seldom do you hear of such selfless
young people who walk to school praying their rosary including the unborn babies in
their prayers. We are now keeping her and her family in our prayers.
By attending the World Congress of Families
in May with my husband Ian we discovered
William May, author of Getting the Marriage
Conversation Right. This generous servant of
God was then able to address our conference
in September instructing us how to keep talking positively about marriage and thereby help
to rebuild a marriage culture. Please contact
us if you are interested in becoming part of a
study group.
Another good find at the World Congress of
Families, which may interest parents and
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teachers, was the Alive to the World programme. Devised to fulfil the UK requirements of the health syllabus it offers a virtue
based approach utilising engaging narrative.
With this programme children learn, amongst
other things, to appreciate the gift of fertility
and also what trust and authentic love look
like from an early age.
Much energy has gone into helping some
individual mothers needing extra help both
before birth and afterwards. On the Feast
of the Exaltation of the Cross one of our babies
moved in with her delighted adoptive parents, giving added
meaning to the term a child is indeed a
gift.
Two of our Vigils for Life this year coincided with events in Rome. The Vigil on
the 16th June also celebrated Evangelium
Vitae Day with the Mass being offered by
Archbishop Dew. Then on September 7th
we also prayed for peace in Syria remembering Mother Theresa’s words there will
never be peace while we have abortion.
Our final Vigil for the year will be on 6th
December - St Nicholas’ day.
We held a rosary vigil outside Te Papa
during the Family Planning Association’s
conference, which was held between October 31st and November 2nd. We were
able to alert passers by to their presence
and some of the topics being discussed at
the conference.
Planning is underway to hold a 40 Days
for Life campaign next Lent.
Early next year we will hold a retreat and
training day especially for all those interested in volunteering. Details are to be
confirmed but you can register your interest with us now by phoning 04 237 8343.
Family Life International NZ
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a few words...

...on fundraising for this vital

I

Apostolate

t is with a touch of sadness that I write this article and yet at the same time it is tempered
with great hope and consolation knowing that Family life International NZ stands at the
very coalface of promoting life, faith and family in this nation and beyond.

A short time ago I received a rather flat call from my co-worker in another region of this
country. She had been invited to apply for funding for a specific project for the local John Paul
II Centre for Life. I set about advising her, and the application was duly submitted, meeting the
criteria called for as we understood. My co-worker was ‘flat’ because the application was
turned down. This did not surprise me at all. This has been the history always of Family Life
applying for funds from other trusts. In this case the reason was because the project was not
current. What can be more current than babies being saved from abortion in the here and now;
medical and hospital fees being paid for non-residents in order for them to give life to their
baby; housing these mothers; being at the birth of these babies; providing all the essentials of
life, love and care possible? We make it viable for the mothers to forge ahead with their study
and work, visa plans, and at the same time provide loving and caring opportunities for the babies to get the very best start in life, sometimes with adoptive parents.
During this year, we have had six such immigrant cases, three of whom came directly from the
region in question. One of the babies has now been successfully adopted to an Auckland couple who keep in contact with the birth parents, both here on work visas. Another mother whose
hospital bill we paid, was referred to live in a house for mums with her newborn baby in that
region. Another family, also from that region, are now living in our John Paul II Centre for
Life in Auckland. Each of these three cases outlined in the application, babies all born this
year, all accounts to be paid this year; and in two cases ongoing support has been required, one
of which is very high.
I share this with you as I want you to truly know that these babies and all the other countless
babies we have saved from abortion this year and throughout our history, have their life because you enable us to do this work day in and day out.
Yes it hurts us deeply when we get turned down, and we wonder about spending any more time
and effort trying to get a little funding to help our mothers. After all, Blessed John Paul II stated to Fr Paul Marx, pioneer of the Catholic pro-life movement in the US “You are doing the
most important work on earth.”
At the John Paul II Centres for Life in Auckland, Wellington and Dunedin, we stand at the
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coalface of promoting the Gospel of Life at every turn as laid
out specifically by the magisterium of the Catholic Church
with whom we stand. We encourage true and lasting friendships, we ask married couples to keep God at the heart of
their bedroom and in their family. I understand it is the narrow path for many, but it is the right path for the future of
humanity and for the Church.
I want to thank each and everyone who respond so generously and regularly to our call for funds. We are a team and it is
through you and all the constant prayer that ascends to heaven for the cause for life that we can keep on the good fight
for life, faith and family.
Yours in the service of life

Thank you

Colleen
Dame Colleen Bayer, DSG
National Director
Family Life International NZ

for your
generosity!

Life is a Precious Gift!
Leave a gift that keeps on giving!
After you have provided for your family, you can do something
special for countless unborn children by giving them the

Gift of Life!
By simply asking your lawyer to add a codicil to your will, you will be helping
to ensure that the life-saving work of Family Life International NZ
continues for many years to come!
For more information about bequests and the work that your gift would go towards
please contact Dame Colleen Bayer, National Director Family Life International NZ
ph: 027 44 88061 | email: col.fli@xtra.co.nz
Family Life International NZ
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the cupboard
is bare!
We have so many babies due over the next few months and we always have
women and girls come in to our Centres daily for baby supplies due to their
difficult personal circumstances, but we have very little left to give - our cupboards are bare.
On top of our usual practical support, we would like to give a special Christmas
gift to mums that we have helped throughout the year. We would really like to
make up 30 gift baskets filled with special things for mum and baby.
Can you help?
In order to restock our cupboards, and put together the gift baskets we need:
z Disposable nappies - newborn to walker
z Summer singlets - newborn
z Stretch‘n Grows - newborn to twelve months
z Baby wraps for newborns
z Baby wipes, powders and baby soaps
z Prams in new or excellent used condition
(for safety)
z Play pens
z Changing tables
z Baby baths
z Something nice for mum
z All things baby!
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Some people think that miracles ended with Biblical times,
while others think that modern-day miracles are very few and
far between. WRONG! Miracles through saintly intercession
happen all the time. It’s just that they’re often not widely reported. The Christmas gift I have for you solves that problem . . .
It’s a copy of Nothing Short of a Miracle – God’s Healing
Power in Modern Saints, by renowned expert-on-saints Patricia Treese. It’s a “can’t put it down book” that thoroughly
documents these and many other modern-day miracles . . .

A special
Christmas
gift for you!

 St Padre Pio’s visit in the middle of the night, curing a
young child of life-threatening heart disease . . . the miracle
cure that caused a physician to marvel that “There is NO
comparable case in world medical literature” . . . the intercession of St. Elizabeth Seton, saving a young man following a horrific motorcycle accident, causing the doctor to
exclaim, “I was working on a dead man” . . .
 The school teacher, suffering from an inoperable cancerous
tumor, cured on the spot while praying at the tomb of St.
John Neumann . . .
 Plus you’ll learn of still more miracles through the intercession of John Paul II . . . Bishop Fulton J. Sheen . . . Mother
Teresa . . . St John Bosco . . . and so much more that I can’t
adequately describe it all in this short space.
Nothing Short of a Miracle is 300-plus pages of reading that’s
spiritual, prayerful and fascinating. It will make your spirits
soar and your faith grow!
So, who will you give Nothing Short of a Miracle to this
Christmas? A family member? A close friend? How about a
copy for yourself? (You can request multiple copies so this is
Christmas-shopping-made-easy!)
Sending you Nothing Short of a Miracle – God’s Healing
Power in Modern Saints is my way of thanking you for your
much-needed gift of $35 or more per copy – a gift that will
help FLI save more babies!

Colleen

Little-known
miracles
revealed!
Miracles that will
amaze you…
strengthen your
faith… and have you
giving thanks to
God, His mother and
his saints.

Please use the enclosed Christmas Gift Reply Coupon.
Family Life International NZ

www.fli.org.nz
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A Story
of

There are times in life when we can easily become
discouraged and wonder where all the effort goes that we
pour into promoting and defending the Gospel of Life in our
beloved country and beyond. We seem to pray and work
twenty four seven and we just don’t always know the results
of our labour. We plug along relentlessly chipping away at
the pervading culture of death. AND then, out of the blue, the
Lord gives us a resounding and clear “YES keep on going.
Never ever give up!”
Let me tell you this very special story which some of you
may recall.
At the same time that Pope John Paul II was deteriorating in
health, and fighting for his life, we at the John Paul II Centre
for Life in Auckland were fighting to save the life of a yet to
be born little boy.

By Dame Colleen Bayer

This story began with a young mother who needed so much
encouragement and love to give life to her baby. So much
so, that it was not until 35 weeks along that she finally agreed
to see our doctor. He referred her immediately to Waitakere
Hospital. This is when the real nightmare began. It was only
weeks away from Easter 2005.
Our young friend was given the most disturbing news about
her baby in utero. He had been diagnosed with the severest
form of holoprosencephaly, made known by four separate
scans on different occasions at both Waitakere Hospital and
Auckland Hospital. The pressure on the nineteen year old
mother to have an ‘early birth’, (nice speak for destroying the
baby in utero at 36 weeks gestation) was horrendous. I personally witnessed the harassment.
Doctors and midwives meetings were called and scans were
arranged. She was told very clearly that there was nothing in
the brain and shown the inside of a hollow cylinder to
demonstrate the condition. The most horrific scenarios were
given and she was told that the baby would be either born
dead or gasping for his last breath.
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A special meeting was held with the midwife where I asked
every conceivable question and had everything surrounding
the situation clarified. I demanded every possible help for
this young Mum, and vowed to be with her eveFamily LIFE

ry step of the way. We prepared for the worst.

However, as soon as we heard that all was not well for this
little baby, we enlisted the urgent intercession of Adele Garnier the foundress of the Tyburn Nuns here in Auckland and
now also in Rotorua. We prayed like we had never prayed
before for the consolation of this young mother and that she
would have the courage to take care of her little boy in utero
for just a few more weeks. At least she could hold him
once born and tell him that she loved him, give him a name
and we could assist her in her deep grief in a natural way
and not in a forced way of destroying the poor little boy
before he even had a chance. It was so touch and go. Our
young mum was so upset, it was just all too much, I am
telling her to hang in there and love him and look after him
and she is screaming out in confusion, hurt and anger.
I could see that we had very little time to save this child and
help his mother, so I said, “right get in the car, I am taking
you out to the Chapel at Tyburn and you can go to God
directly with all your fears and worries. We have been
praying to mother Adele Garnier for you and your little
baby boy and we must have hope and believe that she is
praying to God the Most High. We truly do not know what
the will of God is for this little one so let’s go together and
give it our last call for help. I will do anything at all for
you, I love you as your mother, but I will not help take you
to have this child destroyed. He is an Easter baby let him
be.”

“

She was
given the most
horrific scenarios
and was told
ultimately
that the baby
would be either
born dead or
gasping for its last
breath.

“

This young mother was afraid and angry with me for encouraging her to hang in there and be a mum for the little
chap. She was angry with God. I encouraged her to be
brave, reminding her that she had come so far already, having rejected abortion earlier.

I will never forget the day that this young mother sat in the
Chapel at Tyburn Monastery, she was so grief stricken and
with every ounce of her being screamed out to God that if
she was to give birth to this child she could not possibly
give birth to a monster, that he had to give her a real baby, a
well, healthy baby or there was no go. It was very distressing but I knew in my soul that she needed to be alone with
Family Life International NZ
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her maker and sort it all out. I left her in the chapel weeping uncontrollably, I shall never forget
the lifetime of grief and pain and sorrow that was pouring out of this poor young woman.
And so, she agreed to hang in there and give the little chap a chance. We both had hope and
really expected a miracle and at the same time prepared for the worst. Fortunately the young
mum’s sister was ever present for her and supported her in going through with a natural birth
for her baby boy.
We met with the midwife and the plan was made. There was to be team of five specialists assembled for the birth, including a paediatrician specialist and midwife. We were advised that at
the first signs of labour we were to go straight to Waitakere Hospital so that there was time for
everyone to be called in. We went home and prepared.
As it turned out the day mother went into labour and we went to the hospital, there was actually
no body there for her - that is no medical team. I was there and the only person she saw was a
social worker some hours later to explain to her that when baby came it would be best if she
held the dead baby and gave the baby a name and have some personal time with him before
saying good bye. The social worker would provide her with a disposable camera to take photos
and some little clothes to dress him in. We explained that my husband was on the ready to make
a little coffin and we would be there throughout the ordeal for the young Mum. It was so certain
from the medical point of view that this baby was going to die during birth or soon after, there
was no other scenario at all. Full stop.
She was told that her sister and friends could be with her if she wished. As the day progressed,
still no medical specialists came. Throughout the labour the baby’s heartbeat was never monitored. A duty midwife did attend the birth, but non of the promised medical team materialised.
It was extraordinary.
Late into the day I was asked to leave as the young mother wanted to be alone. She did not want
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anyone at all to see her grotesque baby or monster as she thought. It was just too much for her.
I promised that if she wanted me to come back up I would be there for her and I would do
whatever she needed. I went home to my family and kept the cell phone under my pillow in
case she called. We had previously arranged for the Missionaries of Charity to go to the hospital to baptise the baby and console the young mother as best they could. I was always hopeful
that all would be well, after all Pope John Paul had died and Pope Benedict had just been elected. Because of this the young mother and her sister asked the nuns to baptise the baby in the
name of Benedict.
I did get the phone call and it was from a very tired but jubilant young mother with a crying
baby in the background. This little boy came into this world screaming for food and cuddles
and has never looked back.
I knew already he had been born, as at 3 am I woke my husband to tell him that I had just seen
a nun momentarily look down at a little baby and she was smiling. I knew everything was alright and went back to sleep. Therefore I was not surprised when I heard about baby and his
young mother was so very happy.
I went to the meeting with medical staff at the six week check up with the family. Nothing
could be found wrong with baby Benedict. I asked lots of questions, none of which could be
answered. In the end of what was a very testy meeting (one which we had asked for), I asked
the doctor “if there is no explanation, no error of judgement on behalf of the hospital did he
then consider this to be a miracle?” The answer was an emphatic “there is no such thing as a
miracle there is only science.” So I naturally asked then if the hospital would be taking responsibility for the harassment to abort and for the shocking ordeal this young mother went
through. I was shown the door.
I am sharing all this with you to show that our Blessed Lord knows what he is doing. We do
not!!

Family Life International NZ

www.fli.org.nz

51

As it happened we had to raise funds for the
young family to go back to their homeland due
to immigration issues. We fought very hard for
them, however they needed to go back once
Benedict was six months old and he had been
cleared of any possible anomaly.
We were able to make contact with an amazing
English priest, Fr Gerald Gostling who would
visit the young family and take the best milk
powder and a nurse with him to this most impoverished area. He has his own story to tell of conversion, baptism and work for the young mother.
He is truly a wonderful mission filled priest who
has done so very much for this family.
I knew in my soul that our prayers and the crying out in anguish prayers of his mother to Adele
Garnier and to God himself had cured this little boy. The diagnosis was so conclusive and final
there was no other way. I documented everything I could, together with the medical records and
sent them to the Nuns in deep thanksgiving for the intercession of this humble nun, their
foundress, who herself had suffered so much, for so many years.
A few months ago while we were frantically preparing for our conference here in Auckland I
started receiving communication from the Vatican for the cause of Beatification for Mother
Adele Garnier. They are investigating Benedict’s story and life. It seems that God in His goodness, and for His own purpose may well have miraculously cured this baby just before his birth.
This is very special for us who labour so intensely for every child we save from abortion. It is
more special of course for our beloved Tyburn nuns who pray day in and day out before the
Eucharistic Lord, in deep adoration and intercession. We do not know yet what the outcome
will be of this investigation, and we invite you to pray for the Tyburn nuns, and that the Vatican
will indeed beatify this true servant of the Lord, Mother Adele Garnier.
Little Benedict is now eight years old. He is a very intelligent young boy and I am raising the
funds please God, to bring him back to New Zealand. He is a New Zealand citizen and his
mother is unable to care for him now. He is unable to receive an education in his village because he is a citizen of New Zealand. We have offered to bring him home here, to find a loving
family who can bring him up as a true child of God and to give him a good education. The timing with the Vatican investigation of his birth and the desire of his mother for him to come back
to New Zealand is uncanny. And so we place our trust in our blessed Lord that all will work out
well for this very special little boy. I know you will join us in deep prayer that the right family
and solution to this little boy’s future will unfold over the next few weeks. 
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Letters

Thanks from an amazing family
Dear wonderful FLI team
Thank you so much for all your prayers and the Mass bouquet. Thank you for the lovely prayer books, the body
lotion and hand cream and the beautiful plant.
And a big thank you for all the babies you help and their
mummies. (Bub and I included!)
Lotsa luv
Rebecca, Michael and the Loretz lot
Auckland
Congratulations to the Loretz family whose ninth baby,
Philomena, was born recently. All thanks be to God for
His care and protection over mum and baby!

A story to tell
I have a story to tell.
On 23rd December 1958 my sister Sharon Marie Ryan
was born. The most looked-forward-to baby, and the last
of our family—had spina bifida. At that time, there was
little help, no immediate action, and indeed my parents
were told she would probably live only hours. Weeks
later, after telling us she may last a few weeks, we were
then told “We just don’t know!”
We love to hear your
feedback!
Please write to us at
Family Life International NZ
P O Box 27967
Mt Roskill  Auckland 1440
Or email life@fli.org.nz
Or contact us on
Facebook: familylifenz
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And so it has proved to be. She had the hardest life of
anyone I know. She has had to ‘wait’ her life long. For
care; for treatment; for meals; for transport; whatever—
Sharon often had to wait.
Sharon had a very strong personality and was champion of those who struggle.
Sharon died peacefully after a short illness on August
15, 2013.
On Friday August 16th we received your welcome
newsletter requesting donations for the John Paul II Centre in Dunedin. After prayerful thought and much considering I have deposited a donation into your account,

Family LIFE

earmarking it for that purpose. We would like
it to be on the Founding Sponsor Plaque in
Memory of Sharon Ryan.

Stopping Family Planning

Thank you
M N Brady, Oamaru
(abridged)

Just read about your protest and Cecile
Richards' visit. Please let me know if we can
provide any data on PP in the United States. I
remember you well from your HLI days, and
my visit to NZ. I'm still leading STOPP
(www.stopp.org) and would be honored to
provide any information you need.

It’s a privilege to help
Dear Colleen
Thank you for your letter of thanks for the
donation for your life-saving work, which you
do and your team.
It is nothing for me to send you some money and say some prayers.
But what you and your team of helpers do,
is mind-boggling. I am sure that you all get a
very high place in heaven. You are all fantastic, also your husband and family.
I am privileged to be able to help in such a
small way.
God’s richest blessings and my love and
admiration for you all.
E Berben, Putaruru

An honour to speak at conference
Dear Colleen
It was such an honor to be invited to speak
at your conference. It was such a moving experience to be with you, your family and so
many wonderful people who are doing so
much for Our Lord and His Church. It was an
amazing conference.
Bill May
President Catholics for the Common Good
USA
Family Life International NZ

Colleen

Jim Sedlak
President Stop Planned Parenthood
USA

Fighting this evil
Dear Colleen
I was truly touched by the testimonies given
by the people from Mother of Divine Mercy
Refuge. It’s really sad that violence is happening in our own backyard. Indeed this is the
worst of times! Our generation murders the
unborn, abuse the weak, then again asking for
the murder of the “useless” what on earth are
we coming into? I guess the worst of times
bring out the best of times, the time wherein
we will put on the armour of God and with
His help, fight this great evil. Thank you Colleen for leading the way in fighting this evil.
Praying in front of an abortion mill was
indeed an experience for me. I have done this
before when we have the Vigil for the Unborn
but because it’s done in the hospital it’s not as
intense of a feeling that when you see someone enters the door you know that they really
need all our prayers and sacrifices. I guess it
just shows that this a great time to be martyrs!
Kind regards
T Nacu, Wellington (abridged)
www.fli.org.nz
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upcoming
events
The John Paul II Centres for Life will be closed from

December 20th through to January 13th
Counselling and practical assistance to pregnant mothers and their families in
need will be available right throughout the Christmas holiday break.

 Friday 6 December: Vigil for Life - Wellington
7:00pm St Anne's Catholic Church • Emmett Street • Newtown  Wellington
mass at 7:00pm with Fr Alliston followed by Exposition until 9:00pm. A peaceful rosary
pilgrimage to the hospital takes place during Exposition. Shared supper afterwards. For
more information please phone Clare 04 237 8343.

 Sunday 22 December: Auckland Christmas Party
2:00pm John Paul II Centre for Life  569 Richardson Rd • Mt Roskill  Auckland
All are welcome to join the team, mothers and babies in celebrating the past year.
Mother of Divine Mercy Youth will lead us in Christmas Carols. Afternoon tea provided.
For more information please phone 09 629 4361.

 Weekly Prayer Outside AMAC
Every Wednesday at 9:30am outside AMAC (on the opposite side of the road)
283-289 Dominion Road  Mt Eden  Auckland

 Lent 2014: 40 Days for Life
Join us for 40 Days for Life in Auckland, Wellington and Dunedin. This time of prayer and
fasting is an opportunity for you to be a part of global prayer for an end to abortion.
Volunteers are needed for this. Please contact Mark who is co-ordinating (leave a message and he will get back to you) 09 629 4361.

 April 24th to 27th 2014: Abby Johnson
Abby Johnson, Former Planned Parenthood Director and Founder of And Then There
Were None will be visiting Auckland. You will not want to miss hearing her powerful testimony and inside information on how to combat the anti-life agenda!

 September 2014: Pro-Life Speaking Tour with Jill Stanek
Jill Stanek will be visiting New Zealand at the beginning of September.
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In the new year
we look forward to:
z

Holding a Catholic pro-life internship programme at the Auckland John Paul II Centre
for Life. Details will be forwarded to those
interested in the new year;

z

Teaching Theology of the Body for Teens;

z

Aging and Disability Conference - Pontifical
Academy for Life, Vatican 20-21 February;

z

Prolife counsellors training in the Love Approach and for post abortion healing in
March for FLI leaders;

z

Participating in the 40 Days for Life
Campaign during Lent - Auckland,
Wellington and Dunedin;

z

Abby Johnson’s visit in April;

z

Jill Stanek’s pro-life speaking tour throughout
NZ in early September;

z

Regular prayer vigils for life in Auckland,
Wellington and Dunedin.

z

Consistently saving babies lives from abortion
and assisting their mothers and families in
every way we can;

z

Continuing to educate on all the life issues
from conception through to natural death;

z

Providing accurate up-to-date information
and research on a variety of issues;

z

Providing comment on current life events
through our blog and the media.

z

Holding volunteer training in Auckland,
Wellington and Dunedin.

Family Life International NZ

www.fli.org.nz

Events
Updated
at:
fli.org.nz
and

Thank you
for your
support!
59

Natural Fertility Regulation

Learning how to regulate your fertility naturally
in order to achieve or avoid pregnancy.

For more information phone 0800 367 5433
or visit fli.org.nz/nfr

Books and Bibles
Sunday and Weekday Missals
Gifts for all occasions
Including Baptism,
First Communion and Confirmation
Pro-life and
Theology of the Body Resources

catholicgifts.co.nz

F

amily Life

CATHOLIC GIFTS

All proceeds go to Family Life Crisis Pregnancy Centres.

John Paul II Centre for Life
569 Richardson Rd
Mt Roskill, Auckland
09 629 0820 fli.shop@xtra.co.nz

Open: Tuesday to Friday
9:00am to 4:30pm
Saturday 10:00am to 1:00pm

