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‘Let us give thanks to God for his goodness to us, and let us joyfully
proclaim to those around us the good news that God offers us freedom
from whatever weighs us down, he gives us hope, he brings us life’.
Pope Benedict XVI
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Fr Linus Clovis, Spiritual Director and
Chaplain to Family Life International

D

espite the assertions of contemporary
savants, truth is absolute and not
relative, unique and not multiple. Truth is
one and eternal. It is one but it manifests
itself in two ways: the truth that lights
the way and the truth that warms the
heart. The first enlightens the intellect;
the second inflames the will. Neither is
independent of the other nor is one more
important than the other, for the simple
reason that they both spring from the same
fountainhead. Truth is eternal because it is
not only divine but also an incarnate Person who declared Himself to be the Truth.
Christ Jesus, who said “I am the way, the
truth and the life” is also the light that
has come into the world and lights our
way back to the Father. In this aspect, He
enlightens our minds with the truth that
makes us free and if He, the Son, makes
us free, we are free indeed. He conferred
on us the Spirit of truth whom the world
cannot receive, but who is the life-giving
truth that causes us to know what to do
and how to behave.
Our behaviour regulates our social life,
our very real and all too human interactions with others. It is in our attitudes and
behaviour that we are judged to be warm
or cold hearted, compassionate or callous
and even, good or bad.
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In fact, our behaviour is really the incarnation of what is in our minds Mt.7:
17. Thus, moral conduct is the practical,
personal expression of what one is.
If we possess the spirit of Christ our actions will be those of Christ, who went
about doing good and the specific imperatives of Christian life, those principles of
acting in accordance with the eternal law,
will spring naturally from our relationship to God through Christ who gave us
His Holy Spirit. Specifically, we would
go about doing good by welcoming the
stranger in the unborn child, visiting
the sick who may be potential victims
of euthanasia, counselling the doubtful,
instructing the ignorant, admonishing the
sinner, comforting the sorrowful and, indeed, performing various works of mercy.
Works such as these are truth in action.
They constitute the whole of the Family
Life International apostolate. They are, in
fact, Christ ministering to Christ in His
need.
So as we, once again, prepare to celebrate
the nativity of Truth Incarnate, let us
resolve to welcome, defend and celebrate
the birth and the life of each little truth (a
person made in the image and likeness of
God) each day and every day of the New
Year of Faith, 2012.
Fr Clovis chaplains FLI internationally
and spends several months down here
each year working with FLI New Zealand.

Family Life
International
is excited to
announce the
publication of
“A Biblical
Search for the
Church Christ
Founded”, the
first book of its
Spiritual Director, Fr. Linus F.
Clovis.
Writing in a straightforward, logical and
easy to read style, Fr. Clovis shows that
Christ founded His Church as a definite, visible entity that will last until His
return at the end of the age. Since the
actual text of Sacred Scripture has been
woven into the narrative of the book,
readers are not only likely to become
more familiar with the Bible but also
will find their appetite whet to study it
more deeply.
The publication of a book that explores
the nature, mission and identity of the
Church Christ founded is particularly
fortuitous at this time as 2012 has been
designated as the Year of the Faith.
In his foreword to the book, Cardinal
Francis Arinze judged that “Father Linus
F. Clovis has written a good book. … He
has marshalled abundant Scriptural texts
to help any unbiased person identify the one,
true, holy and apostolic Church which Jesus
founded. … And may all who read this work
draw the inevitable conclusion.”
To pre-order your book now please email:
col.fli@extra.co.nz
clovislf@gmail.com
This book offers exceptional value, retailing
at NZ$35

Family Life International NZ

www.fli.org.nz
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Living the Gospel of Life
What an ac-

tion packed
year. The
Auckland Centre has moved
to a more
central location
and we hardly
take time for a
breath.
We are deeply
blessed though
FLI staff and key volunteers who attended the retreat day
to have our
I would need to write a book to cover
board member
everything FLI has achieved. Suffice to say,
and international spiritual director Fr Linus
babies are crying and smiling, they were
Clovis working with us for three months.
saved! It’s worth noting the drop in official
Father is busy producing a pro-life “Stations of the Cross” booklet which will also
figures reflects our statistics for the babies
contain “The Seven Last Words” CD. We
we save from abortion every year.
will be using this booklet every Friday on
our Prayer walk of reparation and be making Heartfelt thanks to all who pray, providit available to you for your 2012 Lenten
ing the vital foundation for our work. Also
reflections.
to those who help by knitting, providing
gifts for the new mums and babies, or by
Father has just finalised his first book. You
can read about it in this newsletter, and place donating directly. We couldn’t do this work
without you. THANK YOU!!
an order.

“deeply spiritual day...”
FLI staff and key volunteers gathered on the
8th December for a day’s retreat with Father.
Our Wellington team joined us for the occasion. It was a deeply spiritual day. Father
celebrated Holy Mass and lead us through
prayerful reflections. The retreat has encouraged our united team to continue to serve
the gospel of life.
Monday 12th December was our open day
at FLI, Auckland. Mothers and “friends for
life” met, enjoyed Christmas cake, had lots
of fun, and Father blessed all the mothers
and babies.
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“preparing for 20th
anniversary...”
Fr Linus Clovis will offer Mass for you and
your families on December 30th, the feast of
the Holy Family.
We are now planning for 2012 and how
we can best further promote life, faith and
family through the gospel of life. We are
also preparing for FLI’s 20th anniversary
conference in New Zealand. We are bringing
together the very best international and local
speakers for this event. September 21st to
23rd 2012. Mark you calendars now!
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Auckland

Pauline has been kept busy with over 900
calls to the helpline, and we will need more
volunteers at the Auckland centre in the
New Year.
FLI is constantly supplying prams, basinettes, life information and educational
packs, high chairs, cots, clothing, mother’s gifts and nappies, food vouchers and
special pledges in dire circumstances
30 women have received one-on-one
healing through the “Project Rachel”
post-abortion program.
20 couples have had Billings tuition in
Natural fertility regulation from Pauline.
Maria, our researcher has updated the
Fact Booklet and her “Therese Programme” book has been printed and is
being distributed.
Michelle, with Paula’s assistance has attended to our websites and social media
to keep our friends up to date with blogs,
articles and information on the life issues affecting our society and families.
Brendan Kaufman has been busy selling
and distributing Catholic materials and
sacramentals throughout the country.
Kathryn keeps the engine room of the
office going full steam 9 hours a day!

Wellington

In a joyful atmosphere, the Centre was officially opened by Archbishop Dew on the
26th October. Since then we have been:

Clare with Archbishop Dew in Wellington

Promoting and establishing the Pregnancy Centre work – free pregnancy tests,
counselling and support. At least six
women have chosen to keep their babies!
Responding to phone calls from outside
Wellington, posting out the lifepacks (including the “Cradle of Hope” package).
Praying both at the Centre and at the
prayer vigils for life.
Preparing for and welcoming our first
baby since opening the Centre; a gorgeous girl born on 5th December! She
and her mum are both doing well and are
very appreciative of FLI’s help.
Advertising FLI’s Therese program at
the Disability Studies Conference in
Dunedin.
Greeting old and new friends visiting to
find out where we are and to view the
small selection of religious articles we
sell.
Hosting Catholic teens meetings

The Board of Trustees, staff and volunteers of
Family Life International wish you and your dear
ones every grace and blessing this Christmas.

Family Life International NZ

www.fli.org.nz
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Preserving

innocence in

E

verywhere children are being exposed
to images and language that once would
have been deemed pornographic. The
standards of society have degraded so much
that it has become extremely difficult to
protect children’s innocence when it comes
to matters concerning the human body, and
sex.
Not so long ago, television stations would
wait until 8:30pm to air advertisements or
programmes which contained objectionable
material. Items deemed very objectionable
would be screened at an even later time.
Today however, it is not possible to watch
any television on any channel at any time
of the day without the fear of inappropriate
images appearing.

There was a time when scantily clad women
were only seen on K Road. Provocative
images of men were not seen at all. How is
one supposed to shield a child’s eyes while
driving?
The weekly women’s magazines have
become more daring; their images sending
wrong messages to young, impressionable
girls about their bodies. These magazines
are of particular concern for young boys
who easily become excited by their content.
Clothing for children (girls in particular),
have become more adult-like. It is very
difficult these days to find modest clothing
even for a pre-school girl. This is nothing
short of the sexualisation of children. Is
it any wonder that some men find child
pornography tantalizing when parents dress
their young girls as mini adults?
With the age of the internet, protecting our
young has become even more difficult,
almost impossible. Technology is so easily
6

accessed and innocence can be lost in the
click of a button on a myriad of devices.
The answer to this by society is to offer
adolescents and children sexuality (read
sex) education at an increasingly younger
age. Children are encouraged to analyse
the different values and beliefs of various
peoples and cultures. They are “armed with
information” and ideologies that do not
respect the inherent dignity of each and
every human being.
In answer to the child sex abuse crisis, the
Police developed a programme entitled
“Keeping Ourselves Safe”. In it children
are taught the names of all their body
parts, including intimate areas, so that they
can talk openly if someone touches them
inappropriately. Even within secular families
there has been outrage over the content. The
pre-school sector has a similar programme.
Scarily under-fives are being taught
the same information. This blatant and
graphic information is tantamount to child
abuse. Programmes such as these take the
innocence of youngsters in one foul swoop,
often without the knowledge of parents.
Do not be deceived. Sexuality education is
an integral part of New Zealand’s Health and
Physical Education curriculum. In the seven
key areas of learning, sexuality education
only comes second to mental health. Since
2001 the topic has been compulsory for all
public schools, including integrated Catholic
schools.
To many, this wholesale approach to
addressing current sexual problems with
youth seems like a good answer. However,
in their zealousness and desire to help, they
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oday’s world
do not see the harm that is done instead. Sex
education programmes tend only to serve
the interests of those who have a stake in the
family planning, abortion and contraception
industries. Their gain is the loss of your
child’s innocence.

Do not despair! It is possible to fight to
protect our children’s innocence and purity.
The fight begins in our own families. If we
are to protect our children, then we must
ensure that we do not unwittingly allow
the trash into our homes. We must also be
prepared to be involved in our children’s
education at every level. We need to know
what is going on and be prepared to stand up
for what we know is right.
Blessed John Paul II in his great wisdom
taught us that “Education in love as selfgiving is also the indispensable premise for
parents called to give their children a clear
and delicate sex education. Faced with a
culture that largely reduces human sexuality
to the level of something commonplace,
since it interprets and lives it in a reductive
and impoverished way by linking it solely
with the body and with selfish pleasure, the
educational service of parents must aim
firmly at a training in the area of sex that
is truly and fully personal: for sexuality is
an enrichment of the whole person – body,
emotions and soul – and it manifests its
inmost meaning in leading the person to
the gift of self in love.” (#37 Familiaris
Consortio)
We as parents and grandparents, must do
all we can to protect the innocence of our
children, so that when the wolf comes
knocking (and he most surely will), they
will be able to recognise his sinister ways
and resist him.
Family Life International NZ

10 ways to help
protect your child’s

inn cence

1 Turn off the TV.
leave women’s magazines lying
2 Don’t
around your home.
purchase modest clothes for
3 Only
your girls (don’t dress them up to be
mini-adults).

in your child’s education.
4 BeKnowinvolved
what is going on in the child’s

health and social studies programmes
and attend any meetings that pertain
to sexuality. Remove your child from
classes if necessary.

5 Lead a chaste life yourself.
to them when they want to talk
6 Listen
to you about anything.
questions honestly, but with
7 Answer
age/maturity appropriateness. Answer
any question with a simple answer,
children will ask a further question if
necessary.

the computer in a public area of
8 Have
the house so you can easily monitor
what is being downloaded.

your children about the wonder
9 Teach
of their bodies before they hear
misinformation from others. Purchase
FLI’s guide “Be At Ease with the Birds
n Bees” ($30) if you think you need
some help in this area.

for your children that they will
10 Pray
be given the grace to remain pure and
chaste throughout their lives.

www.fli.org.nz
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Wednesdays, 9.30am–10.30am
Prayer outside the Auckland abortion facility, AMAC
283-289 Dominion Road, Mt Eden.
AMAC now has the licence to perform the Waikato Hospital district abortions.
In 2012 we need to have a daily prayer witness outside AMAC. Please contact us
if you could spare an hour a week for this ministry.
Fridays, 10.00am–12.00pm
Prayer of Reparation Walk
Starting from JP II Centre for Life, 569 Richardson Road, Mt Roskill.
We pray the Project Rachel Rosary walking to Mount Roskill, the pro-life Stations
of the Cross on the way up to the summit, the Glorious Mysteries walking back to
the Centre. Our prayer concludes with Adoration.
Tuesdays, 10.00am–2.00pm
Crisis Pregnancy Centre Motherʼs Group

Vigils for the Unborn, Wellington
Mass is celebrated at St Anne’s Catholic Church, Emmett Street, Newtown, folMonthly lowed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. We hold a Rosary procession to the
local abortion site, in front of Wellington Hospital. We return to the church for closing Benediction. Dates and times to be advised.
JPII Mothers for Life, 10.00am–2.00pm
Starting early March a group of Catholic mothers will meet for a monthly forum and
get together. Babysitting will be provided by the Centre. Email: col.fli@xtra.co.nz

Feb
5

Family Fun Day (see back of this newsletter for more details)
1.00pm–4.00pm
We urgently require volunteers. Please email: col.fli@xtra.co.nz if you can help

Feb
18

Official opening of John Paul II Centre for Life, Auckland
11.00am
The centre will be officially opened by Bishop Pat Dunn, beginning with Mass at
11.00am and concluding with a shared lunch.

April
13-15
Sept
21-23

Participation in the Eucharistic Convention
FLI will be present at the convention with our Catholic gifts stall and pro-life
information stand. Colleen will give a short address after the opening Mass on
Friday 13th April.
Family Life International New Zealandʼs
20th Anniversary Conference
We will be hosting a line-up of top international speakers on all life issues. Not to
be missed! We invite all pro-life groups in New Zealand to contact us about
participating in this conference.

FLI will also be running regular pro-life seminars for young Catholics and Project Rachel
post-abortion healing days. Billings NFR is also available on request in Ak and Wgtn.
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30th Anniversary
of Familiaris
Consortio
November 22 marked 30 years since
John Paul II gave the world his apostolic exhortation “Familiaris Consortio”
(The Role of the Christian Family in the
Modern World). This incredible letter is
so encouraging for all the faithful and
to celebrate the 30th Anniversary, we
at Family Life International want to
reacquaint you with some of the text.
For every issue of Family Life that we
produce throughout the year, we will
run excerpts from the letter celebrating life, faith and family. We hope all
families will find encouragement from
the text.

Family, Become What You Are
17. The family finds in the plan of God the
Creator and Redeemer not only its identity, what
it is, but also its mission, what it can and should
do. The role that God calls the family to perform
in history derives from what the family is; its role
represents the dynamic and existential development of what it is. Each family finds within itself a
summons that cannot be ignored, and that specifies both its dignity and its responsibility: family,
become what you are.
Accordingly, the family must go back to the
“beginning” of God’s creative act, if it is to attain
self-knowledge and self-realization in accordance
with the inner truth not only of what it is but also
of what it does in history. And since in God’s plan
it has been established as an “intimate community of life and love,”(44) the family has the mission
to become more and more what it is, that
Family Life International NZ

is to say, a community of life and love, in an effort
that will find fulfillment, as will everything created
and redeemed, in the Kingdom of God. Looking
at it in such a way as to reach its very roots, we
must say that the essence and role of the family
are in the final analysis specified by love. Hence
the family has the mission to guard, reveal and
communicate love, and this is a living reflection
of and a real sharing in God’s love for humanity
and the love of Christ the Lord for the Church His
bride.
Every particular task of the family is an expressive and concrete actuation of that fundamental
mission. We must therefore go deeper into the
unique riches of the family’s mission and probe
its contents, which are both manifold and unified.
Thus, with love as its point of departure and
making constant reference to it, the recent Synod
emphasized four general tasks for the family:
1. forming a community of persons;
2. serving life;
3. participating in the development of society;
4. sharing in the life and mission of the Church.
(#17 Familiaris Consortio)

www.fli.org.nz
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What our mums
have to say...

“
“
“
“
“
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With your support I now feel at
peace with my pregnancy and have
told my family

”

You have been a light in the darkness when we were so worried
about providing for our baby

”

You have encouraged me to make
the right decisions

”
”
”

When I was down and had no one
to turn to you guys were my shield
and my family
I really enjoy coming to the
mother’s group and learning new
parenting skills

The most wonderful news of all... on
December 5th two baby girls were
born—one in Wellington and one here in
Auckland. We are expecting the birth of
thirteen babies between now and early
February.
We are so happy to report that this year
100 plus babies have been born that we
know of and we thank God for everything
you do to make it possible for us to offer
the practical help that we can to these
young and needy mothers.

Family LIFE

Pope Benedict’s
three wishes
for Christmas
“Before lighting the tree”, Pope Benedict said,
“I would like to express three wishes. This
Christmas tree is formed on the slopes of Mt.
Ingino at whose summit is found the basilica of
Gubbio’s patron saint, St. Ubaldo. When we look
at it our eyes are lifted up, raised toward the sky,
toward the world of God”.
“My first wish, therefore, is that our gaze, that
of our minds and our hearts, not rest only on
the horizon of this world, on its material things,
but that it in some way, like this tree that tends
upward, be directed toward God. God never
forgets us but He also asks that we don’t forget
Him”.
“The Gospel recounts that, on the holy night of
Christ’s birth, a light enveloped the shepherds,
announcing a great joy to them: the birth of
Jesus, the one who brings us light, or better, the
One who is the true light that illuminates all. The
great tree that I will light up shortly overlooks the
city of Gubbio and will illuminate the darkness of
the night with its light”.

“My second wish is
that we recall that we
also need a light to
illumine the path of
our lives and to give
us hope, especially
in this time in which
we feel so greatly the
weight of difficulties,
of problems, of suffering, and it seems that we
are enshrouded in a veil of darkness. But what
light can truly illuminate our hearts and give us
a firm and sure hope? It is the Child whom we
contemplate on Christmas, in a poor and humble
manger, because He is the Lord who draws near
to each of us and asks that we receive Him anew
in our lives, asks us to want Him, to trust in Him,
to feel His presence, that He is accompanying us,
sustaining us, and helping us”.
“But this great tree is formed of many lights. My
final wish is that each of us contribute something
of that light to the spheres in which we live: our
families, our jobs, our neighbourhoods, towns, and
cities. That each of us be a light for those who are
at our sides; that we leave aside the selfishness
that, so often, closes our hearts and leads us to
think only of ourselves; that we may pay greater
attention to others, that we may love them more.
Any small gesture of goodness is like one of the
lights of this great tree: together with other lights it
illuminates the darkness of the night, even of the
darkest night”.

The mum’s Christmas celebration and open day
at JPII Centre, Auckland
Family Life International NZ

www.fli.org.nz

Our newest volunteer at
the open day
11

Gam

es

Entertainment

d

Foo

5th February, 2012
1.00pm - 4.00pm

St. Francis Friary, 50 Hillsborough Rd, Mt Roskill

Bishop Pat Dunn invites ALL groups to come
along and join in this afternoon of family fun.
Prizes for the best group/family banner
Blessing of children (born & unborn)
Fun family games, raffles, music, prizes, Old MacDonalds Farm...
and lots more

Register your group now
0800 367 5433
life@fli.org.nz
www.fli.org.nz

Yes, I would like to make a regular donation towards FLI’s apostolate, please send me details to
set up an Automatic Payment.
Name:
Address:
City:
Phone: (

Postcode:
)

Email:
OR

To make a special $30 instant Christmas donation for the Gift of Life phone:

0900 367 5433

This donation will be billed to your telephone account. If you are under 18 years you must check
with your parents/caregiver first.
Please return this form to: Family Life International, P O Box 27967, Mt Roskill, Auckland 1440

