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With the shock of Holy Father Benedict XVI’s  

retirement behind us and with the anticipation of a 

new Pope to lead and guide the faithful, it is time to 

recollect and re-commit to the Gospel of Life with 

increasing vigour, love and resolve. 

On a personal note, I shall always remember     

Benedict XVI for his strength, his incredible      

intellect and his gentleness.  I shall never forget the 

time, just a few short years ago, when our little   

Elizabeth Therese was presented to the Holy Father 

in the Papal Apartments after a Pontifical Academy 

for Life Symposium on Eugenics.  I was struck at 

the time by his stature, his care and his genuine 

love and joy at reaching out to our little one.   

Just two years later I was again in the situation 

where our daughter, Michelle, and I were able to 

meet His Holiness and present little John Paul.  It 

was the same week as the Irish abuse scandal had 

broken, and I saw a different man approach us.  The 

Pope looked so much shorter, he looked sad and 

tired.  He spoke with us, and I was able to tell him 

that Cardinal Arinze was coming to visit us in New 

Zealand in just a few short weeks for the Eucharis-

tic Convention and to speak with our young people.  

He started to smile and put his arm lovingly out to 

us.  Then again when he asked what the baby’s 

name was, Michelle told him “John Paul”, Benedict 

XVI broke into a huge and loving smile.  He was so 

happy, this little child had touched his heart and for 

a very small moment he could focus on this little 

one named after Blessed John Paul II and he could 

experience a touch of hope and joy. 

It has been an unbelievable privilege to personally 

receive his blessings.  His leadership and inspira-

a few words... 
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tion as the Shepherd of our Church, the    

Servant of the Servants of God, is imbedded 

in my soul and heart forever. 

The example of Benedict XVI gives us all 

hope, and for me, the courage to forge ahead.     

With the barrage of attacks on life, faith and 

family coming at such an alarming rate, the 

need to work at an increased rate is critical.  It 

is vitally important that FLI increases its vol-

unteer base in order to be effective defenders 

of life, faith and family in these times.  I 

would ask each one of you to pray and ask 

God to send more volunteers to FLI, to join 

the Missionaries for Life, Faith and Family, to 

learn and to promote the Gospel of Life with 

love and fervour in this nation.  Please contact 

me at col.fli@xtra.co.nz to find out more 

about this exciting programme. 

Later on this year FLI will be hosting the 

most important, most significant Pro-Life 

conference ever held in New Zealand.  We 

have a very impressive line up of speakers 

who will equip attendees with sound medical, 

practical and theological knowledge so that 

we can “rise up together in the service of 

life.” 

Finally, I would like to thank each one of you 

personally for all your warm and very sincere 

congratulations.  I was completely taken 

aback by Bishop Pat Dunn’s email to me on 

New Year’s Day stating that Benedict XVI 

had named me as a Papal Dame.  It has been 

truly an incredibly humbling experience.  I 

thank each and every one of you who support 

our vision for Family Life International NZ 

and allow myself and the rest of the team to 

work towards our goal of building a culture of 

life, one precious life at a time. 

Yours in the service of Life, 

Colleen Bayer 
National Director 

Family Life International NZ 
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T 
he  news of Pope Benedict XVI’s resignation 

of the papacy was for me, as indeed for many 

others, a bombshell. I candidly admit that 

news of his death would have been less 

shocking. 

I remember very well the elation that swept over me on 

hearing the news that Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger had 

been elected by the Conclave and that he had taken the 

name Benedict XVI. It was a case of hope against hope. 

The media moguls and liberals were less enthused and 

on them a deep gloom settled: “definitely no change” 

they grumbled. They were not slow in chiding the new 

Pope for what they perceived as his naivety as in the case 

of the Regensburg address, which, raising Muslim ire, 

provoked unbelievable demonstrations in Islamic coun-

tries worldwide. The Holy Father by simply quoting the 

13th century Byzantium Emperor Michael Paleologus 

who charged Islam with unreasonableness, allowed the 

reaction to prove the charge. Brilliant, I thought. The 

attempt to implicate him in the homosexual paedophile 

scandal failed miserably as it emerged that he, in fact, 

had done more than any other to tackle the issue. The 

condoms in Africa issue was another tinderbox from 

which he emerged as a master strategist. Pope Benedict’s 

defence of life and of the true meaning of human sexual-

ity has been clear, consistent and unequivocal. For    

courageously calling abortion a “crime against society 

that kills the child and destroys the woman”, Planned 

Parenthood declared him a dangerous enemy. His state-

ments, undoubtedly, angered the enemy outside the 

Church of which he was the Supreme Pastor. 

The Holy Father provoked the enemy within by calling 

for an interpretation of Vatican II that is based upon a 

“hermeneutic of renewal in continuity”, that is, “what 

was sacred before the Council is sacred today.” He  

crystallised this call with the document Summorum   

Pontificum in which he declared that the Traditional 

Mass had never been abolished nor Latin forbidden.  

ReflectingReflectingReflecting  
on the  

Resignation  

of  

Pope  

Benedict XVI 

Fr Linus Clovis 
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Suffice it to say that the reaction bordered on the hostile. In the words of Cardinal Raymond 

Burke, the Church’s highest judicial authority after the Pope “There’s no question that there 

remains in certain places a resistance to what the Holy Father has asked, and that’s sad. It’s 

sometimes even an expression of disagreement with the Holy Father’s discipline and even an 

expression that this is harmful for the Church.” 

The Holy Father’s attempt to establish continuity in a decree lifting the excommunications 

from the bishops of the Society of St. Pius X resulted in a pillorying by modernists within the 

Church, in a collaboration with secular Jews. In a letter to the world’s bishops, the Holy Father 

expressed sincere shock at the lack of fraternal charity on the part of those whom he naively 

assumed had reverence for his office and for himself. The betrayal by his own butler in the 

Vatileaks affair indicates how close the enemy inside is. 

Pope Benedict cited “advanced age” and a lack of “strength of mind and body” as the factors 

that led him to conclude that he is incapable of “adequately fulfilling” the Petrine ministry. 

While he certainly is of advanced age, I think there are deeper reasons for his resignation. Pope 

Benedict is a master strategist. He has already set the Church on course. What is required now 

is a successor of the calibre of St Pius X, or St Gregory VII, or even St. Leo the Great or St. 

Gregory the Great, who will mete out the firm discipline that is necessary to protect the Faith 

and faithful from those who openly resist the corrections that are needed to avert the present 

day crisis. 

Papal resignations are rare but not new. There have been four in history and all made for the 

greater good of Christ’s Church. The third century pope, St Pontian was the first Bishop of 

Rome to resign. During the persecutions of the Emperor Severus, he was arrested and sent to 

the salt mines in 235. He resigned his office in order that a successor could be elected in Rome. 

Pope St Martin was arrested by the emperor Constans because of his refusal to approve the 

Come Holy Spirit, 
Fill the hearts of your faithful, 

And kindle in them the fire of your love. 

Send forth your Spirit, and they shall be created.  

And you will renew the face of the earth. 

 

Lord, you are our eternal shepherd and guide. 

In your mercy grant your Church  

a shepherd who will walk in your ways  

and whose watchful care will bring us your blessing.   

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever.   

Amen. 
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Monothelite heresy. He resigned in 654 so that the Church could 

be free to elect his successor. St Celestine V, a hermit elected   

because of his personal holiness, found himself unsuited to the task 

and so, in 1294, resigned for the good of the Church. The last pope 

to step down was Gregory XII, who did so in 1415 in order to end 

the Great Western Schism. These four popes, like Christ who loved 

the Church and gave Himself up for her (Eph.5:25), all relin-

quished the Supreme Office for the good of the Church. Pope  

Benedict, for the good of the Church in a “world, subject to so 

many rapid changes and shaken by questions of deep relevance for 

the life of faith” has done the same. 

No doubt, hopes are raised that the next pope will approve contra-

ception, abortion, same sex marriage and other such like inanities. 

It will not happen, because the Lord Jesus has promised that gates of hell will not prevail against 

His Church. The next pope, regardless of the Continent from which he comes, will teach the 

perennial truths of faith. As people of faith in unseen realities, we must pray for Pope Benedict 

XVI and even more for the Conclave that will elect his successor.   
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L 
illian our part-timer on the Pregnancy Centre team is busy in her own time ‘Living 

in the way of Mary’ and visiting young pregnant women in our local area. These 

women would never ask for support but they really appreciate the friendship. For 

those who are shut-in their homes, Lillian extends the invitation to come to our 

Mother’s support group which meets fortnightly.  

We have another volunteer Carmelle, who, after receiving support and friendship when she 

was in need, is now finding others who are in similar circumstances.  Thanks to our generous 

Friends for Life who bring in nappies and baby clothing and other equipment, we are able to 

assist these women as well. Sadly many have been deserted by the reluctant fathers, others are 

struggling to provide for their family when a daughter announces a pregnancy. Panic can set 

in, but Carmelle tells them that there is support and they are so grateful.  

We have been able to teach Natural Fertility Regulation to many young couples who are     

embracing the gift of life and love.  We extend a big thank you to our faithful Priests who refer 

these couples to our Centre, allowing them to learn awareness of their natural fertility.  

We ask for your prayers for the hard cases.  Many young international students are meeting up 

and forming relationships away from the eyes of their families. When a pregnancy is           

confirmed they are so scared of the consequences and the shame that will fall on their family. 

Even when they say that they know abortion is wrong there is an emptiness in their eyes that 

says “we just can’t have this baby”. But we firmly believe that a seed of hope is planted in 

their hearts and all will not be lost.  

On a joyful note, we welcomed a baby boy in the middle of February, and we have many    

babies due over the coming months, including one in March, two in September and another in 

December. 

We say farewell to Maryanne, who has gone to Perth to live and we wish Sharbmum well as 

she returns to work.  Please pray for Elizabeth, for peace in this very difficult time of her life 

(she is due in March).  Thank you for all your prayers and support.   

 

Living the  

 

Way of Mary 
at Auckland’s Family Life Crisis Pregnancy Centre 
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T 
he attacks on family life in this current age are constant and unabating. Where once 

family was mum, dad and the kids and the wider family unit was generally available 

for constant support and encouragement, today that is no longer the case. Families 

are often broken. Sometimes the support is just not there. There are many single  

parent homes. Now, the very heart of family is being attacked by the homosexual agenda which 

wants to see same-sex marriage and adoption become the norm – not just here in New Zealand, 

but throughout the whole of the Western world. 

Blessed John Paul II and Benedict XVI exhorted the faithful to support the natural family, to 

protect it and to take care of its members. Blessed John Paul II told us that “the future of      

humanity passes by way of the family.” If we do not care for our families, the future is very 

bleak indeed. 

Family Life International NZ decided four years ago that one of the ways we can support     

families, is by holding an annual Family Fun Day, where families and children (both born and 

pre-born) are celebrated. 

Recently, Family Life International 

held it’s third annual Family Fun 

Day at the beautiful grounds of the 

Franciscan  Friary in Hillsborough, 

Auckland. The emphasis at our  

Family Fun Day’s is always on back-

to-basics fun, and camaraderie. This 

year was no different. About 500 

people attended throughout the   

afternoon. There were pony rides, 

animals to pet; old-fashioned run-

ning races such as the sack, and 

egg and spoon classics. The 

giant bubbles display was a real hit 
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with the children and wowed the adults too. The back-drop 

to all this wonderful fun was a variety of musical acts from 

Mother of Divine Mercy Youth, Joseph Plazo, Elena Silijic, 

Jeffey Nathan, Sione Mohenoa, Julia Whibley and the   

Zimbabwe Catholic Community. How blessed we are to 

have so much talent within our Catholic Community. 

One of the highlights for many of those at the Family Fun 

Day, was the release of 500 helium-filled balloons which 

had messages such as “Children are a gift from God” and 

“Life is Precious”. Bishop Pat Dunn gathered those present 

and spoke of the preciousness of life. He asked each person 

present to think of someone who is pregnant and say a  

prayer for the baby. The group paused for a moment as they 

did this, then, the balloons were all released at the same 

time, a spectacular sight from the ground. 

Following the balloon release, participants were asked to 

join in a Rosary Prayer Procession around the beautiful 

grounds. Bishop Pat Dunn lead the prayer, and after each 

decade the words “Ave Maria” could be heard lifted up to 

heaven. The Franciscan Friary has a beautiful grotto       

dedicated to Our Lady of Lourdes. Here the procession end-

ed and Bishop Pat blessed the children present – both born 

and pre-born. The blessing of children pre-born recognises 

their humanity and their part in the family from their first 

moment of conception. It is a reminder that the child hidden 

in the secrecy of his mother’s womb, is very much alive and 

loved. 

There is an urgent need for families to be supported today. 

Family Life International NZ hopes that this Family Fun 

Day went some way in celebrating families, celebrating 

children and encouraging parents in their great                

responsibility.   

 
 h h Feedback 

“It was awesome!” 
Heeney Family 

“I thought the day 

ran very well and 

had a lovely       

atmosphere.” 
Gemma Sinnott 

“It was my first ever 

event and I had a 

blast!” 
Nerid Lima 

“I love the Family 

Fun Days and look 

forward to them 

every year!” 
Zoe Loretz 

“It was indeed a 

pleasure and    

privilege to help 

with the Family Fun 

Day.  My family 

and I enjoyed it 

enormously.  It is 

always an           

immense pleasure 

to transport the  

Divine Mercy 

crowd around—

they are so full of 

life and spirit!” 
Michael Loretz 

Congratulations to Kaipara Solomon 

who won the free draw for a mini Samsung 

Galaxy Smartphone.  Also to Jean Simpson, a 

long-time volunteer at FLI for winning the 

wheelbarrow raffle. 
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I 
t is with great joy that the Board of Trustees of Family Life International NZ is able to 

announce that Colleen Bayer, National Director and Founder, has been named by Pope 

Benedict XVI, a Dame in the Order of St Gregory the Great. 

This incredible honour is bestowed upon Colleen for her commitment to promoting life, 

faith and family in New Zealand, and especially for her dedication to the mothers and babies. 

Colleen is very humbled by the honour, and sees it as being for all those who work for life in 

New Zealand. She wishes to express deep gratitude to all the Friends for Life who through 

their support and encouragement allow her to carry out this most important work on their   

behalf. Colleen is also very appreciative to all those who work and volunteer for Family life 

International NZ, furthering its mission to promote life. 

But most importantly, Colleen wishes to point out that the real honour should go to those 

women and girls who courageously choose life for their babies, often in difficult circumstanc-

es, and sometimes without support from their families. Honour too, should be bestowed upon 

women who recognise that they need healing after abortion, and who take the difficult, but 

courageous step to seek that healing. She also recognises the countless young people who have 

embraced Blessed John Paul II’s Theology of the Body and are living chastity in their        

marriages, and in their single life – being true witnesses to the Gospel of Life. 

Inspired by the late Rev. Fr. Paul Marx, OSB (founder of HLI and named by Blessed John 

Paul II as ‘the Apostle of Life’); and with the late Dr H.P. Dunn (father of Bishop Patrick 

Dunn) as advisor, Colleen Bayer established Family Life International NZ in 1992. Her dream, 

was to begin a pro-life organisation in New Zealand that addressed all the life issues from  

conception through to natural death, was unashamedly Catholic, and would open its arms wide 

to every pregnant mother facing a crisis pregnancy, as well as the sick, disabled and elderly 

who may find themselves a target for euthanasia-type practices. This dream has become a  

reality, because of the support of so many faithful New Zealander’s. 

But while the work of Family Life International is tangible evidence to her selfless dedication 

Dame  
Colleen Bayer 

in the order of 

St Gregory the Great 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_St._Gregory_the_Great
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to the culture of life, being 20 years 

old, FLI only tells half of Colleen’s 

story of active service for the pro-

life movement and caring for the 

disabled. 

Colleen has been married to her  

husband Terry for 40 years.        

Together they have five children 

(four adopted, three of whom have 

special needs), and ten grandchil-

dren. For many years Colleen and 

Terry have fostered and provided 

respite for 27 children with various 

special needs, truly opening their 

hearts and their home to those who 

are most vulnerable in our society 

today. In the 20 years prior to estab-

lishing Family Life International, 

Colleen was actively involved in 

SPUC, Operation Rescue, and pray-

ing outside the abortion clinics. 

All the team at Family Life Interna-

tional NZ warmly congratulate     

Colleen for this great honour. The 

honour, we believe, shows the    

urgency for which Benedict XVI 

sees the pro-life and pro-family  

mission of the Church in these days. 

All of Family Life International’s 

Friends for Life are invited to attend 

a Mother’s Day Mass, in which the 

Investiture will occur.  This is to be 

held at the Parish of St Therese, 

Three Kings on Saturday 11th May 

at 10:30am.   

From top:  Colleen Bayer, Fr Paul 

Marx, Mrs June and Dr Dunn. 



 

 

Hearty congratulations on your excellent 
decoration by the Holy Father.  God bless 
you, your family and your apostolate. 

+ Francis Cardinal Arinze 

[I] want to let you know how delighted I 
am to know that you are now a "Papal 

Dame." No one deserves it more than you, and its also     
recognition for all your excellent work over so many years in 
all of NZ. I feel so proud of you, and of 
being your friend. 

Alison Davis, No Less Human, UK  

Hearty congratulations on this well      
deserved honour. I know how hard and faith-
fully you have worked to defend life and 
family in New Zealand. Well done. 

Gail Instance, FLI Australia 

Wow! This is absolutely fabulous news. A 
hearty congratulations to you Colleen. You SO MUCH DESERVE this 
honour and blessing. 

Gwen Story, Wellington, NZ 

 

Congratulations Colleen!Congratulations Colleen!Congratulations Colleen!   

 

 

 

 We invite you 
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To attend a special celebration Mass for Mothers and babies which will 

also include the Investiture of Colleen Bayer, Papal Dame in the Order of St 

Gregory the Great.  Bishop Patrick Dunn will preside at this Mass and there 

will be a reception lunch in the hall afterwards. 

11 May, 2013 at 10:30am 

St Therese Catholic Church, 463 Mt Albert Road, Three Kings, Auckland 

Please register your attendance by phoning 09 629 4361 or col.fli@xtra.co.nz 

by 3rd May. 



 

 

 

OF 

Congratulations Colleen!Congratulations Colleen!Congratulations Colleen!   
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TOGETHER 

Service    IN THE 

Life 

RISE UPRISE UP  

Join us for the most important, most significant, most inspiring      

Pro-Life/Pro-Family Conference ever held in New Zealand.   

27th 27th 27th ---   29th29th29th   

September 2013September 2013September 2013   
Bruce Mason Centre 

Takapuna   Auckland 

Family Life International NZ 
John Paul II Centre for Life 

569/569A Richardson Rd 

Mt Roskill Auckland 
 

Ph: 09 629 4361  life@fli.org.nz  fli.org.nz 

This Conference will have a primary 

focus on pregnancy related issues and 

running Pregnancy Resource Centres, 

and will include a sprinkle of other life 

issues.  Attendees will walk away 

equipped with sound medical, practical 

and theological knowledge of how to 

serve those in their greatest hour of 

need.  Keep up-to-date at fli.org.nz as 

speakers are confirmed. 



John-Henry Westen 
John-Henry Westen, is the Co-Founder and Editor-in-Chief of LifeSiteNews.com. He, his wife 

Dianne and their eight children live in the Ottawa Valley in Ontario, Canada.  John-Henry   

frequently speaks on the life issues that need to be addressed in these days at conferences and 

retreats, and has appeared on radio and television throughout North America, Europe and Asia. 

Deeply involved in the promotion of the Gospel of Life, he also serves on the executive of the     

Canadian National March for Life Committee, and the annual National Pro-Life Youth        

Conference. He is a consultant to Canada’s largest pro-life organization, Campaign Life       

Coalition, and serves on 

the executive of the  

Ontario branch of the    

organization. He has run 

three times for political 

office in the province of 

Ontario representing the 

Family Coalition Party. 

John-Henry earned an 

MA from the University 

of Toronto in School and 

Child Clinical Psycholo-

gy and an Honours BA 

from York University in 

Psychology. 

As part of Family Life International NZ’s 

commitment to the Auckland Eucharistic        

Convention, we sponsor at least one pro-life 

speaker each year.  This partnership has turned 

out to be well worth-while for both FLI and the  

Eucharistic Convention. 

This year, Family Life International is pleased to 

announce that we are sponsoring John-Henry 

Westen, editor-in-chief of LifeSiteNews.com and 

three Sisters of Life.  Each of these speakers will 

have the opportunity to speak both at the     

Auckland Eucharistic Convention, as well as at 

various locations around New Zealand. 

ProPro--Life Life 

SpeakersSpeakers  

to tour to tour   

NZ in AprilNZ in April  
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Sisters of Life 
Once again we look forward to welcoming the Sisters of Life.  The order founded in 1991 by 

John Cardinal O'Connor.  Immersed in contemplative Eucharistic prayer with a vibrant        

community life, these sisters act in imitation of the Blessed Mother, bringing the counselling 

presence of Jesus Christ, conceived beneath their hearts, to every person they meet – especially 

those whose lives are hidden, vulnerable or wounded. Their missions include caring for       

vulnerable pregnant women and their unborn children, fostering a 'Culture of Life' through 

evangelisation, inviting those suffering after abortion into the healing mercy of Jesus, retreat 

works, and upholding the beauty of marriage and family life. 

Sister Veronica Mary, S.V. joined the Sisters of Life in 1999.  She 

professed her solemn vows in 2007 and has served her community as 

Vocations Director, Postulant Director, Local Superior of their Holy  

Respite and most recently as the Director of Family Life/Respect Life 

Office for the Archdiocese of New York. She is presently living in the 

Bronx, assisting in the Co-Worker Mission, which seeks to build up a 

volunteer base for the Sisters working with vulnerable pregnant women.  

She loves people, enjoys creatively implementing new ideas, and likes a good joke. 

Sister Rose Clairvaux, 

S.V. entered the Sisters of Life 

in 2005 and professed first 

vows in 2008.  She has serve 

the community at the Holy   

Respite Mission and currently 

lives at the community’s  

Motherhouse, assisting in the formation programme.  

She likes to play basketball and enjoys decorating 

cakes for special events. 

Sister Bethany Madonna, 

S.V. entered the Sisters of Life 

in 2007. After professing her 

first vows in 2010, she assisted 

in the work of vocations.    

Currently, she serves in the 

Holy Respite Mission, where 

pregnant women are invited to 

live in the convent as guests.  She enjoys writing, and 

going for outdoor adventures with her sisters.   

Where Can You  

Hear these Dynamic 

Speakers? 

Eucharistic Convention 
5th—7th April, 2013 

Westlake Boys High School 
30 Forrest Hill Road 

Forrest Hill, Auckland 

As well as speaking at a variety of 
Catholic Secondary Schools, John-

Henry Westen and the Sisters of Life 
will be embarking on separate    

speaking engagements throughout 
New Zealand, in particular: 

Hamilton, Napier and Dunedin. 

Keep up-to-date with their speaking 
engagements as they are confirmed 

by visiting our website  

fli.org.nz 
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A 
 year has passed since the Wellington John Paul II 

Centre for Life was first opened. Having a physical 

base has given a new focus to our work in Welling-

ton, especially in the areas of education and the 

pregnancy support work.  

The Theology of the Body for Teens course is underway again in 

Porirua with a new group of mostly younger teens. Although last 

year’s programme was hugely successful, this year we are using 

the newer Middle School edition of Theology of the Body for 

Teens. This foundation programme, covering the basic concepts 

at a slower pace, is proving beneficial and just as popular. It will 

conclude just before Easter. 

Recently I caught up with a woman I first met when she was  

contemplating an abortion a number of years ago (long before 

our Centre was established). I remember back then holding both 

her and her baby in prayer at a Vigil for the Unborn and being 

simply amazed afterwards when she turned around and chose 

life. What a thrill it was this summer to discover that despite her 

health issues she has gone on to have another two children since 

then, making a family of six children in total. That turn-around 

was genuine and had resulted in more than just one baby’s life 

being saved. Prayer based prolife work so often has greater    

ramifications than what is immediately presenting! 

Each woman who comes to the Pregnancy Centre is unique and 

their situation varied. Over the past six months there have been 

some very special experiences of seeing courageous women   

accept their ‘surprise’ babies and choose life; of visiting new 

born babies; of being able to befriend a young mum-to-be who 

just called in one day because she was ‘bored’, but who was   

really looking for company and encouragement; of seeing women 

 

In Wellington and beyond 

 

Serving 

Life, Faith and Family 

Currently our 

John Paul II  

Centre for Life in 

Wellington is 

looking for more             

volunteers.   

If you are   

interested 

please contact  

Clare McClean 

04 237 8343 
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become interested in gaining knowledge about their fertili-

ty and how to protect it and of seeing some eyes widen 

with disbelief and then relief when they hear that 

their fertility can be worked with to plan or avoid 

conception naturally, and without having to suc-

cumb to dangerous hormones and devices. It is a 

very privileged place to be indeed, planting 

seeds in people’s lives which can only improve 

their health and happiness in the long run. 

Finally, in November we presented an oral submis-

sion regarding the Marriage (Definition of Marriage) 

Amendment Bill on behalf of FLI. The passing of this 

Bill will have huge repercussions in society. While there is 

still time I urge readers to pray, write, email or meet with MP’s. Let us all do what we can to 

uphold marriage and family this Lent.   

“A great prayer for life is urgently needed,  

a prayer which will rise up throughout the world…” 
Blessed John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae #100 

 

Pregnant?  Worried? 
We Care! 

Option Line:  0800 367 5433 

Our Services throughout New Zealand include 
FREE and confidential: 

 Pregnancy tests 

 Information on pregnancy options 

 Practical help and support 

 Advocacy and support for families after an 
adverse antenatal diagnosis 

 Healing after baby loss (including               
miscarriage, still birth or abortion) 

 

pregnantandworried.org.nz 
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Cathedral Picture Cross 
This beautiful Perspex picture cross  
features a silver corpus and lovely    
images.  Made in Italy. 

12.5cm Code:  CR257    $24.00 
17.5cm Code:  CR258    $33.80 

Picture Cross 
A lovely picture 
cross featuring 
scenes from 
Scripture.  It 
features a silver 
corpus. 12 cm.  
Made in Italy. 

Code:  CR256    

$23.00 

Wooden Cross 
A simple, but well 
crafted hanging   
wooden crucifix with a 
brass corpus.  25cm. 

Code:  CR255    $31.00 

 

St Francis Rosary 
A wooden bead and cord rosary with a       
beautiful San Damiano crucifix.  There are 
smaller gilt coloured beads used as spacers. 

Code:  RO417    $9.50 
 

Missionary Rosary 
Wooden beads with metal links, JPII crucifix 
and junction.   

Code:  RO412    $10.00  *Special Price* 

Limited Stock available. 
To order please phone or email. 
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fli.shop@xtra.co.nz 
Ph: 09 629 0820 

catholicgifts.co.nz 

F 
C A T H O L I C   G I F T S 

amilyLife  

All proceeds go to Family Life Crisis Pregnancy Centres. 

Statues of St Joseph, Our Lady and the Sacred Heart 
These resin statues are really good value.  Each one stands 19cm high.   

St Joseph  Code:  ST601     
Our Lady of Grace Code:  ST600  
Sacred Heart  Code:  ST602 

St Christopher 
Keyring 

Code:  KR030    $5.30 

St Benedict Rosary 
A gorgeous rosary made with 
hematite beads, metal St        
Benedict crucifix and central 
medal.  Presented with a rosary 
booklet. 

Code:  RO418    $15.50 

$23.70 
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Questioning the benefit of 

J 
adelle is a contraceptive implant     

currently widely promoted, and availa-

ble free to women in New Zealand, 

although associated costs such as    

doctors fees still need to be paid.  It is also 

available to beneficiaries and their daughters 

over the age of 16 under a scheme where all 

associated costs (including travel) will be paid 

for by WINZ. 

The implant has been touted as being a       

solution to many of New Zealand’s social ills,  

including child abuse, abortion and teenage 

pregnancy.  According to an article published 

on Stuff.co.nz, approximately 20,000 New 

Zealand women have had Jadelle inserted. 

Jadelle’s predecessor Norplant, was surround-

ed with controversy.  In the US, use of this 

contraceptive implant ceased after more than 

200 lawsuits (involving more than 50,000 

women) were brought against the manufactur-

er Wyeth-Ayerst Laboratories.  The lawsuits 

alleged inadequate warnings of side-effects.  

Jadelle is not available in the United States, 

although it has been approved by its Food and 

Drug Administration. 

How Jadelle Works 
Comprising of two rods, the device is inserted 

into the upper arm of women and provides 

contraception for up to five years.  It does this 

by slowly releasing into the women’s system 

the hormone levonorgestrel, which is a low-

dose progestin. 

The Jadelle implant works in three ways: 

1. Inhibits ovulation; 

2. Thickens cervical mucus; 

3. Alters the endometrium (lining of the uter-

us) so that it is hostile to receiving the newly 

conceived human being. 

The third mode of action makes this contracep-

tive an abortifacient.  It is highly likely that 

women using this implant will ovulate and 

conceive from time to time, therefore it is  

possible for her to abort, without knowing, at 

least once or twice a year. 

Side Effects while using Jadelle 
There are many different side-effects that can 

be experienced while a woman has Jadelle 

inserted.  These range from such things as  

nausea, depression, nervousness, headaches 

and weight gain to pelvic pain and changes to 

the menses where it can become irregular,  

prolonged or more frequent.  It can also lead to 

liver dysfunction and blood clots (thrombosis) 

if used when contraindicated. 

Pregnancy While on Jadelle 
Recently, we have seen an increase in women 
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8 Quick Facts 8 Quick Facts 8 Quick Facts 

about Jadelleabout Jadelleabout Jadelle   

Jadelle is a second  
generation contraceptive 

implant comprising of two 
rods.  

Jadelle’s predecessor was 
Norplant, which was banned 
in the US after 200 lawsuits 
involving more than 50,000 

women were brought 
against the manufacturer. 

Jadelle can have an  
abortifacient effect. 

Women can and do become 
pregnant while the Jadelle 
implant is inserted.  It must 

be removed as soon as  
pregnancy is confirmed. 

The rods can be difficult to 
remove. 

The rods have been known 
to fall out, sometimes  
without the woman  

knowing. 

Some women are receiving 
insufficient information 

from their doctor about the 
side-effects of the device.  

Some women are having the 
implant inserted when they 

are taking medication or 
have a condition that      

contraindicates its use. 

(both at our Auckland and Wellington Pregnancy Centres) 

who have had Jadelle inserted and now find themselves 

pregnant.  We also have had a number of phone calls from 

parents of young girls as well as women who have had the 

implants and are now wanting to have them removed early.  

Many people talk of not having all the facts at the time of 

insertion.  It appears too, that women are not being 

screened properly for medications and conditions which 

might contraindicate its use. 

It is advised by Bayer Health Care that Jadelle should be 

removed immediately if the woman becomes pregnant.   

At Family Life International, we have a number of       

questions regarding the affect the hormones in Jadelle 

would have on a developing preborn child.  Will the       

hormones affect the child’s fertility later on in life?  Will 

the female hormones affect the developing child who is 

male?  Certainly, these children should be monitored post-

birth and even into adulthood. 

Controversy surrounding the Removal of Jadelle 
Late last year it was revealed that between the months of 

January to May 2012, there were seven incidents reported 

to the Centre for Adverse Reactions Monitoring in        

Dunedin, where it was difficult to remove or even locate the 

implants.   

Even more worrying, was the assertion of Dr Christine 

Roke, medical advisor for the Family Planning Association, 

that the incidence of difficulties in removing the implant 

could be more frequent than indicated by the Centre for 

Adverse Reactions Monitoring.  “I think doctors in     

practice often just get on with it and forget to report these 

things.”  She is reported by Stuff.co.nz to have said. 

The Jadelle literature put out by Bayer Health Care assures 

users that the implants will not move around saying “They 

will remain under the skin where they are placed.  They are 

flexible and cannot break in your arm.  They will become 

naturally surrounded by a protective layer of fibrous     

tissue.” 
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Clearly this assertion is not true. 

One lady whom we are helping, had Jadelle inserted, and after 

nine months she came into our Wellington Pregnancy Centre 

for a pregnancy test.  It was positive and after a scan, it was 

decided she was four months along.  Considering the manufac-

turers' warning to those who fall pregnant with the rods still in, 

she was advised immediately after the positive test to get it 

removed. Unfortunately there is a waiting list for removal, so 

she travelled to another FPA clinic to get it removed the fol-

lowing week. The doctor there, trained in removing Jadelle, was unsuccessful in removing the 

one rod visible to her. The expectant mother has now been informed by a second doctor that the 

rods must have fallen out and that the first doctor must have seen scar tissue. A blood test    

valued at $900 is available postpartum to ascertain whether or not the implant remains. Thank-

fully, according to the scan, baby is doing well. While trying to remain positive in the last   

trimester, there is still the worry of the unknown. 

Clearly Jadelle’s safety and benefits for individual women should be questioned.  The history 

of Norplant suggests that New Zealand should never have allowed this contraceptive device 

into the country, let alone made it free for our women.  Women are clearly distressed and given 

the numbers we are seeing in our Centres, there are surely more out there whose stories have 

not yet been heard. 

We believe at FLI that this method of contraception should be removed from the list of free 

‘medicines’ and a greater campaign explaining the issues surrounding Jadelle’s use should be 

undertaken.   

Sources: 

Jadelle information pamphlet Bayer Health Care 

Facts of Life Chapter 2 Abortifacients Norplant and Jadelle, Brian Clowes 

Fertility Rods May have hidden faults, Ellie Hunt, 01/10/2012 Stuff.co.nz 

Natural Fertility RegulationNatural Fertility Regulation  

Learning awareness of your fertility in order to 

naturally achieve or avoid pregnancy. 

0800 367 5433 
fli.org.nz 
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S 
adly, Family Life International has to farewell our resident midwife, Mary Seong, as 

she and her husband Andrew Leong head to East Timor for a year of voluntary    

medical service. 

Mary and Andrew have had a long association with our Family Life Crisis Pregnancy 

Centres providing medical care for our mothers.  It is incredibly difficult to find midwives for 

our Centres who are willing to embrace the entire Catholic teaching of promoting life, Natural 

Fertility Regulation and chastity, yet Mary is one of the few who does so. 

Mary will be working at Bairo Pite Hospital in East Timor’s capital, Dili.  Here she will be 

working as nurse/midwife and will work with the local staff to improve the standards of nursing 

and midwifery. 

Andrew will be working as a Clinician at the Blessed Virgin Mary Clinic in the Ermera District 

of Timor-Leste.  It is a place of high infant and maternal mortality rates.  Andrew will be work-

ing with the medical staff there, training them in better practices, while teaching the people how 

to care for their own health more. 

We would like to thank Mary for her recent contribution to Family Life International over the 

last few months and for her dedication to the Gospel of Life.  We will miss you!   

FLIFLIFLI   

farewells our farewells our farewells our    

Resident midwifeResident midwifeResident midwife   

MidwifeMidwife  
If you, or someone you know is a midwife 
in NZ and would like to volunteer in our  
Crisis Pregnancy Centres, embrace the    
Gospel of Life and would be unwilling to 
prescribe contraception, we would like to 
hear from you!   

Please contact  
Colleen Bayer col.fli@xtra.co.nz  
or Pauline Louden pregcentre@xtra.co.nz 
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E 
uthanasia has been a subject of debate in New 

Zealand news in recent times.  To further its 

agenda the pro-euthanasia lobby commonly use 

extreme cases of suffering.  Another common 

tactic is to blur all distinctions of definitions in order to    

confuse and then redefine according to their objectives and 

agenda. 

It is worth noting that in the Nuremberg War Trials the same 

progression of beliefs was cited as leading to the ultimate 

culture of death of the Nazi regime.  A life was seen as not 

worthy of being lived and “mercy killing” or Euthanasia  

ensued often without consent. 

At first it was a call to end  

unbearable pain. 

Then it was an appeal to end               

unbearable psychological suffering. 

Now it is a call for the “right to die.” 

Soon it will be a duty to die. 

One of the pro-euthanasia lobby tactics is to redefine the 

term personhood and replace the sanctity of life ethic with a 

quality of life ethic.  If one is not legally a person then there 

is doubt about one’s access to human rights; albeit it a    

manufactured doubt.   

Dr R Lamerton, Medical officer at St Joseph’s Hospice   

London when discussing the real purpose underlying the 

widespread use of the terms “vegetable” and “vegetative” – 

being to mentally demote patients by “inventing a name we 

can despise.”  Whatever “subhuman name” is chosen its 

effect is to alter our attitude to the persons concerned.  They 

become disposable.  Further, “humans whose bodies are 

damaged or unconscious can change our whole willingness 

to care for and give to them of our best.” 

Pope John Paul II in On Combating Abortion and Euthana-

sia writes; “However serious and disturbing the phenomenon 

of the widespread destruction of so many human lives, either 

in the womb or in old age, no less serious and disturbing is 

TACTICS 
OF THE  

PRO 

EUTHANASIA 

LOBBY 

Verbal engineering 

“ 

“ 

One of the pro-

euthanasia lobby 

tactics is to      

redefine the term 

personhood and 

replace the 

sanctity of life 

ethic with a    

quality of life  

ethic. 
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the blunting of the moral sensitivity of   people’s conscienc-

es.”  By using extreme and highly emotional cases of suffer-

ing the pro-euthanasia lobby seek to blunt New Zealand   

societies view of the sanctity of life of the vulnerable and 

terminally ill.   

Again in Evangelium Vitae (#64) we are reminded that 

“Here we are faced with one of the more alarming symptoms 

of the “culture of death”, which is advancing above all in 

prosperous societies, marked by an attitude of excessive pre-

occupation with efficiency and which sees the growing    

number of elderly and disabled people as intolerable and too 

burdensome.” 

“On a more general level, there exists in contemporary cul-

ture a certain Promethean attitude which leads people to 

think that they can    control life and death by taking the deci-

sions about them into their own hands. What really happens 

in this case is that the individual is overcome and crushed by 

a death deprived of any prospect of meaning or hope. We see 

a tragic expression of all this in the spread of euthanasia—

disguised and      surreptitious, or practised openly and even 

legally. As well as for reasons of a misguided pity at the sight 

of the patient's suffering, euthanasia is sometimes justified by 

the utilitarian motive of avoiding costs which bring no return 

and which weigh heavily on society.” 

Don’t let the verbal engineering of the pro-euthanasia       

lobbyists fool you and your loved ones on this issue.   

Join us on Facebook. 

 Dr Death 

Holds Exit 

Workshops  

in NZ 

Once again, Dr Philip 

Nitchzke from Australia 

has been in New Zealand 

holding his “Exit Work-

shops” in which he gives 

practical information on 

how to use accessible 

items to end one’s life. 

The workshops were held 

in Auckland and Welling-

ton at the end of February.   

Nitzchke has also launched 

a beer brewing company 

called “Max Dog Brewing” 

which can legally buy and 

sell nitrogen for the      

purposes of brewing beer.  

Nitrogen can also be used 

to commit suicide.   

He has been reported as 

saying "... We make it very 

clear that you can use it 

[nitrogen] for a peaceful 

death or you can use it for 

brewing.  I suppose you 

can do it for both if you 

wanted to - you can brew 

and then at some point 

you could use it to end 

your life." 



T 
he origin of word “Euthanasia” is from 

the Greek words meaning “pleasant or 

painless death.”  It originally meant an 

easy death without severe suffering.   

A closely related Greek work “Epivalothanasia” (e-PIV-a-LOW-than-asia) means imposed 

death.  Imposed death on the unborn is abortion.  Imposed death on a newborn or young child 

is infanticide.  Imposed death on the adult is as euthanasia or assisted suicide. 

In recent times euthanasia has taken on many meanings which are summed up by the           

International Task Force on Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide: 

Euthanasia: The intentional killing by act or omission of a dependent human being for his or 

her alleged benefit. (The key word here is "intentional". If death is not intended, it is not an act 

of euthanasia). 

Voluntary euthanasia: When the person who is killed has requested to be killed. 

Non-voluntary: When the person who is killed made no request and gave no consent. 

Involuntary euthanasia: When the person who is killed made an expressed wish to the 

contrary. 

Assisted suicide: Someone provides an individual with the information, guidance, and 

means to take his or her own life with the intention that they will be used for this purpose. 

When it is a doctor who helps another person to kill themselves it is called "physician assisted 

suicide." 

Euthanasia By Action: Intentionally causing a person's death by performing an action such 

as by giving a lethal injection. 

Euthanasia By Omission: Intentionally causing death by not providing necessary and    

ordinary (usual and customary) care or food and water. 

What Euthanasia is NOT: There is no euthanasia unless the death is intentionally caused by 

what was done or not done. Thus, some medical actions that are often labeled "passive        

euthanasia" are no form of euthanasia, since the intention to take life is lacking. These acts 

include: not commencing treatment that would not provide a benefit to the patient; withdraw-

ing treatment that has been shown to be ineffective, too burdensome or is unwanted; and the 

giving of high doses of pain-killers that may endanger life, when they have been shown to be 

necessary.  All those are part of good medical practice, endorsed by law, when they are   

properly carried out.   

Euthanasia  

  Definitions 
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O Mary, bright dawn of the new world,  

Mother of the living, 

To you do we entrust the cause of life. 

Look down, O Mother,  

upon the vast numbers of babies not allowed to be born, 

Of the poor whose lives are made difficult, 

Of men and women who are victims of brutal violence, 

Of the elderly and the sick killed by indifference or out of misguided mercy. 

 

Grant that all who believe in your Son may proclaim the Gospel of life 

With honesty and love to the people of our time. 

 

Obtain for them the grace  

to accept that Gospel  

as a gift ever new, 

The joy of celebrating  

it with gratitude  

throughout their lives 

and the courage  

to bear witness to it,  

resolutely,  

in order to build, 

Together with all  

people of good will, 

The civilization of  

truth and love, 

To the praise and glory of God, 

The Creator and lover of life. 

 

Amen 

Daily 
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“ 
“ 

“ 
No ideology can 

erase from the     

human spirit the 

certainty that    

marriage exists   

solely between a 

man and a woman, 

who by mutual   

personal gift, proper 

and exclusive to 

themselves, tend  

toward the       

communion of their 

persons. 

Congregation for the  

Doctrine of the Faith, 2003 
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The Church and the Legal Recognition of  

 Homosexual Unions 

T 
he Catholic Church is the only institution that 

can and has confronted and challenged the 

presuppositions of the ideological constructs 

on which modern secular society is built. This 

becomes more evident as the media, universities, govern-

mental and international bodies such as the UN and    

legislatures push an agenda calling for homosexual     

marriages. 

It is true that private individuals and many religious   

communities are and have opposed this call but their 

stance is generally on grounds of faith which, of course, 

has no traction with non-believers. This is not to deny that 

there are also secular bodies and non-believers who see 

the call for same sex marriage as the iceberg on which the 

social Titanic might well founder. 

The Catholic Church, basing her argument firmly on the 

twin pillars of divine Revelation and the Natural Law that 

is written on every human heart (Rom.1:20), issued a  

document in 2003, entitled Considerations regarding 

proposals to give legal recognition to unions between 

homosexual persons. In §2, the Church noted that, since 

the Creator has established marriage with its own nature, 

essential properties and purpose, 

“no ideology can erase from the human spirit the        

certainty that marriage exists solely between a man and a    

woman, who by mutual personal gift, proper and        

exclusive to themselves, tend toward the communion of 

their persons. In this way, they mutually perfect each  

other, in order to cooperate with God in the procreation 

and upbringing of new human lives.” 

Fr. Linus Clovis 

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20030731_homosexual-unions_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20030731_homosexual-unions_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20030731_homosexual-unions_en.html
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Thus, the Church proclaims the certainty that 

no ideology can ever abrogate what God has 

imprinted in the human nature to the extent 

that humanity would doubt that marriage could 

be anything other than between a man and a 

woman. She also espouses the altruism of the 

personal gift of self to the other that bears fruit 

in the emergence of another and utterly new 

being, who is so alike and yet different. 

Mining the rich deposits of Revelation, the 

Church discerns in the creation account of 

Genesis the three fundamental elements that 

constitute a true marriage. 

The first is sexual complementarity where 

each sex supplies to the other those things the 

other lacks. Man who is created in the image 

of God, was created “male and female” (Gen 

1:27), so that men and women are equal as 

persons and complementary as male and  

female. Sexuality is something that pertains 

to the physical-biological realm yet, it has 

been raised in human beings to a new level – 

the personal level – where nature and spirit 

are united. 

The second is the formation of a new   

community. The Creator instituted marriage 

as a form of social life in which by use of the 

sexual faculty a communion of persons is 

achieved. This truth is expressed in the       

declaration “That is why a man leaves his  

father and mother and clings to his wife and 

they become one flesh” (Gen2:24). 

The third element of a true marriage is that 

of fecundity, in as much as God has willed to 

give the union of man and woman a special 

participation in his work of creation. Thus, he 

blessed the man and the woman with the 

words “Be fruitful and multiply” (Gen 1:28). 

Therefore, in the Creator’s plan, sexual     

complementarity and fruitfulness, whether 

potential or actual, belong to the very nature of 

marriage. 

Furthermore, Christ elevated the marital union 

of man and woman to the dignity of a sacra-

ment, so that Christian marriage might be  

efficacious sign of the covenant between 

Christ and the Church as is expounded in the 

Letter to the Ephesians (5:32). 

The document concludes that, in light of the 

constitutive elements of marriage, there “are 

absolutely no grounds for considering homo-

sexual unions to be in any way similar or even 

remotely analogous to God’s plan for        

marriage and family.” The two cannot even be 

compared since homosexual acts not only “do 

not proceed from a genuine affective and    

sexual complementarity” but they actually 

“close the sexual act to the gift of life.”      

Additionally, given the sacredness of human 

life and the Creator’s blessing upon its font, 

the contrast between the holiness of marriage 

and homosexual acts, going as they do against 
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the Natural Law, is stark and consequently, “under no 

circumstances can they be approved.” §4 

There is a radical difference between homosexual behav-

iour as a private phenomenon and the same behaviour as a 

foreseen and lawfully approved relationship in society 

where it becomes one of the institutions in the legal   

structure. The Church in addressing the issue of the legal 

recognition of homosexual unions notes that “civil laws 

are structuring principles of man’s life in society, for 

good or for ill.” Law is an ordinance according to reason 

promulgated by one in authority for the common good. 

Basically, this means that to be just and therefore lawful 

and valid, a law cannot benefit a minority at the expense 

of the majority. Further, as the document notes laws “play 

a very important and sometimes decisive role in influenc-

ing patterns of thought and behaviour.” 

There is therefore reason to be concerned when the insti-

tution of marriage, which is available to every man and 

woman, is tampered with to accommodate the lifestyle 

choices of a few, that is, less than 2% of the population. 

The law is also didactic to the extent that, in general,   

people conform not only their external behaviour but also 

their attitudes, values and opinions to them, which in turn 

impacts on the wider society. Again the document neatly 

sums this up in §6 as 

“Lifestyles and the underlying presuppositions these   

express not only externally shape the life of society, but 

also tend to modify the younger generation’s perception 

and evaluation of forms of behaviour. Legal recognition 

of homosexual unions would obscure certain basic moral 

values and cause a devaluation of the institution of     

marriage.” 

The continued existence of the human race, as with every 

other species on earth depends absolutely and uniquely on 

procreation and so, from both a biological and anthropo-

logical perspective, the homosexual lifestyle is untenable 

since “such unions are not able to contribute in a proper 

way to the procreation and survival of the human race.” 

Marriage  

Amendment Bill 

Update 

The Government  
Administration Committee 

reported back to Parliament 
on 27 February.  They  

recommend that the Bill be 
passed with a few  

alterations.  Here are some 
quick facts about the  
submissions and the  
Committee’s Report. 

21,533 submissions received 
10,487 in favour 
8,148 opposed 

Majority of the Committee 
believe marriage is a human 
right. 

An amendment has been 
made which says celebrants 
are not obliged to solemnise 
a marriage if it contravenes 
the celebrant’s religious  
beliefs.  However, it appears 
this will not protect all      
celebrants in all situations 
and has probably been used 
as a smoke-screen to calm 
those who oppose the Bill for 
religious liberty reasons. 

Same-sex couples will be 
able to adopt. 

14 Acts will be amended to 
remove terms husband and 
wife.  These will be replaced 
with “married couple” or 
“spouse”. 
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§7 Further, the document continues “Society 

owes its continued survival to the family, 

founded on marriage” and the “legal       

recognition of homosexual unions would    

redefine marriage by disassociating it from the 

procreation and raising of children to the 

grave detriment to the common good.” §8. 

The State’s interest in marriage arises from its 

concern for the rearing of children on which 

its own future depends. Thus, despite the fact 

that some couples are infertile, or have no  

intention of having a family, the State has  

always heavily regulated marriage, for the 

very simple reason that stable families are 

beneficial to it. So historically, whether for the 

tribe or for the most sophisticated state,     

marriage had very little to do with love or sex, 

and everything to do with society’s stability. 

The strong link between marriage and procrea-

tion, however, has been broken with the     

advent of the contraceptive pill and its       

accessories. The downplaying of the procrea-

tive aspect of marriage has resulted in the  

happiness of the married couple, rather than 

the good of the children or of the social order, 

becoming marriage’s primary end, with     

disastrous consequences. When married     

persons care more about themselves than their 

responsibilities to their children and society, 

they become more willing to abandon these 

responsibilities, leading to broken homes, a 

plummeting birth-rate, and countless other 

social pathologies that have become rampant 

over the last 40 years. Homosexual marriage is 

not the cause for any of these pathologies, but 

it will exacerbate them, as the granting of  

marital benefits to a category of sexual       

“To be just  and therefore  

lawful  and valid,  a law cannot  

benefit  a minority  at  the  

expense of  the majori ty.    

There is therefore reason to be 

concerned when the inst itution 

of  marriage… is tampered with 

to accommodate the lifestyle 

choices of  a few.”  

Fr Linus Clovis  
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relationships that are necessarily sterile can only widen the   

separation between marriage and procreation. 

From a legal aspect, the Church points out that “because     

married couples ensure the succession of generations and are 

therefore eminently within the public interest, civil law grants 

them institutional recognition.” §9 Homosexual unions, howev-

er, do not contribute to the future and so, in the final analysis, 

State recognition would merely “sacrifice the common good 

and just laws on the family in order to protect personal goods.” 

The greatest danger homosexual civil marriage presents is the 

enshrining into law the notion that sexual love, regardless of its 

fecundity, is the sole criterion for marriage. If the State must 

recognize a marriage of two men simply because they love one 

another, upon what basis can it deny marital recognition to a 

group of two men and three women, for example, or a brother 

and sister who claim to love each other? Homosexual activists 

protest that they only want equal treatment for all couples. But 

why is sexual love between two people more worthy of State 

sanction than love between three, or five? When the purpose of 

marriage is procreation, the answer is obvious. If sexual love 

becomes the primary purpose, the restriction of marriage to  

couples loses its logical basis, leading to marital chaos. 

The Church’s teaching on the Legal Recognition of Homosexual 

Unions is expressed in the conclusion that states 

“respect for homosexual persons cannot lead in any way to  

approval of homosexual behaviour or to legal recognition of 

homosexual unions. The common good requires that laws     

recognize, promote and protect marriage as the basis of the 

family, the primary unit of society. Legal recognition of homo-

sexual unions or placing them on the same level as marriage 

would mean not only the approval of deviant behaviour, with 

the consequence of making it a model in present-day society, but 

would also obscure basic values which belong to the common 

inheritance of humanity. The Church cannot fail to defend these 

values, for the good of men and women and for the good of  

society itself.” §11 

A person is more than his or her sexuality. The Church, recog-

nising that sexuality is an essential part of the person but not the 

“ 
The human      

person, made in 

the image and 

likeness of God, 

can hardly be  

adequately         

described by a    

reductionist         

reference to his 

or her sexual            

orientation. 

On the Pastoral Care 

of Homosexual Persons 

#16, 1986 
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sole defining element of 

the person, tells us authori-

tatively that “the human 

person, made in the image 

and likeness of God, can 

hardly be adequately   

described by a reductionist 

reference to his or her 

sexual orientation.” (On 

the Pastoral Care of Ho-

mosexual Persons #16). 

Every one living on the 

face of the earth has     

personal problems and 

difficulties, but challenges 

to growth, strengths, tal-

ents and gifts as well.   

Today, the Church       

provides a badly needed    

context for the care of the 

human person when she 

refuses to consider the 

person as a “heterosexual” 

or a “homosexual” and 

insists that every person 

has a fundamental identity: 

the creature of God, and by 

grace, His child and heir to 

eternal life.  

 

This article was the final 

instalment of a five-part 

series written by Fr Linus 

Clovis. You can read the 

previous parts to this   

series at:  

acultureoflife. 

wordpress.com 

35 years 35 years   
of the of the   

Contraception, Contraception,   

Sterilisation & Abortion Act Sterilisation & Abortion Act   
 

35 years ago, on the 16 December 1977, the then Governor 

General gave assent to the Contraception, Sterilisation and 

Abortion Act.  It supposedly was an act that in the world’s 

view should have empowered women, instead it has      

enslaved them. 

By bringing this Act into law, women were legally able to 

deny their true dignity, make themselves barren and in  

certain cases, legally bring about the demise of their off-

spring. 

It was supposed to be an abortion law that catered for the 

hard cases.  But, the reality is today that we have abortion 

on demand.  Hundreds of thousands pre-born babies have 

lost their life because of this law and its loopholes.  Let us 

not forget the many hundreds of thousands who have lost 

their lives through chemical abortion—where the Contra-

ceptive Pill, IUDs, Depo Provera and implants like Jadelle 

have aborted newly conceived life when their other modes 

of action have failed. 

Organisations like the Family Planning Association (FPA) and 

the Abortion Law Reform Association of New Zealand 

(ALRANZ) are constantly calling for reform of this law.  We 

at Family Life International NZ agree.  It does need reform-

ing, but not in the way they are proposing.  It is time New 

Zealand truly gave women the respect they deserve and do 

away with   so-called “reproductive laws” that take away 

their freedom and dignity.  35 years on, it is time to protect 

our women and children.   



Auckland 

Pro-Life Stations of the Cross 

Every Friday during Lent at 9:30am (February 11th - to March 22nd) 

Outside AMAC (on the opposite side of the road) 

283-289 Dominion Road, Mt Eden, Auckland 

At the same time: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in the Chapel of the Annunciation 

John Paul II Centre for Life, 569 Richardson Rd, Mt Roskill, Auckland 

Weekly Prayer Outside AMAC 

Every Wednesday at 9:30am 

Outside AMAC (on the opposite side of the road) 

283-289 Dominion Road, Mt Eden, Auckland 

Presentation by Jenny McDermid 

Tuesday March 12th, 2013 at 7:00pm to 8:30pm 

John Paul II Centre for Life, 569A Richardson Rd, Mt Roskill, Auckland (lower building) 

Jenny will give a presentation about her new book “Living in Colour” which is a            

programme to bring healing to post-abortive women.  All welcome.   

Please phone Pauline for more information 09 629 4360 

John-Henry Westen and the Sisters of Life - Pro-Life Speakers Tour 

April 3rd to April 15th, 2013 

Pro-life speaking tour with John-Henry Westen and the Sisters of Life (different venues at 

different times.  Beginning with the Auckland Eucharistic Convention 5th - 7th April.     

Venues, dates and times will be posted to our website fli.org.nz as they are confirmed. 

Project Rachel Retreat Day 

To be held in April, 2013 (actual date to be confirmed) 

A day of healing for those who have experienced baby loss through miscarriage, stillbirth 

or abortion.  For more information phone Pauline 0800 111 811 

Mother’s Day Mass and Investiture of Colleen Bayer into Order of St Gregory the Great 

Saturday May 11th, 2013 at 10:30am 

St Therese Catholic Church, 463 Mt Albert Rd, Three Kings, Auckland 

Bishop Patrick Dunn will preside and the Mass will be followed by a reception lunch.  This 

will be a celebration of motherhood with a focus on the mothers and babies.  

Upcoming  

events 
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Family Life International NZ Conference  

 “Rise Up Together in the Service of Life”  

Friday 27th to Sunday 29th September, 2013 

Bruce Mason Centre, Takapuna, Auckland 

A premier Pro-Life, Pro-Family Conference with top   

international and local speakers on life and family   

issues facing society today, with a special focus on 

pregnancy-related issues and Pregnancy Centres. 

For more information about any Auckland events   

contact life@fli.org.nz or phone 09 629 4361. 

  

Wellington 

Prayer for Life 

Friday’s during Lent 10:30am to 11:30am 

On the footpath outside Wellington Hospital 

February 15th through to March 22nd 

Come, pray, sacrifice for the defenceless unborn and 

a change in our culture. 

Vigil for the Unborn 

Friday April 19th, 2013 at 7:00pm to 9:00pm 

St Anne’s Catholic Church, Emmett St, Newtown 

Eucharistic Apostles of Divine Mercy 

Tuesday evenings at 7:00pm (resuming after Easter) 

John Paul II Centre for Life, 6 Parumoana Street, Porirua 

Theology of the Body for Teens 

To register your interest for the next Theology of the 

Body for Teens course please phone Clare 04 237 8343 

 

For more information about any Wellington events  

contact Clare McClean 04 237 8343 or email 

clare.fli@xtra.co.nz 
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Stay informed Stay informed   

by following by following   

Family Life Family Life   

International NZ International NZ 

onon--lineline  

Sign up for monthly 

emails at  

fli.org.nz 

Follow our blog 

acultureoflife.  

wordpress.com 

Like us on  

facebook.com/

familylifenz  

Follow us on twitter 

@familylifenz 

10 weeks 

“Be afraid neither of the world, nor of the future, nor of your 

weakness.  The Lord has allowed you to live in this moment of 

history so that, by your faith, his name will continue to resound 

throughout the world.” 

~ Benedict XVI, Madrid, 20 August 2011 

 



F C A T H O L I C    G I F T S 

amily Life  
 

   Books and Bibles 

   Sunday and Weekday Missals  

   Gifts for all occasions 
    Including Baptism,  

First Communion and Confirmation 

Pro-life and 
Theology of the Body Resources 

catholicgifts.co.nz 

John Paul II Centre for Life   
569 Richardson Rd 

Mt Roskill, Auckland 
09 629 0820  fli.shop@xtra.co.nz 

Open:  Tuesday to Friday  
9:00am to 4:30pm 

Saturday 10:00am to 1:00pm 
All proceeds go to Family Life Crisis Pregnancy Centres. 

 

Option Line 

0800 367 5433 
Txt  0274 488 070 Family Life International NZ 

www.pregnantandworried.org.nz 


