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W e are a people of life!  Because of this 

we are filled with joy, hope and love as 

we proclaim the Gospel of Life every single day.  

Seeking to faithfully live that Gospel and to serve 

life and adhere to the natural law which is written 

on the heart of every person. 

It is that hope and joy, powered by love, which pro-

pels us to speak up boldly in defence of the truth 

about the dignity of the human person, from the 

very first moment of conception through to natural 

death, in a world that is largely hostile to that mes-

sage. 

But it is in that bold proclamation that we see so 

many beautiful successes which we can only be 

grateful for.  Every single child saved from abor-

tion, every mother or father who seeks forgiveness 

after abortion, every person — young or old — who 

speaks the truth in love with courage, are all “wins” 

in this great battle to defend life, faith and family. 

Admittedly, the going can get a little tough at times.  

The attacks against life, faith and family are aggres-

sive and they are intensifying, despite our best ef-

forts.  But still we trust in God, who alone has the 

victory. 

Since the advent of the sexual revolution, people of 

good will have had to fight battle after battle – con-

traception, divorce, abortion, sterilisation, fornica-

tion, homosexuality, sex education, pornography, 

reproductive technologies, euthanasia…  

As the years have progressed the moral compass of 

society has become so warped that people no longer 

can see the devastation that lies scattered all around.  

Unfortunately, the link between the multitude of 

broken families and broken people and the com-

plete denial of God and His natural law is not made 

by many. 

Now, gender ideology threatens to destroy our chil-

dren and our families. 

Bubbling away for many years, this ideology has 

gained a great deal of social acceptance as the me-

dia push it and schools bow reverently to demands 

out of fear of being seen as discrimatory.  Around 

the world, the gender ideologists attempt to shut 

down priests, bishops and cardinals for speaking the 

truth from the pulpit.  The most recent case in the 

news being that of Cardinal Cañizares from 

Spain, who had charges pressed against him for 

inciting “hatred” and “discrimination” during a 

homily in which he talked about the advances of the 

“gay empire” against the family.  Thankfully, these 

charges have been dropped. 

In 2012, Benedict XVI, speaking to the Roman Cu-

ria, warned of the destruction that gender ideology 

brings not only to the human person, but to the  

family itself.  

“The manipulation of nature, which we de-

plore today where our environment is con-

cerned, now becomes man’s fundamental 

choice where he himself is concerned. From 

now on there is only the abstract human being, 

who chooses for himself what his nature is to 

be. Man and woman in their created state as 

complementary versions of what it means to be 

human are disputed. But if there is no  

pre-ordained duality of man and woman in 

creation, then neither is the family any  

longer a reality established by creation.”  

(emphasis mine) 

This should not make us afraid.  To the contrary, 

we must be strong and courageous to boldly  

proclaim the truth in love, always and everywhere.  

Join us for our Voice of the Family the Future of 

Humanity conference in September  in order  to 

arm yourselves with the tools needed to fight this 

battle (see pages 21—24).  Let us work together 

with a sense of great urgency, and pray with a sure 

reliance in God that the victory is His.  Let us do it 

all with great love, unending hope and abundant 

joy! 

 

Yours in the service of life 

 

 

Michelle Kaufman (Mrs) 

Communications Director 

Family Life International NZ 

From the Editor  

Michelle Kaufman w ith great love,  

 unending hope  

    and abundant joy! 
Dear Friends for Life 

Proclaiming Life 
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My Soul  
  Glorifies the

        Lord 

M any of Family Life International’s Friends for Life have 

been praying, and making sacrifices for one very special 

baby and her mother, Gianna.*  A young mother, Gianna has been 

living in very difficult circumstances.  Soon after becoming preg-

nant she was diagnosed with cancer, but this brave mother decided 

to resist the pressures from medical personnel to abort her unborn 

child in order to save her own life by beginning medical treatment. 

Hundreds of our Friends for Life heard my pleas for prayers and 

help!  I am pleased to announce that Gianna’s baby girl, Kyla, was 

safely delivered by caesarean section on the Feast of the Visitation 

– 1st\June.  From the bottom of my heart I want to say thank you 

for your prayers and assistance. 

We entrusted Gianna and her unborn child to the intercession of 

Saint Gianna Beretta Molla, who, with great motherly love, and 

with full knowledge as a physician of the implications, asked her 

doctors to save her child before herself after it was discovered she 

had a fibroid which would compromise the continuation of her preg-

nancy.  Saint Gianna died one week after giving birth to her daugh-

ter, named Gianna Emanuela.  (To read more about Saint Gianna 

Beretta Molla, please see page 10). 

I asked Gianna Emanuela Molla to please pray to her Saint Mum for 

this brave mother and her unborn child.  She, of course, readily 

agreed as it cut right to her very heart.  Gianna Emanuela was 

thrilled to learn of the safe delivery of baby here in New Zealand 

and she continues to pray in earnest for baby’s mum, Gianna, who 

still has a difficult road ahead of her. 

I had also asked Raymond Cardinal Burke, a great defender of the 

faith and truth, pastorally caring and a very helpful man of God, to 

pray for Gianna and her unborn child.  He offered Holy Mass for the 

pair, and when I saw him recently, the first thing he said was that he 

had offered Mass for Gianna and baby the previous Monday!  He 

was very keen to know how they were doing.  Cardinal Burke has a 

copy of a photo of baby and continues to pray for complete healing 

for her  mum - our own Gianna. 

D earest  
Friends for Life, 

From the Founding Director Colleen Bayer 
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Through the generosity of our Friends for Life we 

have been able to provide much care for both moth-

er and baby, and will do so for as long as required. 

For more than twenty-four years, Family Life Inter-

national, through our John Paul II Centres for Life, 

have been at the coalface, praying at abortion plac-

es, saving babies and their mums from abortion, 

helping their families, educating, providing hope, a 

place of belonging, fun and laughter.  We have been 

able to rely totally on yourselves to financially sup-

port this apostolic work.  All your efforts are known 

to Our Blessed Lord and we pray that each of your 

personal and family needs will be met. 

Most importantly, we have been able to successful-

ly carry out this mission - embracing families and 

young people from all walks of life and religious or 

non-religious - without ever being unfaithful or 

compromising the Magisterium of the Church 

Christ founded, the Catholic Church.  This means 

we can protect, love, and show mercy to every per-

son regardless of their state in life, without soften-

ing the terms of reference, without having to hide 

the light of Christ under a bushel.  For it is precisely 

for the greater Glory of Almighty God, in holding 

the utmost respect for human life at every stage 

from natural conception through to natural death, 

that we exist.  This is the greatest strength of our 

organisation. 

We live in times of great crisis, both within the 

Church, and in society generally.  How could we 

begin to list the ailments of this world in such a 

short space?  We only need to see the news daily to 

see the increase in natural disasters worldwide and 

the continuing decay of moral values in every single 

aspect of life.  We could become swamped with 

disillusionment if we did not understand and cling 

to the very essence of our faith.  How good is that?  

How good is Our Blessed Lord that He makes eve-

rything right and proper when we turn to Him and 

surrender everything to His gracious love and mer-

cy grounded in the teachings of His Church?  He 

makes Himself known to us in so many ways, so 

many little miracles and especially in the birth of an 

innocent new baby. 

The devil is very active causing trouble at every 

turn, and trying to destroy the Church that Christ 

founded; but we are a people of great hope, of deep 

faith and perseverance.  We are given so many 

graces that it is our profound responsibility to hon-

our Our Blessed Lord and see Him in the face of 

every new baby and every mother, father and fami-

ly.  Where there is disorder and wrong relationships 

we must do everything we possibly can to love and 

bring these people to Christ, our Redeemer. 

 

 

Dame Colleen Bayer, DSG 

Founding Director 

Family Life International NZ 

*Name has been changed to protect privacy. 

Cardinal Burke 

meets with  

Gianna  

Emanuela, Saint 

Gianna Beretta 

Molla’s daughter, 

at the 2016 Rome 

March for Life. 

Dame Colleen Bayer 

holding baby Kyla. 

Dear Colleen 
This peace lily plant is to say a big thank you and lots of hugs from me and my baby Kyla.  
We are so grateful for all the help you are giving us and for caring about me and my cancer so much. I am feeling good at the  
moment, but I know I am in for a rough ride. I want to thank you and all your friends for sending Lucy to me every week for 8 hours 
to look after me and my baby.  
I want to thank you for all of the cards and special messages that I received in the cards from Cardinal Burke. I am not a Catholic 
but it is very special to me and my mum that you are all praying for my baby and my health and especially to know that a saint’s 
daughter, Gianna Molla is also praying for us. I know this will help me get through this. 

Love 
Gianna 
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P ro-DEATH 

Demon 

In 
 Matthew 17:1-20, we read that at the 

time of the Transfiguration, whilst Our 

Lord was revealing his glory on to Pe-

ter, James and John, the future pillars of the 

Church, the other nine Apostles were in the valley 

struggling unsuccessfully to free a young boy from 

the clutches of a demon that often threw him onto 

the water or fire.  On descending to the valley, 

the Lord with a word cast out the demon and 

later, the Apostles asked Him why they were 

unable to cast it out.  He bluntly responded 

that it was because of their weak faith and also 

that prayer and fasting was required to expel that 

particular kind of demon.  

St Maximilian Kolbe prophesied that 

modern times would be increas-

ingly dominated by Satan and 

that the struggle would be 

beyond the strength of 

any man, even the 

strongest or clever-

est. It was to the 

Woman, to the Im-

maculata alone that the 

victory had been promised. 

The universal rampant 

immorality, the divide 

between love and life, the murderous slaughter of 

the unborn, the escalating threat to the life of the 

elderly and infirm, the carnage of terrorism, the 

genocide of millions, the torture of prisoners, the 

demise of culture, the violation of God’s rights, the 

growing sense that all is not well within the 

Church… all indicate a diabolic presence that men-

aces our age and our world (Luke 21:26).  But far 

more disturbing is the sense of God’s absence and 

the lack of strong and effective leadership from the 

very pillars of the Church. 

Our Lord tells us that with faith the size of a mus-

tard seed, we can move mountains and that nothing 

shall be impossible to us.  Although only the size of 

a mustard seed, this is not a little faith but great 

faith, since Saint Paul tells us utter faith is required 

to move mountains (1 Corinthans 13:2).  To the 

unbelieving, faith is a weak and contemptible thing 

and, like the mustard seed, a thing of no conse-

quence but history has shown that under persecu-

tion both faith and the Church flourish.  Where true 

charity abounds there will always be fervent souls 

willing to sacrifice all for the love of God and for 

the salvation of neighbour – the blood of the mar-

tyrs is the seedbed of Christians (John 15:13).  The 

power of the mustard seed is not known until it is 

crushed, the power of faith is not known until it is 

tried in the fire (1 Peter 1:7).   

From our Spiritual Director  

Fr. Linus Clovis 

“But there is no way of casting out such spirits as this  

except by prayer and fasting.”  Mt.17:21 

“It was to the Woman, to the  

Immaculata alone that the  

victory had been promised.” 
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The Lord reveals to us the power of prayer and fast-

ing by precept and by His own example when He 

overcame the tempter in the wilderness. (Luke 4:1-

13)  Prayer and fasting also turns away the divine 

wrath as in the case of the Ninevites (Jonah 3).  

Prayer and fasting is also the message of Our 

Lady (the Immaculata) at Fatima, and was 

heroically embraced and practised by the 

three children.  Our Lady has the victory 

“In the end, my Immaculate Heart will 

triumph.  And a period of peace will be 

given to the world.”   

When the nine Apostles proved impo-

tent against the demon in the valley, the 

boy’s father appealed to the Lord.  I 

think we have reached the point where 

each one of us individually has to ap-

peal directly to the Lord who asks us to 

pray to the Lord of the harvest to send 

labourers into his harvest (Luke 10:2).  I 

think we need to make desperate appeals 

to Him for mercy; we need to take Him 

at His word.  Let us pray and fast!  In the 

act of fasting, the experience of the Nine-

vites proved that mercy can overpower jus-

tice; in regard to prayer, we can do no better 

than to faithfully obey and trustingly fulfil Our 

Lady of Fatima’s request to pray the Rosary 

every day.  Let us then fervently pray the Rosary 

every day asking Our Lord to bring about the prom-

ised triumph of His Mother’s Immaculate Heart. 

“In the end, 

my  

Immaculate 

Heart will  

triumph.   

And a period 

of peace  

will be  

given to the 

world.” 

Prepare for the 

100th  Anniversary 
of the Fatima Apparitions 1917—2017  

ORDER NOW at catholicgifts.co.nz 

Or call 09 629 0820 • fli.shop@xtra.co.nz 

Act of Consecration by St. Maximilian Kolbe 

O Immaculata, Queen of Heaven and earth, refuge of sinners 

and our most loving Mother, God has willed to entrust the 

entire order of mercy to you.  I, (name), a repentant sinner, 

cast myself at your feet humbly imploring you to take me 

with all that I am and have, wholly to yourself as your  

possession and property.  Please make of me, of all my  

powers of soul and body, of my whole life, death and  

eternity, whatever most pleases you.  

If it pleases you, use all that I am and have without reserve, 

wholly to accomplish what was said of you: "She will crush 

your head," and, "You alone have destroyed all heresies in 

the world."  Let me be a fit instrument in your immaculate 

and merciful hands for introducing and increasing your glory 

to the maximum in all the many strayed and indifferent souls, 

and thus help extend as far as possible the blessed kingdom of 

the most Sacred Heart of Jesus.  For wherever you enter, you 

obtain the grace of conversion and growth in holiness, since it 

is through your hands that all graces come to us from the 

most Sacred Heart of Jesus.  

V. Allow me to praise you, O sacred Virgin.  

R. Give me strength against your enemies. 

44cm Height 

Was $115.00 NOW $89.00 
LIMITED STOCK 

Our Lady of Fatima Statue 

10cm x 15cm, 26 pages with illustrations 

and Scripture reflections for each mystery. 
Was $7.20 

NOW $6.00 

The Holy Rosary Illustrated 
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Pearl Rosary 
7mm beads 
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NOW $15.00 

Miraculous  
medal 
1.5cm x 2.5cm 

Was $0.70 

NOW $0.50 
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BK782 
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ST314 
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T 
he number of known teenage 

pregnancies in New Zealand has 

declined significantly in the last 

eight years, according to birth 

and abortion statistics for 15 to 19 year-

olds and a variety of theories are being put 

forward as to why this is the case. 

Statistics New Zealand released the data 

for reported induced abortions in 2015 on 

June 17.  

While women aged between 25 and 39 had 

more abortions than in recent years, youth 

aged between 15 and 19 had, for the eighth 

consecutive year, less.  Since 2007, teen 

abortions have decreased from 4,173 to 

1,635 - a significant decline of 60%. 

Interestingly, the number of births in this 

age group is also declining.  New Zealand 

has the second highest teenage birth rate in 

the developed world, second only to the 

United States. 

When figures were released for 2015 earli-

er this year, it was noted that the same age 

group had 2,841 births, down considerably 

from the 5,185 in 2008. 

There are many theories as to why the wel-

come decline in both births and abortions 

are occurring.  Research by the Social Poli-

cy Evaluation and Research Unit (Families 

Commission), in 2015 suggested that the 

decline in teen births was directly impacted 

by increased contraceptive use and a delay 

in becoming sexually active. 

Both suggestions are difficult to verify 

conclusively as relevant information re-

garding contraceptive use by women in 

New Zealand is out of date and reliable 

statistics are not kept; sexual activity is 

reliant on disclosure by youth. 

However, in recent years there has been a 

significant push for women, especially 

young women, to use so-called Long Act-

ing Reversible Contraceptives (LARCs), 

such as the Jadelle implant and IUDs.   

Family Planning, an affiliate of IPPF, re-

ports in their Annual Report for 2014/2015 

that “younger women are increasingly 

choosing these highly effective methods 

with close to 27 per cent of LARC appoint-

ments for women under 22.” 

Dame Colleen Bayer, the Founding Direc-

tor of Family Life International NZ points 

out that if younger women are being fitted 

with these abortifacients, and if this is in 

fact having an impact on teen pregnancies, 

then it is a false picture of the situation. 

“Implants such as Jadelle, as well as IUDs, 

act as abortifacients, meaning conceptions 

are more than likely still taking place” she 

noted.  “We are not getting the full picture 

of what is going on, girls may still be get-

ting pregnant, lives are still being lost.  

They are just hidden from view.” 

Use of abortifacients and contraceptives 

are not a guarantee that pregnancy will not 

occur.  Of all the women who had an abor-

tion in 2015, 43% were using some form of 

contraception at the time of conception.   

Bayer is also concerned that young people 

are getting the message in the media and at 

school that sexting and sexual experimen-

tation, especially between people of the 

same gender, is normal behaviour which 

she says may also have an impact on teen 

pregnancies.  

“Gender ideology has infiltrated society at 

an alarming rate. Apparently our gender is 

fluid, we can choose who we want to be 

from one day to the next. This is the mes-

sage they are getting and it would seem at 

least some are sadly taking the bait.” 

Dame Bayer concluded with an exhortation 

that in order to lead young people to true 

freedom there is much more to do than 

reducing the number of pregnancies and 

abortions. 

“The declining pregnancies and abortions 

among teens is welcome news, but let’s do 

more to ensure our youth understand what 

a great gift their sexuality is, the responsi-

bilities that come with it and how to be true 

and good friends to one another.” 

This article first appeared on 

LifeSiteNews.com 

“The declining 

pregnancies 

and abortions 

among teens is 

welcome news, 

but let’s do 

more to ensure 

our youth  

understand 

what a great 

gift their  

sexuality is, the 

responsibilities 

that come with 

it and how to 

be true and 

good friends 

to one  

another.” 

Fewer births and abortions  

for New Zealand teens 
Michelle Kaufman 
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Each year in June, Statistics New Zealand releases the previous year's reported abortion  

statistics.  The following information is taken from that release.  As you read this page, pause and 

reflect on the fact that the numbers are talking about human lives - unborn children, mothers, fathers,  

families.  Then join us as we work to end the grave crime of abortion in New Zealand. 
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S aint Gianna Beretta Molla was a wife, mother and physician. She 

lived her life believing wholeheartedly in Divine Providence and 

with a fervent desire to carry out God’s will even when that required great 

sacrifice.   
 

As the family comes under attack in so many different ways, as the  

importance of self is elevated and the maternal instinct is squashed, Saint 

Gianna’s virtuous life is a reminder of the truth about the dignity of the  

human person and of marriage and family life. 

Saint Gianna’s Early Life 

Born on October 4, 1922 in Magenta, Italy, Saint Gianna was the tenth of thir-

teen children.  The family had a deep faith where prayer, sacrifice, service to 

others and giving of one’s self permeated daily life. 

At the age of 15, while attending a retreat, Saint Gianna made resolutions 

which would form the basis of her entire life.  These resolutions included of-

fering all her joys, disappointments and sufferings to Jesus, a firm hatred of 

mortal sin and offending God, and the desire for a holy death. 

Saint Gianna became very involved with Catholic Action where she taught 

young girls.  She studied diligently and became a doctor, believing it to be an 

opportunity to serve others and to bring the soul to Christ.  Her greatest desire 

was to join her brother Alberto in Brazil as a missionary.  However, this was 

not God’s plan for her life. 

Instead marriage was to be her vocation, a vocation she embraced completely. 

Talking of family life, Saint Gianna remarked, “You must adapt yourself all 

the time to family life because you cannot enter into this way if you do not 

know how to love.  To love means the desire to perfect oneself and the loved 

one, to overcome selfishness and to give oneself.  Love must be total, full, 

complete, governed by God’s law and it must carry over into eternity.” 

Marriage and Children 

It was with great joy that Gianna married Pietro Molla on September 24, 1955 

at the Basilica of St Martin, in Magenta, just outside of Milan.  They moved to 

the town of Ponte Nuovo, living in the house provided by the company Pietro 

worked for.   

Gianna longed to begin a family with Pietro.  Their first child, Pierluigi was 

born in 1956, Mariolina in 1957 (she later died at the age of six, a short time 

after Saint Gianna went to her heavenly reward), and Laura came in 1959. 

Throughout these years Saint Gianna continued to serve the community 

through her work as a physician. However, she promised Pietro that with the 

next child she would give up her practice that she loved so much. 

A Saint For Our Times. 
Michelle Kaufman 

Above: St Gianna’s Baptismal gown. 

Below: St Gianna and Pietro in St Peter’s 

Square for their honeymoon trip. 

Bottom:  Basilica of St Martin where  

St Gianna was baptised and married. 

Saint  
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Saint Gianna 

Beretta Molla with Mariolina. 

Gianna Beretta Molla 



The Choice 

In 1961, Gianna and Pietro realised they were blessed once again with a child.  Howev-

er, about two months into the pregnancy, a large growth (fibroid) was found to be grow-

ing near her uterus.  This fibroid caused Saint Gianna a great deal of pain and it also 

threatened the continuation of the pregnancy.   

Gianna was presented with three options: 

1. A hysterectomy, which would have removed the fibroid, but also result in 

the death of her unborn child. This option would mean Gianna and Pietro 

could never conceive again. Under the principle of double effect,* it would 

have been morally acceptable in Gianna’s situation to undergo this surgery, 

and the most typical intervention at that time. 

2. Removal of the fibroid and an abortion. This option would have allowed 

Gianna and Pietro to try for another child, but would have been a direct 

abortion which is always morally wrong. 

3. Removal of the fibroid through surgery while attempting to save her unborn 

child and continue the pregnancy. This surgery would hold many risks 

which would last throughout the pregnancy, including the possibility of a 

secondary rupture of the uterus, a situation which would put both Gianna 

and her unborn child in immediate lethal danger. 

Her choice was to have the fibroid removed while attempting to save her child’s life. 

In the book Saint Gianna Molla, A Woman’s Life, Ferdinando, Saint Gianna’s brother, 

also a doctor, recalls discussing the situation with her. He says “she listened to me pa-

tiently and attentively, but showed one decisive concern: that her baby be saved. And 

this was the desire that she expressed to Dr Vitali when she underwent the surgery a few 

days later.” 

Soon after the discovery of the fibroid, Gianna started haemorrhaging. She was treated 

immediately and the haemorrhaging stopped, but it was decided that the surgery to re-

move the fibroid should be brought forward. 

The surgery was successful and Gianna recuperated, although she still suffered. Her 

husband, Pietro wrote,  

“In the months following the operation, you suffered so greatly without any 

complaint! You prayed so much that the baby might be born healthy and  

normal and both your lives might be saved.  It was your complete trust in the 

Lord’s providence, your certainty of the efficacy of prayer, and your  

abandonment to the will of God that gave you strength and support during that 

long, anxious wait.   

You loved our three precious children no less than you loved the baby in your 

womb. For all those months you prayed to the Lord, to Our Lady, and to your 

own mother that the right and guarantee to life for the baby in your womb 

might not require the sacrifice of your life, that you would be spared for the 

sake of our children and our family.” 

As a physician, Gianna knew that the birth would not be easy.  She knew that it might 

require her to sacrifice her life for the sake of her precious unborn child, so she readied 

herself for this reality and put her home in order. 

She told her brother “The greater part has yet to come. You do not understand these 

things. When the time comes, it will be either he or I.” 

Heroically, she told Pietro “If you have to decide between me and the child, do not hesi-

tate; I demand it, the child, save it.” 

“If you have to 

decide  

between  

me and the 

child,  

do not  

hesitate;  

I demand it, 

the  

child,  

save it.” 

Above: Items from St Gianna 

medical office in Mesero. 

Below: Bibs and bows are every-

where at the Shrine in Mesero 

left in thanks giving for graces 

received. 
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Complete Gift of Self 

Pietro accompanied Saint Gianna to the hospital in Monza on the afternoon of 

Good Friday, April 20, 1962.  There, the doctors attempted to induce labour,  

although this was unsuccessful.  The next day, it was decided to deliver the child by 

caesarean section.  Gianna Emanuela was born at 11:00 am on Saturday 21 April. 

Soon after the delivery, Saint Gianna’s condition deteriorated significantly.  She 

was diagnosed with septic peritonitis and received antibiotics, blood transfusions 

and injections. However, her condition continued to decline and she suffered  

greatly. Despite this, she asked not to be sedated, choosing to stay lucid.   

Gianna slipped into a coma on Friday 27 April. Knowing that she would not  

survive, Pietro had her brought to the family home, where she died peacefully at 

8:00 am on Saturday April 28, 1962.  She was 39 years old. 

We live in difficult times, where the culture of 

death is threatening to engulf the whole world.  No 

family seems to be able to escape its evil tentacles.  

Youth are taught to give in to their desires and pas-

sions, leading them into a selfishness that doesn’t 

understand how to truly love another.   

Marriage has been profaned. Only seen as a cele-

bration of “love” (however that is perceived); in 

many nations civil marriages are now no longer 

exclusive to one man and one women. 

Contraception has become the norm for couples 

whether married or not. Abortion is celebrated by 

some, and many see it as a necessary evil - even 

within the Church. 

Women are urged to think only of themselves and 

limit the number of children they have through tem-

porary or permanent sterilisation. Mothers who 

suffer throughout their pregnancies are given stern 

warnings when they joyfully welcome another little 

one into their family. 

The world needs the great example of Saint Gianna 

to show them what love really looks like; that one 

finds themselves in the complete giving of oneself 

to another. Her wholehearted abandonment to 

God’s will and reliance on His Grace as she lived 

her vocation as physician, wife and mother reveals 

that our true strength comes from Him alone. 

For those families who are trying faithfully to fol-

low God’s will for them, Saint Gianna is a source 

of encouragement and consolation in times of diffi-

culty. Her gentle, maternal presence and her inter-

cession before the throne of God obtain for the 

faithful many graces.   

“The world needs the 

great example of  

Saint Gianna  

to show them what 

love really looks like; 

that one finds  

themselves in the 

complete giving of  

oneself to another.” 

Saint Gianna’s funeral at the Church of Our 

Lady of Good Counsel, 1962. 

Top:  The family home in 

Ponte Nuovo. 

Left: The resting place of 

St Gianna, her husband 

Pietro, daughter  

Mariolina and Pietro’s 

sister Teresina. 

Why Devotion to Saint Gianna is so Important Now 
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F amily Life International NZ has recently 

been entrusted with the relics of two saints who 

have a special love for mothers! 

Saint Gerard Majella 

Born in 1726 in Muro, Italy, Saint Gerard Majella is the  

patron saint of expectant mothers.   

Shortly before his death, Saint Gerard encountered a young girl. He 

had dropped his handkerchief and she set out to return it, only to be 

told to keep it. Saint Gerard told her she "may need it someday." 

Years after his passing, the young girl married and was with child. 

She unexpectedly went into labour and was on the verge of losing 

her baby. She called for Saint Gerard’s handkerchief to be applied 

to her. Almost immediately, her pain abated and she gave birth to a 

healthy child.  

We have a first class relic (bone) of Saint Gerard in our Chapel of 

the Annunciation. 

 

Saint Gianna Beretta Molla 

While in Magenta, Italy, Gianna Emanuela Molla entrusted two 

second-class relics of her Saint Mother to Family Life International 

NZ.   

We have a piece of Saint Gianna’s wedding dress inside a 

reliquary, and a scarf which can be touched. The scarf,  

Gianna Emanuela tells us, was likely worn by her  

mother frequently as there is a patch where a pin or 

brooch has made so many holes in the fabric that it 

was necessary to mend it with thread!  

These relics are a gift, not only for Family 

Life International NZ, but for all of New 

Zealand. 

 

Relics 

Saint John Paul II pointed out in his homily during 

the Mass for her canonisation why devotion to Saint 

Gianna is so necessary in our age.  He said: 

“following the example of Christ, 

who ‘having loved his own... loved 

them to the end’ (John 13:1), this holy 

mother of a family remained heroically 

faithful to the commitment she made on 

the day of her marriage. The extreme 

sacrifice she sealed with her life testi-

fies that only those who have the cour-

age to give of themselves totally to God 

and to others are able to fulfil them-

selves.  Through the example of Gianna 

Beretta Molla, may our age rediscover 

the pure, chaste and fruitful beauty of 

conjugal love, lived as a response to the 

divine call!” 

Saint Gianna was a woman of awesome faith, a 

great defender and protector of life, and a devoted 

wife and mother who understood the importance of 

marriage and family. All are now under an aggres-

sive and intensifying attack. She is indeed a saint 

for our time.  

Saint Gianna is patron saint of  

mothers, physicians and unborn children.   

She was canonised by Saint Pope John Paul II  

on 16th May 2004.   

Her feast day is April 28.  

Pietro and Gianna  

Emanuela meeting Saint John 

Paul II at Saint Gianna’s  

Canonisation. 

*Principle of Double Effect - this principle is utilized to evaluate actions which have two effects, one good and 

one evil. The principle of double effect has been summarized into 4 basic criteria: 1) the action in itself must be 

good or indifferent; 2) the good effect cannot be obtained through the bad effect (because then the end 

would justify the means); 3) there must be a proportion between the good and bad effects brought about (e.g. 

life against life); 4) the intention of the subject must be directed towards the good effect, and merely tolerate 

the bad effect. Some say there is a fifth requirement - that there does not exist another possibility or avenue. 
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All are welcome to come and pray and venerate these relics in our  
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  Litany of  

St Gianna Beretta Molla 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, hear us. Christ, graciously hear us. 

God the Father in Heaven.  Have mercy on us. 

God the Son, Redeemer of the world. Have mercy on us. 

God the Holy Spirit. Have mercy on us. 

Holy Trinity, one God. Have mercy on us. 

 

Holy Mary. Pray for us. 

St. Michael the Archangel. Pray for us. 

St. Joseph. Pray for us. 

St. Gianna, filled with love for God. Pray for us. 

St. Gianna, filled with love for children. Pray for us. 

St. Gianna, filled with love for Our Lady and her Rosary.  

Pray for us. 

St. Gianna, filled with love for the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

Pray for us. 

St. Gianna, who sought the will of God in all things. Pray for us. 

St. Gianna, generous with those in need. Pray for us. 

St. Gianna, devoted to prayer. Pray for us. 

St. Gianna, willing to lay down your life for the sake of the  

gospel. Pray for us. 

St. Gianna, patient in suffering. Pray for us. 

St. Gianna, united to Jesus on the Cross. Pray for us. 

St. Gianna, called to the vocation of marriage. Pray for us. 

St. Gianna, who welcomed children as a blessing. Pray for us. 

St. Gianna, physician to the ill. Pray for us. 

St. Gianna, faithful daughter of the church. Pray for us. 

St. Gianna, witness to the sanctity of human life. Pray for us. 

 

From neglecting God through prayer.  

Deliver us Lord through the intercession of St. Gianna. 

From refusing to see God in the sick and poor.  

Deliver us Lord through the intercession of St. Gianna. 

From callousness to the sufferings of others.  

Deliver us Lord through the intercession of St. Gianna. 

From selfishness.  

Deliver us Lord through the intercession of St. Gianna. 

From a lack of trust in God’s providence.  

Deliver us Lord through the intercession of St. Gianna. 

From blindness to the dignity of the human person.  

Deliver us Lord through the intercession of St. Gianna. 

From denial that human life begins at conception.  

Deliver us Lord through the intercession of St. Gianna. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world,  

Spare us, O Lord. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world,  

Graciously hear us, O Lord. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world,  

Have mercy on us. 

Let us pray. 

Lord of life, we thank You for the heroic witness of Saint Gianna 

Beretta Molla. You have taught us that there is no greater love 

than to lay down one’s life for others. Saint Gianna did this, not 

only as she gave birth to her last child, but also in her every day 

life as she died to herself so that she could live wholly for You.  

What selflessness we see in her! Help us, we pray, that through 

the intercession of Saint Gianna, our society may regain a sense 

of the sacredness of all human life. Fill us with her spirit of cour-

age to suffer any struggle rather than deny You and the sanctity 

of human life. We ask You this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, 

your son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, forever and ever.  

 

Amen 
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T 
here has for many years now been a 

very special relationship between Fami-

ly Life International and the Mother of 

Divine Mercy Woman’s Refuge, who 

provide a thriving Catholic environment for around 

40 young people, some of whom have grown up in 

the community as a large Catholic family together.  

As with any family, formation and education in the 

faith and in the nature of friendships and sexuality 

is a primary responsibility and an important aspect 

of life to consider as young people mature and en-

ter adulthood. 

Family Life International understand that modern 

families need help to reinforce their efforts in edu-

cating the young about their faith and about love, 

friendship, marriage, freedom and sin. So in March 

this year, FLI’s Spiritual Director Father Linus 

Clovis, and Education Director Michael Loretz met 

with the leaders of the MDM youth to hear from 

them what help they might need and decided to 

offer to work with the youth of the refuge and pro-

vide a tailored and interactive programme of for-

mation and education while Father Clovis was in 

New Zealand. 

The influences on today’s young people from their 

secular friends, the media and even legislators and 

school programmes regarding sexuality and rela-

tionships are not always positive and often under-

mine the wonderful life giving plan that God has in 

mind for each and every one of His children. Un-

fortunately, the mixed messages that are pushed at 

our young people from outside of the family can 

leave even those who have made a genuine deci-

sion to be chaste and to love God feeling confused 

and disoriented as they try to make sense of the 

relationships they have both with God and with 

those around them.  

We know that true happiness can only be found in 

God’s amazing plan for us and discovering that 

plan in chastity and faith leads us to a greater and 

more genuine communion with others and with 

God. So for five weeks after Easter, the youth of 

the Mother of Divine Mercy refuge came to the 

John Paul II Centre for Life (the boys and girls on 

separate evenings), and explored together their 

understandings of what it means to be Catholic, 

what it means to be a friend, the true meaning of 

marriage, of family, of freedom and vocation as 

well as looking at the things that can go wrong and 

threaten our happiness and fulfilment. A secret box 

was left out for the youth to submit questions and 

then those questions were worked through in age 

appropriate single sex groups. The content of the 

formation was based firmly in Scripture, the teach-

ings of the Church and in the Theology of the Body 

put forward by our beloved Pope Saint John Paul 

II. 

Throughout the evening sessions the young people 

keenly explored with Father Clovis, the Scriptures, 

the teachings of the Church and their own lives and 

relationships. They asked very intelligent and rele-

vant questions and at the end, they expressed their 

heartfelt gratitude that they had had such an im-

portant opportunity to clarify their understandings 

of their own faith in such a practical and personal 

way. The availability of Confession and Adoration 

of the Blessed Sacrament was also a feature of the 

formation. One of the youth leaders expressed to 

Michael and Father after the final session, “Thank 

you so much Father, you have taught us more 

about our own faith than we thought was possible.”  

Michael Loretz is now working with Father Clovis 

on the material that was covered with the MDM 

youth to produce an educational resource that could 

be adapted to work with other groups of young 

people. The booklet, entitled, “Created by Love for 

Love: Discovering true happiness in God’s plan 

for Life, Faith and Family” will be a useful pro-

gramme to use with youth. Formation will continue 

with Father Clovis in September when he next vis-

its our shores. 

Crea  ed by Love 

 for  Love 
Michael Loretz 

The final session 

with the  

Mother of  

Divine Mercy Youth  

at the Auckland  

John Paul II  

Centre for Life. 
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W e have all heard the saying, think globally 

and act locally!   

This adage is particularly relevant in these days 

when we find the world, and even our own 

Church, in such turmoil.   

There are currently so many issues affecting life, 

faith and family needing our attention at every 

turn.  The world itself is spinning out of control, 

and the culture of death is becoming more and 

more entrenched in societies all throughout the 

world. Where once we battled against the evil of 

abortion, contraception and sex education, today 

the battlefield has widened to include amongst 

other things, assisted suicide, euthanasia, the re-

definition of marriage, and the most insidious 

attack on the human person through gender ideol-

ogy.   

It appears that faithful Catholics who strive to 

live the natural law and stand with the true teach-

ings of the Church are presently being under-

mined by leaders who have adopted a compro-

mising attitude. Rather than clearly reaffirm in 

particular the constant teaching of the Church on 

marriage and family, some are now softening the 

terms of reference in the hope that people will 

come back to, or discover the faith.  It is done in 

such a way that people who are objectively living 

in sin believe that all is well and mercy is theirs 

with no conversion or repentance necessary.  Yet, 

with this approach we are not seeing a return to 

the faith in droves by those who have fallen 

away.   

Even amidst all the turmoil, confusion and at 

times very odd and challenging statements com-

ing out from the Vatican, which appear to be at 

direct variance with the Magisterium, we remain 

a people of great hope and joy.  Realising that it 

is in the faithful living out of the constant teach-

ing of the Church that Christ founded that we 

find true freedom. 

What does this have to do with thinking globally 

and acting locally?   

Since 2014 Catholic pro-life and pro-family lead-

ers who are deeply concerned about the faith is-

sues that are threatening our efforts to proclaim 

the Gospel of Life effectively, have been gather-

ing in Rome for an annual Rome Life Forum. 

Held in May, just outside of Vatican City, the 

two-day event attracted some 120 leaders from 

24 countries. 

The Forum is an initiative of Voice of the Fami-

ly, which was formed in support of Catholic 

teaching on the family, and is co-sponsored by 

Associazione Famiglia Domani (Italy), Family 

Life International NZ, Human Life International, 

LifeSiteNews and the Society for the Protection 

of Unborn Children (UK). At the heart of every 

discussion, every address, and of all participating, 

is a great love for Christ and His Church, for the 

dignity of the human person and for the salvation 

of souls.    

If we have strong Catholic families, we will ulti-

mately have strong pro-life families, which in 

turn will have a very positive influence on socie-

ty. Strong pro-life families accept every single 

human person from the moment of conception 

through to natural death; the disabled and handi-

capped, the frail elderly and those with a myriad 

of different challenges in their lives. They em-

brace God’s plan for sexuality. They live chasti-

ty. 

Participants were able to listen to expert speakers  

such as Cardinal Burke, Bishop Schneider, Pro-

fessor Roberto de Mattei, John-Henry Westen, 

Professor Thomas Stark, John Smeaton and Fa-

ther Shenan Boquet on the most critical issues 

facing the Church and our apostolic works for 

life, faith and family.  There were also ample 

opportunities to network, strategize and hold fur-

ther planning meetings in the days surrounding 

the Forum. 

 

If we have 

strong  

Catholic  

families,  

we will  

ultimately 

have strong 

pro-life  

families which 

in turn will 

have a very 

positive  

influence on 

society. 

Dame Colleen Bayer 

Having lunch with  

Bishop Athanasius 

Schneider Auxiliary 

Bishop of Astana,  

Kazakhstan.  

From left to right:  

Amie Kaufman,  

Fr. Clovis, Bishop 

Schneider,  

Margaret Joyce,  

Michelle Kaufman and 

Dame Colleen Bayer. 
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The March for Life (Marcia per la Vita) 

followed the Forum. This year, the sixth 

annual March attracted tens of thou-

sands people!  Many pro-life and pro-

family groups from all over Italy, Eu-

rope and the world were represented. 

Walking through the ancient streets of 

Rome from the Bocca della Verita Piaz-

za to Saint Peter’s Square (where par-

ticipants joined in the Angelus and were 

blessed by Pope Francis), was an in-

credible experience and important pub-

lic witness to the precious gift of life.   

Such a witness cannot be underestimat-

ed in a world that wants to be enter-

tained and is fixated on meism, and is 

unwilling to engage with Truth Him-

self. It also gives the Italian Govern-

ment a clear message to stop funding 

abortion and to refrain from legalising 

euthanasia. 

Think globally, act locally! There are 

many attacks against life, faith and fam-

ily in this day and age, and often from 

unlikely quarters. The global perspec-

tive helps us to identify the threats that 

are sweeping the world, even from 

within, then share ideas and experiences 

and discuss how best to defend  

ourselves and our families against these 

threats in our local communities.   

Right now, one of the biggest threats 

is against the faith. Strong Catholic 

families are key in defending life, 

marriage and family. When the 

Church speaks clearly and defini-

tively about morality, marriage and 

the family, then we can work most 

effectively to protect, defend and 

serve life.  It is a grave responsibility; 

one we will not shirk. The future of 

humanity depends on it! 

For many years it has been my 

heart’s desire to  

organise a national March for Life 

here in New Zealand.  

Perhaps it is time now to put 

dreams into practice?  

Are you interested?  

If so please email me  

col.fli@xtra.co.nz  

Colleen Bayer 

Opposite top right:  

Recessional during the prayer vigil  

preceding the March for Life in Santa 

Maria sopra Minerva, which was  

consecrated in 1370. 

Top left:  

Cardinal Burke and Archbishop Negri 

at Rome March for Life 2016  (credit 

John-Henry Westen). 

Top centre:  

Marching towards St Peter’s Square. 

Top right:  

FLI team before the March with Mother 

Maria de Anima Christi. 

Above:  

FLI team with Cardinal Burke. 

Below:  

Religious Family of the Incarnate Word 

(IVE) during the March. 
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Parents as  
primary educators  
and the dangers of  

sexuality  
education 

This isn’t anything new. I have been working 

for Family Life International since its inception 

when I was just a teen. Over the years there have 

been many stories from concerned parents. Our 

team have viewed and reviewed various pro-

grammes and assisted parents in their battles. The 

agenda of sexuality educators, often trained up by 

Family Planning (or their cohorts), which spread 

a distorted view of human sexuality and  

ignore the primary rights of parents to educate 

their children in these matters is not new and 

neither is the resistance to it. 

You too, will have your stories to tell. 

Contraception, masturbation, fornication, abor-

tion, consent (which is really just a sad guise of 

saying if we all agree to use each other, then any-

thing goes), are all discussed within sexuality 

classes.  Gender identity has become the catch 

phrase of the time, influencing schools who are 

making all sorts of accommodations for students 

who self-identify as being something “other” 

than the God-given genders of male and female, 

or who wish to engage in same-sex liaisons. 

Sadly, this so-called education in sexuality, with 

a secular view of the human person and an em-

phasis on a selfish giving in to the passions, is 

not just confined to our public schools. 

Masquerading as science, health and puberty 

education, is a training that desensitizes our chil-

dren to a world-view that contradicts the 

Church’s beautiful teaching about the human 

person, love, chastity, self-giving and sacri-

fice.  This kind of education threatens the good of 

our children leading them only down a path of 

destruction.  We need not think that the discus-

sion of these topics is only restricted to these 

classes either.  Any teacher, of any subject, with 

an agenda to push, will find a way to do it. 

R 
ight now my husband 

and I are engaged in 

discussions with not one, 

but two of our children’s 

schools regarding their so-called 

sexuality programmes. 

Michelle Kaufman 

Family LIFE 18 



Many sexuality educators, in an attempt to be engaging, will employ crass and 

immature methods to get their point across.  In one recent example, students 

walked into their classroom only to be met with a loudly playing music video 

of Salt N Pepa’s song “Let’s talk about sex.” 

Lumped in together, children’s individual development is dismissed and 

the natural modesty about their bodies is forgotten.  Oftentimes, parents have 

little to no say in the development of any sexuality programmes, and they and 

their children can be ridiculed for removing their children from the classes. 

In 1996, the Pontifical Council for the Family issued a document entitled The 

Truth and Meaning of Human Sexuality.  It is critical that parents, grandparents 

and educators are familiar with its contents.  The following is an excerpt from 

this very important document which provides practical guidelines for both par-

ents and educators who have an opportunity to work together, as needed, for the 

good of all children. 

 

Recommendations for Parents and Educators 
It is recommended that parents be aware of their own educational role and 

defend and carry out this primary right and duty.  It follows that any educative 

activity, related to education for love and carried out by persons outside the fami-

ly, must be subject to the parents’ acceptance of it and must be seen not as a sub-

stitute but as a support for their work.  In fact, “sex education, which is a basic 

right and duty of parents, must always be carried out under their attentive guid-

ance whether at home or in educational centers chosen and controlled by 

them.”  Frequently, parents are not lacking in awareness and effort, but they are 

quite alone, defenseless, and often made to feel they are wrong. They need under-

standing, but also support and help by groups, associations, and institutions. 

(113) 

FOR PARENTS 
It is recommended that parents associate with other parents, not only in order to 

protect, maintain, or fill out their own role as the primary educators of their chil-

dren, especially in the area of education for love, but also to fight against damag-

ing forms of sex education and to ensure that their children will be educated ac-

cording to Christian principles and in a way that is consonant with their personal 

development. (114) 

In the case where parents are helped by others in educating their own children for 

love, it is recommended that they keep themselves precisely informed on the 

content and methodology with which such supplementary education is impart-

ed.  No one can bind children or young people to secrecy about the content and 

method of instruction provided outside the family.  (115) 

We are aware of the difficulty and often the impossibility for parents to partici-

pate fully in all supplementary instruction provided outside the home. Never-

theless, they have the right to be informed about the structure and content of the 

program.  In all cases, their right to be present during classes cannot be denied. 

(116) 

It is recommended that parents attentively follow every form of sex education 

that is given to their children outside the home, removing their children whenev-

er this education does not correspond to their own principles.  However, such a 

decision of the parents must not become grounds for discrimination against their 

children.  On the other hand, parents who remove their children from such in-

struction have the duty to give them an adequate formation, appropriate to each 

child’s or young person’s stage of development.  (117) 
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It must be said that there are good 

teachers and counsellors in our 

schools who wish to lead students 

to true freedom and a right-

ordered understanding of them-

selves and others.  They must be 

commended for all they do to 

protect the children in their care 

and to uphold the rights of parents 

as first educators. 

Unfortunately, there are also 

many educators and parents, who 

have bought the lie that children 

and young people must have free 

access to sexual information, con-

traception and abortion.  More 

and more people cannot see the 

great deception in gender ideolo-

gy and the absurdity of the conse-

quences of denying maleness or 

femaleness. 

Family Planning and their co-

horts know the importance of 

getting parents onside and they 

are doing this well. It is easy to 

hook a generation of parents who 

have already been indoctrinated 

as youth. Now living the conse-

quences of so-called “sexual free-

dom” which was dangled in front 

of them, many cannot see that the 

same fate will befall their chil-

dren. 

No parent should ever feel like 

they have to fight their child’s 

school on these matters, least of 

all Catholic schools. 

We need to teach parents the 

beauty of human sexuality so that 

they can live in true freedom 

and be great, even heroic, exam-

ples to their children.  As primary 

educators they then have the pow-

er to impart their knowledge, 

gained through education and 

experience, to their own children, 

providing them with a balanced 

understanding that readily ac-

knowledges the need for chastity, 

self-control, and a true love of 

self and neighbour. 

Four Working Principles  

From the Truth and Meaning 

of Human Sexuality  

(#122 to #127) 

1) Human sexuality is a sacred 

mystery and must be  

presented according to the 

doctrinal and moral teach-

ing of the Church, always 

bearing in mind the effects 

of original sin. 

2) Only information proportion-

ate to each phase of their 

individual development 

should be presented to  

children and young people. 

3) No material of an erotic  

nature should be presented 

to children or young people 

of any age, individually or in 

a group. 

4) No one should ever be  

invited, let alone obliged, to 

act in any way that could 

objectively offend against 

modesty or which could 

subjectively offend against 

his or her own delicacy or 

sense of privacy. 

FOR EDUCATORS 

We need to teach  

parents the  

beauty of  

human  sexuality so 

that they can live in  

true freedom 

and be great,  

even heroic,  

examples to their  

children. 

The Kaufman family. 

Since each child or young person must be able to live his or her own sexuality in 

conformity with Christian principles, and hence be able to exercise the virtue of 

chastity, no educator – not even parents – can interfere with this right to chastity  

(cf. Matthew 18:4-7). (118)  

It is recommended that respect be given to the right of the child or young person to 

withdraw from any form of sexual instruction imparted outside the home.   

Neither the children nor other members of their family should ever be penalized or 

discriminated against for this decision.  (120) 

It is recommended that respect be given to the right of the child and the young 

person to be adequately informed by their own parents on moral and sexual ques-

tions in a way that complies with his or her desire to be chaste and to be formed in 

chastity.  This right is further qualified by a child’s stage of development, his or her 

capacity to integrate moral truth with sexual information, and by respect for his or 

her innocence and tranquility.  (119)  
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A  great society relies on strong families to bring people of all ages to their fullest potential so they can participate, 

contribute and strive in ways that advance the common good.   

Within the family we first discover who we are and our intrinsic dignity; it is where we first learn how to relate to others 

in love and trust. 

But the family is under an aggressive and intensifying attack from abortion, euthanasia, contraception, pornography and 

same sex unions. Even as the battle rages on, a new front has opened. 

A new gender ideology threatens to poison our next generation. 

Your children and grandchildren - our families - are at risk. No one is safe. 

But there is hope! The Voice of the Family – the Future of Humanity conference will bring together 

the best international and home grown speakers and thinkers with ordinary people in our local communities to discuss 

these attacks and find strategies that will work to build and defend a new culture of life in our families, in our schools and 

in society. This is a conference not to be missed! Register now to guarantee you and your family will be represented! 

fli.org.nz/voiceofthefamilyconference 

Voice of the Family 
the future of humanity 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 

23 — 25 September 2016 

Bruce Mason Centre • Takapuna • Auckland 

Keynote  speaker 

Jason Jones 
President and Founder of Movie to Movement 

“Why I will not stop fighting for life” 

Saturday 24th September 
Bruce Mason Centre 

Corner of the Promenade and Hurstmere Road 

6:30pm Drinks 7:00pm Dinner 
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Tickets are required  for this event. 

Join old and new friends in a time of fun and fellowship 



 

Keynote Speaker:  Gabriele Kuby 
Gabriele Kuby is a sociologist, international speaker and author who is leading the battle against 

gender ideology in Europe.  Her well-researched book The Global Sexual Revolution - The  

Destruction of Freedom in the Name of Freedom is a must-have resource as the tentacles of the 

global cultural revolution reaches ever further into society.  Her influence reaches far and wide and 

she has won much praise from around the globe, including Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI who  

exclaimed that "Mrs Kuby is a brave warrior against ideologies that ultimately result in 

the destruction of man." 

Keynote Speaker:  Jason Jones 

Jason Jones is a film-maker, human rights activist and zealous defender of life, especially preborn  

human life.  Jones is the founder of the organisation Movie to Movement which aims to promote the 

incomparable dignity and beauty of the human person through the power of film.  He co-produced the 

award winning movie, Bella, the short film Crescendo, and numerous other life-affirming  

movies.  His spirited action in defense of life is fuelled by his own story, having lost his pre-born child 

to abortion as a teen.  Jason will be speaking at both the Voice of the Family Conference and LifeFest. 

 

 

Keynote Speaker:  John-Henry Westen 
Passionate about protecting and defending life, faith and family, John-Henry is the co-founder and 

Editor-in-Chief of LifeSiteNews.com.  He is also the co-founder of Voice of the Family, a lay  

initiative formed in support of Catholic teaching on the family.  An engaging speaker, he is a power-

house of information on a wide variety of pro-life and pro-family topics, John-Henry has spoken at 

numerous conferences and retreats throughout the world.  He is also a frequent guest on radio and 

television programmes. John-Henry will be speaking at both the Voice of the Family Conference 

and LifeFest. 

Sisters of Life 
Sr Grace Dominic, Sr Marie Veritas and Sr Mariam will be visiting New Zealand to speak at the 

Voice of the Family conference and LifeFest.  The Sisters of Life is a contemplative / active religious 

community of women founded in 1991 by John Cardinal O'Connor for the protection and enhancement 

of the sacredness of every human life.  They welcome pregnant guests to live in the Holy Respite of 

one of their convents, assist pregnant women in need through their Visitation Mission, host retreats, 

and offer hope and healing to those who have had abortions through their Entering  

Canaan retreats.   

 

 

Dr Colin Harte 
Colin gained his PhD for a thesis on suffering and self-giving, based on the theology and  

anthropology of John Paul II.  For 24 years, he was the personal care assistant of Alison Davis, an 

exceptional pro-life advocate who suffered greatly throughout her life.  He is the author of Changing 

Unjust Laws Justly: Pro-life solidarity with the "last and the least".  He addresses conferences and 

seminars in the UK and internationally, and is frequently called upon to participate in TV and radio 

discussions on euthanasia.  Colin is a Board Member of the UK euthanasia opposition group Care 

Not Killing.  

Father Philip Bochanski 
Father Philip Bochanski is the Associate Director of Courage International.  He is a native of suburban 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in the United States, and was ordained in 1999.  Courage was founded in 

1980 in the Archdiocese of New York to provide pastoral care and prayerful support for Catholics  

experiencing same-sex attractions who desire to live chastely.  Father Bochanski is an award-winning 

author and has published several books, articles and audio lectures on such topics as Church history, 

spirituality, evangelization and pastoral care. He will be speaking at both Voice of the Family  

Conference and LifeFest. 

 

 

Father Linus Clovis 
Father Linus Clovis is a priest of the Archdiocese of Castries, St Lucia, in the West Indies where he 

is the Director of the Secretariat for Family and Life.  He is also the Spiritual Director of Family Life 

International NZ and a versatile speaker on pro-life issues, Scripture, Mariology and on Catholic 

teaching in general.  He has many talks and homilies on CD and has published a book entitled A 

Biblical Search for the Church Christ Founded.  In 2003, Father Clovis led the resistance to the 

St Lucia Government’s surreptitious legalization of abortion.   

International Speakers 
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JASON JONES 
MAKING THE  

VOICE OF THE FAMILY HEARD 

VOCATION PANEL WITH  
BR. BEN SHORE 
FR. BOCHANSKI 
SISTERS OF LIFE 

Monday  
26th September 

JOHN-HENRY WESTEN 
FIGHTING THE GOOD FIGHT! 

SISTERS OF LIFE  
PRAYER:  
GOD IS WAITING FOR YOU 

PRAYER VIGIL  
MUSIC BY  

MOTHER OF  
DIVINE MERCY 

Tuesday  
 27th  
 September 

Morning Workshops 
Jason Jones– Movie to Movement  
 
John-Henry Westen– The Power of Media 

SISTERS OF LIFE 
A LIFE OF SERVICE 

HOLY MASS 
MUSIC BY  
MOTHER OF DIVINE MERCY 

MICHELLE AND MICHAEL 
GETTING INVOLVED AND  

STAYING INVOLVED 

Afternoon  

Workshops 

Friday  

23rd September 

1:45pm — 3:30pm 

Openness to Life  

Natural Fertility Regulation 

Presented by Alicia Reeves and Cushla Hassan 

Post Abortion Healing 

Entering Canaan 

Presented by Sisters of Life 

Sidewalk Counselling 

Assisting Abortion minded and vulnerable women 

Presented by Clare McClean 

Sign up today at  

fli.org.nz/voiceofthefamilyconference 
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OR  

Friday afternoon workshops are an opportunity for more in 

depth learning and discussion about how best to serve life. 



Local speakers 

 Aisha Te Kani 
Aisha Te Kani has a heart so open that people are able to see it, literally!  Born with her heart outside 

of her body, she is a living miracle for those who consider her life to be "medically impossible."   She 

is a passionate and inspirational speaker, whose voice comes at a time when it is often difficult for one 

to encounter encouragement and words of wisdom and hope to walk through the hardships that life 

throws at all of us. Having faced some challenging times herself, she has a real determination to use her 

life story and experience to help others discover a sense of hope and purpose that will provoke strength 

and endurance.    

 Father Jeremy Palman 
Father Jeremy Palman was ordained in August 2014 and is serving as Assistant Priest of Holy Family 

Parish in Te Atatu Peninsula in Auckland.  He explored a vocation at the age of 18 after a radical con-

version, but went on to pursue other interests. Father Palman re-entered the seminary in 2008.  He has 

been involved in helping young people discover the truth of Saint John Paul II’s Theology of the Body 

and assisted for many years at the Hearts Aflame Catholic Summer School.  

 Cushla Hassan 
Cushla Hassan works with her husband at St Luke's Health Centre where they have developed a  

General Practice based service called Crisis Pregnancy Support.  Cushla teaches the Billings Ovulation 

Method (BOM) in their practice and is involved in national teacher training programmes for this meth-

od of Natural Fertility Regulation.  

Cusha will be joined by Alicia Reeves, Billings National Coordinator and Educator. 

 Dame Colleen Bayer 
Colleen is the Founding Director of Family Life International NZ which she established in 1992.   

Colleen speaks frequently both nationally and internationally about issues pertaining to life, faith and 

family.  She has been married to her husband Terry for 40 years.  Together they have five children 

(four adopted, three of whom have special needs), and ten grandchildren. Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 

named Colleen a Dame in the Order of St Gregory the Great in 2013, an honour for her pro-life work 

with mothers and babies in New Zealand. 

 Michael Loretz 
Michael is currently serving Family Life International NZ as Education Director. He is passionate 

about the education of young people and has considerable experience in teaching and school  

leadership, most recently as Deputy Principal of Mt. Roskill Grammar School. His role at Family Life 

International includes co-ordinating 40 Days for Life and running educational programmes. He is  

currently working on revising the Next Generation programme as a pro-life peer mentoring club for 

selected Secondary Schools in Auckland. 

 Michelle Kaufman 
Having been involved with Family Life International NZ since its inception, Michelle is currently  

serving as Communications Director.  After personally benefiting from the intercession of Saint Gianna 

Beretta Molla, she is keen to spread devotion to this modern day Saint.  Michelle has spoken at the 

Auckland Eucharistic Convention and to various groups throughout New Zealand.  She writes on life, 

faith and family issues which can be read on Family Life International NZ’s blog A Culture of Life, as 

well as LifeSiteNews and NZ Catholic.  Married to Brendan, together they have seven children.   

 Clare McClean 
Actively involved with Family Life International NZ since 1997, Clare helped establish the John Paul 

II Centre for Life in Porirua in 2011. Since that time she has walked alongside abortion vulnerable 

women and also co-ordinated three 40 Days for Life campaigns.  Clare is keen to share from her  

experience and see New Zealanders eagerly engaged building the culture of life one soul at a time.  

Clare's background is in social work and she has been active in her local parish. Clare is married to Ian, 

and has been blessed with three grown children, one of whom died tragically in 2014, and seven grand-

children.  
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 Books and Bibles 

 Sunday and Weekday Missals 

 Pro-life and Theology of the Body Resources 

 Gifts for all occasions including Baptism, First Holy  

Communion, Confirmation, Matrimony and Ordination. 
John Paul II Centre for Life 

569 Richardson Road, Mt Roskill 

ORDER NOW at catholicgifts.co.nz 
Or call 09 629 0820 • fli.shop@xtra.co.nz 

A division of Family Life International NZ. All proceeds go to Family Life Crisis Pregnancy Centres. 

OPEN 

Monday to Friday 

9:00am - 4:30pm 
Saturday 

10:00am - 1:00pm 

Was $14.00 

NOW $12.00 each 

Live Simply Prayer Cross 

14.5 x 12cm 

Ceramic 

Celebrating the  

canonization of  

Mother Teresa  

Was $49.50 

NOW $29.90 each 

Was $31.00 

NOW $28.00 each 

Handbook of Prayers 

570 pages of 

Prayers and Devotions 
Including Order of Mass, 

Stations of the Cross, Blessings. 

St Benedict Cross 

19.5 x 10cm 

Brass frame with 

Olivewood finish. $26.00 each 

Holy Water Font 

13 x 8cm 

Ceramic 

Forentine Collection 

NOW $19.00 each 

Bangle wrist band 

7cm diameter. 

Rose gold plated, gift box included. 

Was $23.00 
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BB003 CR12805 

CR679 

HF015 

JE100 

http://catholicgifts.co.nz
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D ying.  It is a natural part of the  

cycle of life.  From the moment 

we are conceived we are travelling  

towards our final hours on this earth, and 

the beginning of life eternal. 

The Psalmist wrote “Thy eyes beheld my 

unformed substance; in thy book were 

written, every one of them, the days that 

were formed for me, when as yet there 

was none of them.” Psalm 139:16 

Currently in New Zealand, it is unlawful for a doc-

tor to prescribe lethal drugs and to either administer 

them, or give to the patient to administer them-

selves.  Likewise, it is illegal for any person to as-

sist another in suicide in any way. 

The law reflects the view that human life is sacred.  

It acknowledges that the taking of another person’s 

life is a grave crime and that the taking of one’s 

own life is a serious tragedy for which we as a soci-

ety hold some responsibility.   

Whenever there is a push to legalise euthanasia or 

assisted suicide it is important to clearly speak the 

truth of what this means in reality – legalising the 

killing of another person, or assisting someone to 

commit suicide.   

This truth is often glossed over by pro-euthanasia 

advocates who wish to sanitise the reality of their 

proposals. In order to appeal to emotions and draw 

minds away from reasoned arguments, euphemisms 

are widely employed. Phrases such as choice in 

dying, assisted dying, aid in dying and end of life 

choice are all used extensively today in the media, 

who are generally in support of change and lead the 

charge. 

“Beware movements that feel the need to resort to 

feel-good euphemisms to hide the reality of their 

agendas and goals” says Wesley Smith, one of the 

world’s foremost critics of assisted suicide and 

utilitarian bioethics. “Assisted suicide is suicide.  

The term is descriptive and accurate. And when it 

is legalized, it amounts to state-approved suicide.  

Let’s deal with that reality and stop the pretence.” 

The campaign to gain public acceptance of euthana-

sia and assisted suicide is well organised and has 

the backing of the media, very useful for changing 

public attitudes.  This drive is running alongside 

work within Parliament to change the current law. 

David Seymour (ACT) has a proposed member’s 

bill, End of Life Choice, which has the aim to legal-

ise euthanasia and assisted suicide.  This bill is in 

the ballot and has the potential to be drawn at any 

time. 

At present, the Health Select Committee is investi-

gating ending one’s life in New Zealand. The inves-

tigation is in response to the petition of Hon.  

Maryan Street and 8,974 others in June 2015.  With 

more than 22,000 submissions received by the 

Committee on the subject, pro-euthanasia advocates 

are attempting to use this in their favour by insinu-

ating that New Zealander’s are ready to legalise it.  

We, however, know that a great deal of people who 

oppose euthanasia made submissions to the contra-

ry. The number of submissions in no way suggests 

that there is a ground swell of support for the legali-

sation of euthanasia and assisted suicide. 

The urgency with which we must act is critical. 

Already in this country it is legal for human beings 

to kill the most defenceless amongst us — unborn 

children. Almost 500,000 children have been killed 

in the name of choice.  Now, in the name of choice, 

it is proposed that we legalise the killing of those 

who suffer, who are at the end of their life, and who 

have no hope.   

E 
uthanasia 

 legalising killing 
Michelle Kaufman 

Image credit - Little Sisters of the Poor 
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ORDER NOW at catholicgifts.co.nz 
Or call 09 629 0820 • fli.shop@xtra.co.nz 

Was $20.00 

NOW $18.00 

Killing is killing. There is a clear correlation between abortion and euthanasia, which was made chill-

ingly obvious earlier this year.  In March, a Canadian abortionist, Dr. Ellen Wiebe euthanized a 

woman who suffered from ALS, a neurodegenerative disease.  As Canada’s Senate only approved a 

euthanasia and assisted sucide bill in June of this year, it was necessary for the woman to be granted 

an exemption from an Alberta judge, who did so in anticipation of the law. LifeSiteNews quoted Dr 

Wiebe as saying "I felt so grateful to give her what she wanted and to end her suffering." It is an easy 

step from abortion to euthanasia. 

Just as abortion is a false compassion for women in difficult situations, euthanasia is also a false 

compassion for those who suffer and have lost hope. Pregnant mothers need support and practical 

solutions to help them in their situations; those who suffer or are at the end of life need support and 

practical care that alleviates their mental, physical and spiritual pain and gives them reason to hope. 

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI articulated clearly how critical it is for society to have true compassion 

for those who suffer in Spe Salvi (Saved in Hope): 

“The true measure of humanity is essentially determined in relationship to suffering and to the suf-

ferer.  This holds true both for the individual and for society.  A society unable to accept its suffering 

members and incapable of helping to share their suffering and to bear it inwardly through 

“compassion” is a cruel and inhuman society.” 

It is crucial to be a part of the discussions and essential to understand the arguments.  We need to tell 

our stories of acceptance of suffering, of true compassion, of authentically dying well. The future of 

society depends on it.  

Pregnant mothers 

need support and 

practical  

solutions to help them 

in their  situations;  

those who suffer or 

are at the end of life 

need  

support and  

practical care that 

alleviates their  

mental, physical 

and spiritual pain 

and gives them  

reason to hope. 

And now… Euthanasia 

An examination of euthanasia and  

assisted suicide and their implications 

“Having compassion for those who are 

elderly, sick, disabled or dying is a shared 

experience that brings the community to-

gether in the spirit of love and mercy.  

It is a truly excellent resource. It is highly 

recommended to all who seek to  

understand and participate in the public 

debate that is ongoing both in New  

Zealand and elsewhere and to those who 

seek pastorally sensitive approaches when 

working with families and communities.” 

† Patrick Dunn  

Bishop of Auckland     

We welcome donations and bequests 
To leave a ’Gift for life’ to Family Life International NZ Trust, please call your  

solicitor. All it takes is the addition of a simple codicil to your existing will.  

Alternatively, you may like to e-mail or call Dame Colleen Bayer, D.S.G. 

 Email: col.fli@xtra.co.nz  Phone: 027 448 8061 

Colleen would love  to visit you to explain and introduce you to our  

‘Gift for Life’ bequest programme. 

Get your copy of And now… Euthanasia today! 
Family Life International NZ has published an 

excellent and thorough resource on  

euthanasia and assisted suicide. It is a  

helpful reference detailing New Zealand 

law, statistics, Catholic Church teaching on 

end of life and suffering, and much more.  

Every home should have at least one copy! 

Life is a precious gift! 

For a bright and safe future for all children born and unborn. 
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Finding a direct, effective and merciful response to this woundedness is what 40 Days for Life is all 

about.  40 Days for Life is the largest internationally coordinated pro-life mobilisation in history, helping 

people in local communities end the injustice of abortion through prayer and fasting, community outreach 

and peaceful vigil.  Internationally, since 2007, more than 11,000 lives have been saved from abortion 

including some right here in New Zealand.   

. 

In  2016, a harrowing milestone looms as half 

a million New Zealanders will have likely 

have been killed through abortion since 1974.  It 

is more than the entire current populations of 

Wellington, Dunedin and Hamilton combined.  

When facing this fact, one thing becomes  

clear - the tragedy of abortion touches every 

person and every family. The wounds and pain of 

abortion run deep in our nation’s heart. 

Throughout Lent, Family Life International sponsored New Zealand’s third annual 40 Days for Life vigils 

in Auckland and Wellington which were entrusted to the intercession of Pope Saint John Paul II.  

Throughout the country people prayed in solidarity for an end to abortion, and another vigil took place 

(independently run) outside Christchurch Hospital. 

During that time hundreds of volunteers offered more than 2,400 hours of prayer standing in public wit-

ness to the nearly 3000 abortions that occur at AMAC in Auckland and at Wellington Hospital each year.  

Rostering themselves to stand out on the pavement in small groups throughout these 40 days, ordinary 

folk - mums, dads, priests, religious, senior citizens and children offered their time to pray in reparation, 

and to show that they really care for every mother facing a crisis pregnancy, for every unborn child, every 

father, every family, and for every abortion worker and all who are affected by the tragedy of abortion in 

our community.  

“...the  

tragedy of 

abortion 

touches 

every  

person and 

every  

family. The 

wounds and 

pain of 

abortion run 

deep in our 

nation’s 

heart.” 

T 
he 

Modern Day  

Calvary 
Michael Loretz 

40 Days for Life Lenten Vigils 
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Participation in 40 Days for Life is not limited to the Catholic 

community.  This is a truly ecumenical initiative that draws to-

gether the entire Body of Christ in unity for the common good.  

Joining the vigils in 2016 were people from at least seven other 

Christian communities, some of whom led hours of prayer in the 

languages and styles of their own traditions.  

Halfway through the forty days, midpoint events were held that 

brought all of the participants and supporters together to pray, to 

share experiences and to offer moral and spiritual support to 

each other.  In Wellington, Father Connors spoke words of en-

couragement and prayed with those attending, and in Auckland a 

moving candle light vigil was held outside AMAC with about 

150 people present despite the humid and damp Auckland 

weather.  

Palm Sunday marked the end of the 2016, 40 Days for Life vigil.  

In Wellington a combined prayer service was held outside Wel-

lington Hospital followed by a procession to the hall where 

about seven speakers shared wonderful stories highlighting their 

experiences at the vigil.  Father Dowling ended with a closing 

prayer and a shared meal was enjoyed by participants.  

In both Centres, the 40 Days for 

Life Lenten efforts began with 

the celebration of Holy Mass 

uniting our pro-life work with the 

one perfect Sacrifice of Christ.  

In Auckland Bishop Patrick 

Dunn was joined by eight concel-

ebrating priests and in Welling-

ton, Cardinal John Dew with  

Father D’Souza concelebrating, 

offered Masses to open the events 

in each city.  More than 400 peo-

ple of goodwill attended these 

beautiful Masses for Life and the 

events that were held after them 

which encouraged a generous 

participation in the vigils and 

prayerful support for the success 

of the 40 days to come. 

It was indeed encouraging that so 

many chose to answer the call of 

the Holy Spirit to join prayerfully 

in the heart of Christ to plead for 

Mercy from the Father for the 

abortion vulnerable and wounded 

in our communities.  

“It provides  

opportunities 

for the  

misinformed 

public to 

hear the truth 

about  

abortion and 

it provides  

opportunities  

to help  

save lives.” 

Top first: Auckland Vigil site on a regular Saturday. 

Top second: Group photo with Bishop Dunn after the Opening Mass in Auckland. 

Opposite: Dave, a parishioner from Holy Family Parish during the Auckland Final Hour. 

Midpage: Group photo for the Wellington Final Hour. 

Bottom first: Prayer warriors holding up signs. 

Bottom second: “I am 13 weeks” sign. 
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In Auckland, volunteers were able to offer 

abortion minded women real options to as-

sist them to choose life for their preborn 

babies, and talk with them about the assis-

tance that is available to them through our 

Family Life Crisis Pregnancy Centre.  

One woman leaving AMAC was offered a 

brochure by a 40 Days volunteer that shows 

the development of the baby inside the 

womb and bullet points the services availa-

ble.  After standing there reading the bro-

chure carefully for a minute or so, holding 

back tears she told our volunteer, “If only I 

had known this information earlier today.”  

She readily agreed to take a small pile of the 

pamphlets to give to her friends so that they 

would know about the real support that is 

available if they faced an unexpected preg-

nancy.  Several other women were seen to 

hesitate outside the doors of AMAC and 

seemed to leave without entering. We hope 

and pray that they have chosen life for their 

babies. 

Outside Wellington Hospital it is rare for 40 

Days for Life volunteers to have the oppor-

tunity to speak to pregnant women because 

they are instructed by hospital staff to avoid 

the prayer vigil.  However, on one particular 

day, a large sign was being displayed at the 

vigil with a picture of a 13-week-old baby 

and the caption, “I am 13 weeks”.  Earlier in 

the morning, some ill-informed passers-by 

had called out mockingly, saying the picture 

was incorrect, even though it is a verified 

image captured by the world-renowned pho-

tographer and scientist, Lennart Nilsson.  

Then, that very day, a young woman, hold-

ing a freshly taken scan image of her own 

12-week-old baby, excitedly approached 

those praying.  She could not contain her 

delight in seeing her scan verified by the 

sign!  Considering abortion, she had been 

told that her baby was undeveloped and 

minuscule.  However, after seeing her scan, 

she was amazed at both the size and devel-

opment of her baby and realised that an 

abortion would be unthinkable.  She happily 

took the available resources.  Please pray 

that this courageous woman is able to perse-

vere with her decision to give life to her 

unborn child! 

These two encounters, which are only two 

of hundreds of interactions that occurred out 

on the street this Lent, illustrate on a per-

sonal level, and in a striking way, that a 

peaceful, prayerful presence outside abor-

tion facilities is not only good but essential.  

40 Days for Life gives post-abortive women 

the opportunity to ponder and share their 

painful abortion stories with someone who 

cares.  It gives hope to those who think they 

are alone in their desire to see an end to 

abortion.  It provides opportunities for the 

misinformed public to hear the truth about 

abortion and it provides opportunities to 

help save lives. 

In Auckland, around 400 people gathered for another beautiful candle light vigil on Domin-

ion Road.  An atmosphere of reverent prayer and strong witness was maintained as hymns, 

the rosary and Scripture readings were led by various leaders from FLI, the clergy and the 

young people and families who attended.  

Towards the end of the final vigil hour in Auckland, 931 numbered white cardboard crosses 

laid in baskets decorated with pink and blue lace and origami roses were processed across 

the road to the doors of the AMAC abortion facility.  Each cross represented an unborn baby 

who had lost their lives at AMAC to abortion in 2014.   

Days later, the crosses and other items in the memorial were delivered by the abortionist and 

other staff to weekly prayer volunteers.  The note accompanying the black bags said “Your 

rubbish & litter – you dispose of it.”  Although the reaction to the memorial shows that 

hearts were being stirred inside AMAC because of the constant prayer, it was also a confir-

mation of their attitude about the little ones that they abort – that they are rubbish and easily 

thrown away. 

How a Vigil Presence Impacts Lives 

Photos of participants in both Auckland and Wellington vigil sites. 

Left bottom:  The memorial crosses for the unborn, numbered 1 to 931. 

Just as Mary and John remained at the foot of the cross,  

we too remain as a silent witness for the precious little ones.   

Our love may be the only love they know here on earth. 
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Calvary 

An essential element of the 40 Days for Life vigils is ac-

knowledging the spiritual battle behind abortion.  We pray 

for the mothers, the fathers, the abortion workers and all 

those walk by indifferent or hurting. 

Each unborn child bears the face of Christ.  Their demise is 

their crucifixion and at the same time Christ is crucified 

again.  Just as Mary and John remained at the foot of the 

cross, we too remain as a silent witness for the precious 

little ones.  Our love may be the only love they know here 

on earth. 

Those participating in the vigils are acutely aware that they 

are also sharing the way of the cross.  The occasional taunts 

or mocks from disapproving passers-by is enough to serve 

as a reminder that following Christ means to follow Him 

into death, to die to ourselves for Love of Him who suf-

fered death so that they may have life - life to the full.  

This 40 Days for Life has been a humbling experience for 

all involved and Family Life International continues to sup-

port vigils that are ongoing in Auckland and Wellington.  

Please see the information opposite about where you can 

continue to pray at Calvary. 

Those participating in the 40 Days for Life vigils this year 

are certain many graces were poured out over the forty days 

and beyond.  Thanks must be given first to Almighty God 

for all the graces received whether they were seen or un-

seen.  Our humble acknowledgement and thanks must also 

go to our beloved and great Pope Saint John Paul II for his 

powerful intercession which is intrinsically linked to the 

perfect intercession of our Blessed Mother.  We are also 

very grateful to all the selfless prayer warriors at the vigil 

sites and at home, as well as all the church leaders, priests 

and religious who in this Year of Mercy have offered them-

selves in sacrifice with Christ for the most vulnerable in 

their communities.  We plan to go again to Calvary next 

year for forty days – we hope you can join us! 

Chapel of the 

 Annunciation 

Exposition and Rosary 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 

11:30am — 12:30pm 

Holy Mass 

Wednesday 12:00pm 

 
The Chapel is open Monday to Friday 

during office hours for prayer. 

More information about these vigils and 

events can be found on page 43. 
 

Wellington 

Vigil for the Unborn 

16th July and 20th August 

10am — Noon 

Auckland  

Prayer outside AMAC 

Every Wednesday 9:30am —10:30am 

Vigil for Life 

5th November  

Time to be confirmed. 

Sidewalk Counselling Workshop 

23rd September (see page 23) 

1:45pm — 3:30pm 
 

We are aware of vigils in Whangarei, Thames, 

Christchurch and Dunedin. 

Contact us if you would like  

to find out about or start vigils in  

your local area.  

09 629 4361 
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At  Family Life International NZ we believe together 

we can work towards building a culture of life 

through three important tasks – prayer, education and service.  

Our Auckland office is a busy hive of activity, with daily prayer, 

including the Rosary, Adoration and Holy Mass, research and 

education to inform people of all ages about the threats to life 

and family and to encourage involvement in promoting a 

culture of life. 

We also serve abortion vulnerable women and their  

families; mothers who have suffered pregnancy loss in 

some way – whether that be through miscarriage,  

stillbirth or abortion, and encourage natural fertility  

awareness where appropriate. 

News from our Auckland  
John Paul II Centre for Life  

Thursday is our clinic day at our Auckland Centre.  

This is when our midwife, Mary Seong, is available 

to provide medical care and advice to our pregnant 

mums. Part of that care is providing an ultrasound 

to abortion vulnerable women. The benefits of ul-

trasound are two-fold; medical, as it rules out ectop-

ic pregnancy and allows accurate dating; and mum 

gets the opportunity to 

see her growing unborn child, which is an important 

opportunity to bond.  It is always a special moment 

when mothers who have been contemplating abor-

tion see their unborn child for the first time. Up to 

78% of women who are shown an ultrasound 

choose not to have an abortion. It is a powerful tool. 

Our Option Line is open 24/7 and we receive nu-

merous calls and texts from women needing help 

and support in difficult situations. We also receive 

emails via our pregnantandworried.org.nz website.  

Clare McClean from our Wellington Centre is the 

first to answer these emails, sorting out exactly 

what help is needed and who is the best person in 

our team throughout the country to walk with the 

woman. 

Many mothers who come to us need practical sup-

port which we provide through clothing, nappies 

and formula (where breastfeeding is not possible).  

We also loan out car seats and bassinettes where 

needed.  We love to give unexpected gifts to our 

brave mothers, and this Easter was no exception.  It 

was such a joy to surprise many of our mothers 

with baskets of goodies to share with their families! 

Family Life Crisis Pregnancy Centre 

One of the many saved babies whose 

mothers were helped by the team at the 

Family Life Crisis Pregnancy Centre. 

FLI Staff 
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With the help of  

ultrasound technology,  

pregnant mothers have 

the opportunity to see 

their growing  

unborn child. 

We know the heartbreak that the death of an unborn baby and 

infant loss brings, whether it be through miscarriage, stillbirth 

or abortion.  We always have a ear to listen to your stories 

and have been blessed to be here for women and men when 

their grief is triggered, and they need to have a safe and confi-

dential environment to unburden their aching hearts. 

Our retreat days, which we hold for parents and grandparents 

who grieve the death of their babies, are based on the Sisters 

of Life programme Entering Canaan. We are also using a pro-

gramme called Living in Colour,  which runs for eight weeks 

and is suitable in both small groups and with individuals. 

For more information about post abortion healing  

please contact Pauline 09 629 4361  

or email life@fli.org.nz 

Victoria visiting 

the centre with 

her baby boy 

Ariel. 

Post Abortion Healing 

to all our wonderful Friends for Life who provide clothing, bassinets, prams, 

highchairs, knitting and other items for the babies and their families. Your 

generosity and support is appreciated by the team and by every single 

mother and family who are the recipients of your gifts. 

Jennie rang our Option Line wanting abortion coun-

selling, as she wanted someone to help her work 

through what would be a “difficult and trying but 

necessary procedure.” After much upheaval and lots 

of changes of mind, the rollercoaster of all her fears, 

feelings and of being unable to cope in her tragic 

and overwhelming situation gradually subsid-

ed.  She gradually came to a peace of accepting the 

life of her wee baby in utero and now the population 

of Dunedin will increase by one, on or close to  

August 13th. We pray Jennie will give birth to a 

very healthy little boy. 

Through the dedicated love and visits from Philippa 

and support from Ann-Maree, our Dunedin team, 

Jennie has regular home visits, coffees and food 

parcels, flowers, a listening and caring ear, and 

above all HOPE! 

Our Dunedin team are committed to giving hope, 

care and love to all women and families who seek 

our help in this region.  Right now the ladies are 

preparing an in depth advertising campaign for 

pregnancy care for women facing crisis pregnan-

cies.  They also prepare for and host our guest 

speakers.  

Sadly one of the mothers who had been referred to 

us for help just last week, went ahead with an abor-

tion before we had the opportunity to meet with 

her.  This always breaks our hearts.  Please pray that 

at the right time she will seek post abortion healing. 

Philippa O’Neil and Ann Maree Taylor can be 

reached on our Option Line: 0800 367 5433. 

Dunedin Update 
FLI Staff 
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F amily Life International NZ’s John Paul II Centre for Life,  

situated in Porirua, is the centre of working for life, faith and 

family in the Wellington region. Clare McClean, our Wellington  

Co-ordinator, works tirelessly to mobilise people throughout the  

region and to assist abortion vulnerable women. The following is a 

glimpse at some of the awesome work she and her team are doing 

to build a culture of life. 

Family Life Crisis Pregnancy Centre 
Births of babies are always joyous occasions.  In the Wellington region we have welcomed three dear 

babies recently; all made it to full-term and are doing well! The mothers are growing in their new roles 

beautifully which is a joy to see.  One family faces significant health issues at the moment for which 

they would appreciate prayers. 

We field phone calls, emails and Facebook messages from Wellington and throughout the country.  

Sometimes people are seeking advice but at other times there are real issues to work through and, with-

out being able to see people face to face, it can be challenging.   

A few stories stand out as being particularly important in recent times: 

One girl was contemplating abortion but through hearing more about abortion and considering the dam-

age it has done to both friends and family members she bravely decided to choose life for her precious 

unborn child! 

Another young woman from outside of Wellington tested negatively for pregnancy but has continued 

an online discussion about abortion. She is learning a great deal which will help her and others. 

Please keep all pregnant mothers in your prayers, especially those who face situations that are very 

challenging and who believe they have no other choice than to abort their child.  

FLI Staff 

Are you from the Wellington region and keen to help? 

Are you keen to help us further our mission for Life, Faith and Family by being a link in your parish or  

community? We are looking for friends who are willing to assist us in a variety of ways such as: 

 Advertising events and services by placing flyers at the back of the Church. 

 Promoting Family Life Catholic Gifts (or even selling on our behalf at your Parish) as all  

proceeds go towards Family Life International’s life-saving work. 

 Helping out in the Centre with general office duties. 

 Promoting our Family Life Crisis Pregnancy Centre. 

 Learning how to run our Baby Bottle fundraising in your Parish or area. 

 Utilising your talents! 

There is something for everyone in this great work to defend, protect, love and serve life!  

Please contact Clare to discuss how you might personally be able to help so together  

we can help cultivate a culture of life. 

Clare McClean:  04 237 8343 or clare.fli@xtra.co.nz 

After some ups and 

downs, Zakaria is now 

happy and thriving!  

Zakaria's mother  

wishes to thank our  

Friends for Life.  
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Some of our faithful prayer warriors. 

Vigil for the Unborn 
Truly, the 40 Days for Life campaign is tre-

mendous, but what about the other 325 days 

each year?  It is vital that we do what we can 

beyond the forty days as well.  Therefore, 

Vigils for the Unborn are being held monthly 

over the winter months in St Anne’s Church 

in Newtown.  Already, we have held two – 

one in May and another in June. 

Wellington Hospital is, sadly, a modern day 

Calvary.  The death of the innocent babies 

aborted there is intimately connected to the 

death of their Saviour who gave His life for 

them.  While all other pro-life activities are 

important nothing is quite the same as being 

at the site where Christ is crucified today.  

Each Vigil begins with Holy Mass.  Then, 

after Mass, while some stay for Adoration of 

the Blessed Sacrament, others go with Jesus 

and Mary to Calvary.  Mary was not afraid to 

go to the first Calvary with her Son; she 

stood under the Cross, holding all her chil-

dren - past, present and future - in her heart 

that they might be redeemed.  The abortion 

workers, the unborn, and the mothers are all 

her children.  She is truly their Mother and 

yearns for their salvation; so we can confi-

dently place them in her care. She is ready to 

help.  

By our peaceful presence outside the abor-

tion facility, Wellington is reminded again of 

the sanctity of human life.  They are remind-

ed about God, who alone can soften hearts 

and save - both lives and souls - hears our 

prayers united powerfully to those of His 

Mother.  How beautiful that would be if eve-

ryone, who possibly could, came but once a 

year to a Vigil for the Unborn. 

The Vigils will be held on these Saturdays: 

30 July and 20 August, star ting with Mass 

at 10am. You are invited. Will you come to 

Calvary this winter? 

Alive to the World:  

Different and Complementary 
Alive to the World is a virtues based pro-

gramme for pre-teens which we have been 

offering since last year. Through the telling 

of stories, pre-teens are able to learn from 

the lives of others and are motivated to 

strengthen their own characters.  The pro-

gramme has a strong emphasis on marriage 

and presents Catholic teaching in human 

rather than religious language. It has been 

very popular with the group of youth who 

have been attending.  The programme com-

mences again this term on Tuesdays after 

school at our John Paul II Centre for Life. 

Divine Mercy Study Group 
On Tuesday nights at the John Paul II Centre 

for Life in Porirua a group is faithfully stud-

ying mercy from Scripture, the Catechism of 

the Catholic Church, the encyclical Rich in 

Mercy and St. Faustina’s Diary. It is not too 

late for others to join.  

To find out more 

email Lynne at barylyn@xtra.co.nz  

or call 04 237 8343. 

On  April 24th Peter Yung 

from our Auckland 

John Paul II Centre for Life, 

spoke at Theology on Tap in 

Wellington’s Hotel Bristol.  Seat-

ed in the restaurant rather than 

the private lounge, he did well 

to be heard, deliver his message 

and engage in discussion.  Peter 

asked, “When is it ever okay to 

take an innocent human life?”  

Mindful of the ANZAC memorial 

the next day a lively discussion 

followed. Thank you to St Mary 

of the Angels Young Adults 

Group for organising this and 

the invitation to speak. 

Above: Young people studying 

Alive to the World. 

Below: Peter Yung speaking at 

Theology on Tap. 
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T here has been a lot of talk in the media about bullying in 

schools.  How terrible it is that anyone can make use of force or 

coercion to abuse or aggressively dominate others.  Even worse 

is that the behaviour of the bully is often repeated over time 

and inevitably worsens.  Real and repeated harm is done to the victims.  

Of particular concern is the unique situation that in bullying, there is always 

the perception by the bully or others, of an imbalance of social or physical 

power. 

In my 22-year career as a Secondary School Teach-

er, I have worked in schools all around Auckland, 

in rich schools and in poor schools.  I rose through 

the school hierarchy quickly, a Head of Department 

in my third year teaching and a Deputy Principal for 

the last seven years in two of the largest state 

schools in the country.  In that time, I dealt with a 

lot of conflict, and hundreds of incidents involving 

hurt feelings, broken friendships and fights.  I can 

honestly say, however, I have only met a very small 

handful of true bullies in that time.  I have met 

many young people trying to assert themselves, 

failing to take into account the dignity of others, 

acting selfishly and sometimes, losing their temper 

and lashing out in violence, but I have to say in my 

experience, true bullies are rare, especially in 

schools that foster an environment of respect and 

order. 

We are told by the media, by the school unions and 

by Family Planning, that bullying is rife and that 

the victims are all too often homosexuals, 

transgendered, genderqueer, pansexual, skoliosexu-

al or any one of more than 70 possible gender iden-

tities that deviate from what we in schools would 

normally refer to as either boys or girls.  The bul-

lies, we are told, are haters.  In their educational 

resource on sexual orientation and gender identity, 

Family Planning describes these ‘haters’ as hetero-

sexists, transphobics, homophobics, or even homo-

phobiaphobics (someone who hates homosexuals 

for fear they themselves may be labelled as homo-

sexual and therefore suffer homophobia). 

You would think that in more than two decades of 

working in positions of responsibility in five Auck-

land Secondary Schools, I would be able to remem-

ber a multitude of episodes of this type of bullying 

and would have spent much time on suspension 

reports, restorative justice meetings and hearings to 

deal with these haters. To the contrary, when I look 

back over the multitude of incidents I have dealt 

with I have never seen an attack or bullying against 

a student because they have declared themselves as 

non-heterosexual.  In fact the most commonly heard 

reaction of peers is some version of “good for you” 

when a gay student ‘comes out’.  

This is not to say that I have never seen violence 

involving homosexual or transgender students. One 

of the worst incidents of violence I dealt with in my 

career involved a boy who had enrolled in our 

school as a girl.  He had changed his name to a fe-

male name and wore girls’ uniform.  He had gone 

to some considerable effort to alter his appearance 

and although most of the students knew him to have 

been a boy at Intermediate school, to someone en-

countering him for the first time he appeared as a 

rather athletic girl.  

Michael Loretz 
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One afternoon, he went looking for an actual girl he 

had developed an issue with.  He had told his 

friends that she had been ‘talking smack’ about him 

on social media so together they approached this 

girl after her soccer practice.  He then proceeded to 

punch her in the head multiple times and then, 

when she was on the ground he and his friends 

kicked her repeatedly in the face injuring her signif-

icantly. 

I recall writing his suspension report.  My boss told 

me that I had to use the term “she” and “her” while 

referring to the boy even though we knew his true 

biological sex was male. “The Board must be given 

no inkling that this is a boy” he said.  At the time I 

was uncomfortable and protested that we should tell 

the truth in the report. His reply was that, “we don’t 

check the validity of other students who put female 

on their enrolment form, why should we discrimi-

nate against ‘her’?” Reluctantly, I agreed to do as I 

was told by my boss who was in a position of pow-

er over me. It was made clear to me that I had no 

real choice. 

Four years later, I saw this same young transsexual 

on TV. He was championing the cause for transsex-

ual rights. He spoke saying, “At school I was horri-

bly bullied and I’m here because I never want to 

see others go through what I went through.” At the 

end of the news article as the cameras came back to 

the newsroom, the news reader hummed in support 

– “Mmm - How brave” she said. 

Now I am no supporter of bullying of any form but 

in this sad story, I knew the truth.  And here the 

truth suffered multiple times.  This boy called him-

self a girl, but certainly didn’t fight like one.  He 

claimed he was the victim.  I wonder if his victim 

was watching the news that day and how she felt.  I 

was coerced to lie against my conscience to my 

school’s Board of Trustees by a person in a position 

of power – his demand was that I should use the 

language and terms of the Gender Ideology. 

German author and academic Gabriele Kuby, de-

scribes this new ideology of Genderism as an ideol-

ogy that “seeks to dissolve the sexual identity of 

male and female – a madness never encountered in 

human history.”  Under the guise of striving for 

equivalence, it denies the truth of biology and ac-

cepts every sexual orientation and activity as being 

equally valuable and defines the identity of people 

according to the self-image they themselves have 

created.  This according to Kuby has catastrophic 

consequences, namely “the uprooting of man, the 

destruction of the family, and social anarchy.” 

Kuby does not stop there.  She in fact claims that 

this denial of the truth at the level of human nature 

will inevitably lead to a totalitarian state, one where 

we all lose freedoms including the freedom of con-

science and entrepreneurial freedoms, through the 

introduction and enforcement of so called anti-

discrimination legislation. “It is difficult to con-

vince a rational person that homosexuality, bisexu-

ality, transsexuality, transgender, intersexuality, 

queer sexuality (LGBTQI) have the same value for 

the individual and for the society as heterosexuali-

ty” Kuby told a demonstration in Stuttgart on April 

5, 2014.  Heterosexuality, she said, “is the condi-

tion for the existence of the human race – it is the 

precondition for marriage and the family”. 

The Global Sexual Revolution 
Destruction of freedom in the name of freedom 

Gabriele Kuby is a sociologist and writer from Germany deeply concerned with the sexual  

revolution which has engulfed the world.  Her informative and easy-read book The Global Sexual 

Revolution, Destruction of Freedom in the Name of Freedom has recently been translated into 

English.  Within its pages Gabriele surveys gender ideology and LGBT demands, the devastating 

effects of pornography and sex education, attacks on freedom of speech and religion, the  

corruption of language, and much more.  She documents in meticulous detail how the tentacles of a 

budding totalitarian regime are slowly gripping the world in an insidious stranglehold.  Kuby's 

courageous work is a call to action for all well-meaning people to redouble their efforts to preserve 

freedom of religion, freedom of speech, and in particular the freedom of parents to educate their 

children according to their own beliefs, so that the family may endure as the 

foundation upon which any healthy society is built. 

$30.00 
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In kindergartens and schools, family planning programmes begin to seize children in order to sexualise and 

“re-educate” them.  This educational hijacking is backed by an increasing plethora of laws that criminalise 

those who dare to espouse openly the true and traditional family values which advance a culture of life.  

Central to the strategy of the agenda is to confuse children on the real meanings of concepts such as free-

dom, tolerance, justice, rights and diversity. Also central is the lie that your identity and dignity lies in your 

own self-assigned sexuality. These sex education programmes are in all schools and they are doing real 

harm. 

Firstly, they are directly harming the innocence of our children. Children in schools are introduced to sexual 

behaviours of all kinds and at a very young age under the guise of preventing bullying and ‘keeping safe’. 

Secondly, they are condemning children who have, for whatever reason, genuine confusion about their sex-

ual identity or attractions to remain in that state. They are affirmed in their own confusion and denied the 

real psychological help they may desperately need. Thirdly, once a generation has been convinced that all 

sexual behaviours are OK, they will in the end be denied the social tools and education in the virtues that is 

actually necessary for them to be able to form and sustain healthy families of their own.  This will result in 

a generation that is isolated from the support of others, a generation of loners desperate for support and di-

rection.  How vulnerable such a generation would be to being manipulated, controlled and regulated. 

If you are in doubt about the real harm being caused by the gender agenda, it might surprise you to discover 

that in March 2016, the American College of Paediatricians issued a statement that urges educators to reject 

all policies that condition children to accept as normal, a life of chemical and surgical impersonation of the 

opposite sex.  In this statement, the College backs up the truth that the gender ideology causes real harm to 

children. This is an ideology that is routinely and consistently imposed from on high on every school in 

every country.  Some of the points made by College President Michelle A. Cretella, M.D, Vice President 

Quentin Van Meter, M.D, and Distinguished Service Professor of Psychiatry, Paul McHugh, M.D are 

shown below. 

Human sexuality is an  

objective biological  

binary trait: “XY” and “XX” 

are genetic markers of 

health – not genetic  

markers of a disorder. 

No one is born with a  

gender. Everyone is born 

with a biological sex.  

Gender (an awareness and 

sense of oneself as male or 

female) is a sociological 

and psychological  

concept; not an objective 

biological one. 

A person’s belief 

that he or she is 

something they are 

not is, at best, a 

sign of confused 

thinking. 

Puberty is not a 

disease and  

puberty-blocking 

hormones can be  

dangerous. 

According to the DSM-V, 

as many as 98% of  

gender confused boys 

and 88% of gender  

confused girls eventually 

accept their biological 

sex after naturally 

passing through puberty. 

Children who use puberty 

blockers to impersonate the 

opposite sex will require  

cross-sex hormones in late  

adolescence. Cross-sex  

hormones (testosterone and 

estrogen) are associated with 

dangerous health risks  

including but not limited to 

high blood pressure, blood 

clots, stroke and cancer. 

Rates of suicide are twenty 

times greater among 

adults who use cross-sex 

hormones and undergo sex 

reassignment surgery, even 

in Sweden which is among 

the most LGBTQ – affirming 

countries. 

Conditioning children 

into believing that a  

lifetime of chemical and 

surgical impersonation of 

the opposite sex is  

normal and healthful is 

child abuse.  
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I began this article with a description of 

“bullying”. I should be honest and let you know 

that the description in my first paragraph was 

taken from Wikipedia’s definition of what bul-

lying is. Having worked in New Zealand 

schools for more than two decades, I can assure 

you that there is a bully in New Zealand 

schools, but it is not an imagined army of ho-

mophobes out to mock and belittle homosexuals 

or variations on that theme. The real bully is 

the “gender agenda” itself. It is a bully that 

imposes itself upon teachers and students, 

dominating them by repeatedly demand-

ing that the truth be denied and lies be 

accepted. It is a bully that insists on caus-

ing more and more damage as time goes 

on. It is a bully that is coming from a very 

definite position of power. 

This bully has powerful friends at the United 

Nations, in School Unions (such as the PPTA) 

who have published a 24-page guide for princi-

pals and Boards of Trustees entitled Affirming 

diversity of sexualities and gender identities in 

the school community and in Family Planning 

who also claim to be an authority on directing 

educational institutions on sexual orientation 

and gender identity. 

One thing we can be sure of is that this 

bully is not going to go away by itself.  

We need to stand up to it. And parents, 

make no mistake, you are this bully’s 

true victims.  You are the ones who are 

being robbed. Like an intimidating men-

ace who demands you hand over your 

lunch each day, this gender ideology 

demands daily that parents hand over 

your God- given right to educate 

your children in the ways you 

see fit. If we really care about 

our children – if we really want 

them to find their true vocation 

and to thrive in loving families 

and communities, let us stand up 

to the powerful yet spineless 

school bully of gender ideology. 

After all, the first step towards 

taking a bully down is to recog-

nise and name their behaviour 

as completely and utterly un-

acceptable and intolerable.  

The real bully is the 

“gender agenda” 

itself.  It is a bully that  

imposes itself  

upon teachers and 

students, dominating 

them by repeatedly  

demanding that the 

truth be denied and 

lies be accepted. It 

is a bully that insists on 

causing more and 

more damage as time 

goes on.  It is a bully 

that is coming from a 

very definite  

position of power. 

Need a pro-life speaker at your event or church? 
Family Life International NZ can provide your event, school or church an excellent and informative speaker  

who can talk about our work and present sessions on life, faith and family issues.   

Our speakers are knowledgeable, informative and they present up to date information and research about the 

topics they speak about. They can present to groups of any size, and any age from youth groups to the elderly. 

Dame Collen Bayer 
Founding Director 

 The work of Family 
Life International NZ. 

 Caring for abortion 
vulnerable mothers. 

 Pre-natal diagnosis. 

 Pro-life and pro-family 
issues in the context of 
the faith. 

Michelle Kaufman 
Communications Director 

 The work of Family 
Life International NZ. 

 Saint Gianna Beretta 
Molla. 

 40 Days for Life. 

 Pro-life and pro-family 
issues in the context of 
the faith. 

Michael Loretz 
Education Director 

 The work of Family 
Life International NZ. 

 40 Days for Life. 

 Education in Chastity 

 Pro-life and pro-family 
issues in the context of 
the faith. 

Fr. Linus Clovis 
Spiritual Director 

When in New Zealand, 
Father Clovis can speak 

on a large variety of  
spiritual, prolife and  

pro-family topics and run 
retreats. 

 

For more information and to book a speaker for your parish, youth group, mothers group, men's 

group, school, etc please contact Michael Loretz 09 629 4361 or email life@fli.org.nz 
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We love to hear your 

feedback! 

Please write to us at 

Family Life International NZ 

P O Box 27967 

Mt Roskill  Auckland 1440 

Or email life@fli.org.nz 

Or comment on  

Facebook:  familylifenz 

Thank you very much Michelle for this valuable newsletter. The Lamb of 

God Community have given talks on gender issues recently and realise 

there is persecution of those who stick up for the Catholic truth of the 

matter. 

God bless you for all the work you do there. 

 Love and prayers, 

 Maryanne Hall, 

 Lamb of God Community, Auckland 

Dear Michael 

Thank you for this important information. It is very important to pray for 

the staff at the killing centres for they are also victims of abortion. 

It has been a very blessed time for those who participated in the vigil  

outside the Public Hospital. Many Hospital staff have stopped to say that 

they were praying at work for an end to abortion. 

May God bless you and all who work at FLI with many blessings this 

Easter. 

 God bless 

 Ken Orr 

 Right to Life, Christchurch 

Persecution for Catholic Truth 

Praying for an End to Abortion 

Hi Michelle 

Just received the wonderful resource book "And now… Euthanasia."  

Sincere congratulations on a thoroughly professional publication. Will do 

my best to promote its use in my Parish. 

 Best regards, 

 John 

 Napier 

Sincere Congratulations 
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Letters 

Thanks for the update, Michelle, and great to hear all your news, disturbing 

and distressing as some of it may be. Please keep up your great work and be 

assured you are all in our thoughts and prayers down here on the West 

Coast. No doubt you are quite familiar with LifeSiteNews and John Henry-

Westen. Our Holy Father takes quite a beating there as people comment on 

his strange and confusing comments. Please pray for our Pope and those 

who surround him. God bless all. 

 Jim Costello, 

 Punakaiki 

Pray for the Holy Father 

 @ 

Hi Michelle, it was my privilege to take part and meet you at the prayer 

vigil.  We might know that there would be repercussions, somewhere along 

the line.  The Enemy stronghold is being shaken!  With Passover our Lord 

has crushed the Enemy's head!  May you also have a wonderful Passover 

with your family. 

 Anne Doherty 

The Enemy stronghold is being shaken! 

 @ 



Pregnant? 

We Care! 

   Need  

        Help? 

Our services throughout  

New Zealand are FREE and  

confidential: 

 Pregnancy tests 

 Discuss your options 

 Practical help and support 

 Advocacy and support for families after an 

adverse antenatal diagnosis 

Option Line:  0800 367 5433 

pregnantandworried.org.nz 

Knitted with Love 
Knitted with love for your babies and to help 

their mums. 

 Maria, 

 New Plymouth 

Please find enclosed some clothing for a baby who 

is under your care. The little sheet should fit a  

bassinette and is an offcut from when I made a  

duvet cover for my young grand daughter – should 

be nice and warm as is winzyette. 

Also the little cardigan set is pure wool and has 

been in progress for sometime and I finally finished 

it! I am sure you will soon find someone to give it 

to, as you continue your good work. 

 Regards 

 Margret Shortall 

Continue your Good Work 

Dear Colleen 

I hope these few knitted baby clothes will be of use 

to you at Family Life International. I will keep you 

and all at Family Life International in my prayers. 

May God bless you abundantly always and keep 

you in his loving care. 

 Yours sincerely 

 Veronica Hinz 

 Taumarunui 

May God Bless You 

  

Dear Colleen and everyone at 

Family Life International NZ, I 

met you, Colleen and your family 

at the 2016 Eucharistic Conven-

tion. I am Diane Foley’s sister, 

one of the convention’s speakers. 

I live in Houston and I listened to 

your wonderful interview on 

Catholic Radio’s EWTN Top of 

the week show!! What a lovely 

surprise! It was very informative, 

and I am glad the news of your 

good work you all do is being 

spread all over the world!! God 

bless you and your goodness. 

 Rita Colina  

What a lovely surprise! 

 f 

I was disgusted and very upset 

when my year 8 came home from 

school and told us that the teacher 

had done something odd whilst 

teaching the class about sex ed 

that day. My son went on to ex-

plain that the teacher passed 

around a sex toy in the class 

amongst the students in an  

effort to teach students how to put 

on a condom. We are a conserva-

tive Christian family, and as such 

this incident did not impress us in 

the least. Whilst we feel that stu-

dents need to be taught about hu-

man sexuality, we feel that this was  

certainly not done in an appropri-

ate manner. 

 Rachel Brown  

My Year 8 son 
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Family Planning:  What Every Parent Needs to Know Video Series 

   

Episode One is available now at  

fli.org.nz/exposefamilyplanning 

Stay tuned! 
Episode Two 

will be released 
soon. 



POSITION AVAILABLE 

Our family requires a mature person or married 

couple to assist with the personal and homecare 

of  Ben and Elizabeth, our Missionaries of Love. 

We are older adoptive parents of Ben and Eliza-

beth and now we need a little help. 

We are looking for that very special and dedicated 

person or couple to live in the flat attached to our 

home. This position requires caring and loving 

people who respect the spiritual and day to day 

needs of our Catholic family. 

Ben 25, has Down syndrome. He is 

a gentle and happy young man con-

tent with his artwork, cars, music 

and lego projects. He has a very 

gentle nature and a great sense of 

humour. He likes to go for a walk 

around the local village and have 

afternoon tea. He likes riding his 

bike at home and using the home gym with en-

couragement. Ben attends his special needs group 

three days a week. 

Elizabeth is 10 years old and is very happy and 

active.  She enjoys music, dressing up and helping 

in the kitchen.  She also loves folding the washing 

and can be  quite headstrong!  Elizabeth 

also has Down syndrome, is profoundly 

deaf and has a cochlear implant to help her 

to hear. Elizabeth loves the outdoors and 

helping in the garden, collecting acorns and 

in season fruit and veges from the garden. 

Elizabeth loves riding the bikes around the 

circle driveway. Elizabeth goes to a school 

for special needs children.  

Duties include: 

 Some housekeeping, including cooking some 

meals. 

 Personal care for Ben and Elizabeth. 

 Looking after the children three to four after-

noons each week, or when required, and the 

occasional weekend.  

Hours and remuneration to be discussed. 

This is a funded position. For more details please 

email Colleen col.fli@xtra.co.nz 

Dame Colleen Bayer DSG, and Mr Terry Bayer 

Founding Director 

Family Life International NZ 

Follow FLI Online 
Follow Family Life International NZ online and be 

inspired to proclaim the Gospel of Life  

wherever you go! 

Don’t miss out! 

Subscribe to FLI’s e-newsletter “In Focus” 
Be the first to get latest updates and exclusive content  

straight to your e-mail inbox. 

Sign up now at fli.org.nz 

John our social networks 

familylifenz @FamilyLifeNZ /FamilyLifeIntNZ 
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acultureoflife. 
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U pcoming 
  events 

Every Tuesday – Different and Complimentary (Wellington) 
A virtues based programme for pre-teens. 

Every Tuesday during term time at the John Paul II Centre for Life in Porirua.   

For more information please phone Clare 04 237 8343 

Every Tuesday – Divine Mercy Study Group (Wellington) 
Every Tuesday at the John Paul II Centre for Life in Porirua. 

Study Divine Mercy through Scripture, the Catechism of the Catholic Church, the encyclical Rich in Mercy  

and St Faustina’s Diary.  

For more information please contact Lynne at harylyn@xtra.co.nz or phone 04 237 8343  

Every Wednesday - Prayer Outside AMAC (Auckland) 
Every Wednesday from 9:30am to 10:30am  

outside AMAC (on the opposite side of the road)  

283 – 289 Dominion Road • Mt Eden • Auckland 

Saturday 16 July – Prayer Vigil for the Unborn (Wellington) 
10:00am to Noon • St Anne’s Catholic Church • Emmett Street • Newtown 

Mass followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.  Rosary pilgrimage to the front of Wellington  

Hospital.  Please come and pray for an end to abortion, for abortion-vulnerable mothers, fathers and  

abortion workers.  Concludes with Benediction.  Shared lunch to follow.   

For more information please phone Clare 04 237 8343 

Saturday 20 August – Prayer Vigil for the Unborn (Wellington) 
10:00am to Noon • St Anne’s Catholic Church • Emmett Street • Newtown 

Mass followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.  Rosary pilgrimage to the front of Wellington  

Hospital.  Concludes with Benediction.  Shared lunch to follow.   

For more information please phone Clare 04 237 8343 

Friday 23 September to Sunday 25 September 

Voice of the Family the Future of Humanity International Conference (Auckland) 
Bruce Mason Centre • Takapuna • Auckland 

As the attacks on life, faith and family continue to intensify don’t miss this vital opportunity to learn,  

network, strategise and be a faithful beacon of light and hope!  See pages 21 to 24 for more information  

about this timely conference.   

For more information please phone 09 629 4361 or email life@fli.org.nz fli.org.nz/voiceofthefamilyconference 

Monday 26 September and Tuesday 27 September 

LifeFest Youth Conference (Auckland) 
North Shore Brass Band Hall • 13 Taharoto Road • Takapuna • Auckland 

Prepare yourself for an epic two days of formation, fun, fellowship, prayer, food and prizes.   

For more information please phone Michael Loretz 021 825 955 or email michael@fli.org.nz fli.org.nz/lifefest2016   

Saturday 5 November – Prayer Vigil for Life (Auckland) 
Time to be announced • Good Shepherd Catholic Church • Telford Ave • Balmoral 

Mass followed by Exposition of Blessed Sacrament. Rosary pilgrimage to AMAC (283—289 Dominion Road).  

Please come and pray for an end to abortion, for abortion vulnerable mothers, fathers and abortion workers.  

Concludes with Benediction. 

For more information please phone Michael 09 629 4361 

March 1 to April 9 2017 – 40 Days for Life (Auckland and Wellington) 
Join us for 40 Days for Life in Auckland and Wellington.  This time of prayer and fasting is an opportunity  

for you to be a part of global prayer for an end to abortion.  We can help you start a vigil elsewhere in  

New Zealand.  Volunteers are needed.  Get involved and you can help save lives!   

Please contact Michael (Auckland) 09 629 4361 and Clare (Wellington) 04 237 8343 

 

EVENT DETAILS UPDATED AT fli.org.nz/prolifeevents 
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26TH—27TH 

SEPTEMBER 

Register now at 
fli.org.nz/lifefest2016 

Prepare yourself for an 

epic 2 days of 

Don’t miss this opportunity to 

learn how to be courageous and 

fearless witnesses to 

God’s awesome gift of 

Voice of the Family 
the future of humanity 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
23 — 25 September 2016 

Bruce Mason Centre • Takapuna  

Auckland • New Zealand 

Registration is now open. 
For more information and pricing, please visit 

www.fli.org.nz/voiceofthefamilyconference 

 discuss the most disconcerting threats to the family, 

 find out how you can effectively combat those threats, 

 strategise with pro-life and pro-family advocates, 

 hear from, and meet with, international pro-life,  

 pro-family speakers and heroes, and 

 get the booster shot you need  

to fight the battle! 

and join with others who share your  concerns and  

enthusiasm to build and sustain a culture of life and  

love for the sake of our children, for the sake of humanity!  

SPECIAL ENDS  

JULY 31 

Be inspired  


